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underdevelopment were the legacy of authoritarian rule. The intervening
years have not been easy ones for our members in Nepal, but the Party is now
again in government, under the new Prime Minister, Sher Bahadur Deuba.
The Nepali Congress Party is an important force for social democracy in the
Asia-Pacific region and an active participant in our work.

The participants at our meeting in Kathmandu, who included many
guests, as well as SI member parties from the region and elsewhere, gave a
warm welcome to the establishment of our Committee and expressed their
wish to actively participate in this new body. Our agenda focused on peace,
democracy and human rights in Asia and the Pacific, and on developing a
common social democratic platform for the region. The new Committee
affirmed its commitment to passing on the message of democratic socialism
to those countries where communist-led regimes were still in power. It
stressed that human rights would be a paramount concern, and women's
rights in particular. So too would economic questions and the continuing
development of a democratic socialist perspective in the Asia-Pacific region,
emphasising the interdependence of economic and social progress.

COUNCIL AND ASIA-PACIFIC COMMITTEE IN TOKYO

Following the very successful inaugural meeting of our Asia-Pacific
Committee, it was decided, at the invitation of our member parties in Japan,
to hold the next SI Council meeting, in May 1994, in Tokyo. In Japan,
following the elections held earlier that year, both the Social Democratic Party
and the Democratic Socialist Party, after nearly fifty years in opposition, had
joined a coalition government.

In Tokyo the International fulfilled a longstanding aim of holding a
meeting of its Council in Asia. It was an important opportunity to build on
activities and contacts in the region. An unprecedented number of Asian
parties and organisations attended the Council and the meeting of our Asia-
Pacific Committee which preceded it. In his opening remarks, SI President
Pierre Mauroy said, "We believe that the social democratic model is not just a
European one. It has taken root in other continents and been successful. We think that
it can offer... Asian powers a social and political perspective which corresponds to a
high degree of development”.

Among the leaders of our member parties taking part in the debates were
SI Vice-President Makoto Tanabe, Social Democratic Party of Japan, together
with the Party's Leader, Tomiichi Murayama; Keigo Ouchi, Leader of the
Japan Democratic Socialist Party; Helen Clark, Leader of the New Zealand
Labour Party; Norberto Gonzales, Leader of the Philippines Democratic
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PEACE, SECURITY AND DISARMAMENT

Our work for peace has changed, but not diminished, in the post-cold-war
years. "The end of the cold war has promised to facilitate the building of a stable, just
and secure world order in accordance with the principles of the UN Charter and
international law”, we stated in the resolution of the last SI Congress in 1992,
"But while this is a time of promise and opportunities, it is also a time of instability
and insecurity. Economic decline, social tension, aggressive nationalism, intolerance,
xenophobia and ethnic conflicts threaten stability and peace”. This assessment has
proved accurate.

COUNCIL FOCUS ON REGIONAL CONFLICTS

When our Council met in Athens in February 1993, with the theme of Peace,
Democracy and Economic Cooperation’, we gave urgent consideration to a
number of regional conflicts. Thorvald Stoltenberg reported to the Council on
the former Yugoslavia, Hans-Jiirgen Wischnewski, Chair of our Middle East
Committee, reported on the peace process there, and SI Vice-President
Anténio Guterres made a report on the visit of an SI delegation to Somalia in
the wake of the civil war and international action. We also examined the
consolidation of peace and democracy in Central America and focused on
Algeria, Angola, and Mozambique. The opportunities for conciliation and
dialogue and the role of the international community in conflict resolution
were emphasised.

In the light of this emphasis, and of changing international realities, our
Council decided in Athens to change the name and mandate of what was
previously the SI Disarmament Advisory Council (SIDAC). This longstanding
and important body of the International would now focus on issues of conflict
resolution and regional security as well as on global disarmament, and would
be known, accordingly, as the SI Peace, Security and Disarmament Council
(SIPSAD).

FIRST MEETING OF SIPSAD

Under the continuing chairmanship of Kalevi Sorsa of the Finnish Social
Democratic Party, SIPSAD met for the first time in London in April 1993, with
14 SI member parties and organisations represented. We discussed arms
transfers, chemical weapons, humanitarian intervention, and nuclear non-
proliferation. We had before us several background papers on these issues,
which would all be central concerns in the ensuing period.
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and issued a memorandum based on the International's platforms on human
rights. The Round Table which we organised in Vienna with the other political
internationals was also a very successful event, which was attended by the
Secretary General of the Conference, and resulted in a joint statement which
was presented to the Conference. This intensive activity reinforced the
presence of our delegation, and the input of organisations such as ours
proved very influential in shaping the final commitments adopted and the
subsequent appointment of a UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON POPULATION AND
ENVIRONMENT

Later that year, we held another Round Table with the Liberal and Christian
Democrat Internationals and the International Democrat Union, with a view
to the UN International Conference on Population and Environment, due to
be held in 1994. This was organised in cooperation with the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA). Their Executive Director, Nafis Sadik - who was
also Secretary General of the International Conference - attended, as did her
deputy, Hirofumi Ando. We met in the Austrian Parliament, whose President,
Heinz Fischer of the Austrian Social Democratic Party, opened the
discussions. The SI's delegation included representatives from Europe, Latin
America, Africa and Asia. We affirmed the need to act internationally on the
dangers of population explosion, mass unemployment and migration, and
environmental destruction and our support for the UN as the major
instrument of international cooperation. The four Internationals adopted a
joint manifesto, which was subsequently submitted to the UN Conference.
Cooperation with the UNFPA, whose important role the SI fully recognises,
continues.

THE SOCIAL SUMMIT

The World Summit for Social Development held in Copenhagen in March
1995 was of particular interest to the Socialist International. We invited the
Chair of the Summit Preparatory Committee, Juan Somavia, to address the SI
Council at its meeting the previous year in Tokyo. The subjects of the Summit,
the reduction of poverty, the generation of productive employment and the
promotion of social integration, were, as he rightly pointed out, the issues at
the heart of politics, the issues on which governments won and lost elections.
Also in 1994 we hosted a meeting in London with the Chair of the Preparatory
Committee and the Secretaries General of the Liberal and Christian Democrat

268





























