











Declarations and resolutions

DECLARATION

WORKING FOR A MORE
SECURE AND FAIRER WORLD

The terrorist attacks of 11 September
were an assault on the entire
democratic world community. The
Socialist International strongly
condemned those despicable acts
against innocent people and
expressed its full solidarity with all
women and men in grief in the
United States and around the world
as a result of these crimes. In
standing together with the victims
and their families and all those
affected, we once more reiterated our
abhorrence of terrorism.

Two and a half months after 11
September the Socialist International
believes that the response of the
international community, of the
great majority of the countries,
irrespective of their culture, has been
positive for the future of the world.
The worst fears have been overcome.
Politics, dialogue and cooperation
have triumphed over the worst
emotions.

Since the day of the attacks, the
International has reaffirmed that no
effort should be spared by the
international community to bring to
justice all those responsible for these
atrocities and rid the world of the
scourge of terrorism. The building of
a broad international coalition to

respond decisively against terrorism

has been the shared objective of SI
member parties throughout the
world, in line with the UN Security
Council which, following the attacks,
reaffirmed the inherent right of
individual or collective self-defence
and the need to combat by all means,
in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations, threats to
international peace and security
caused by terrorist acts.

The lead role of the Security Council
in building and strengthening a
common front against what is now
the principal security concern of the
new millennium remains critical.
The struggle against terrorism
requires a  multi-dimensional
approach which includes not only
military actions but also
international initiatives to suppress
terrorist financing, to coordinate and
share intelligence about perpetrators
and their backers, and to bring those
suspected of involvement in the

crime of terrorism to justice in
accordance  with  international
standards for a fair trial.

Attached to the respect of human
rights values, the SI condemns all
attempts by dictatorships to use the
tragedy of 11 September and the fight
against international terrorism to
restrict democratic freedoms and
rights even more.

Also of great importance are UN-
coordinated humanitarian
endeavours to provide relief for the
war-weary people of Afghanistan, as
well as UN political and diplomatic
initiatives that can help ensure that
their hopes, and the hopes of people
in neighbouring countries, for peace,
democracy and respect for human
rights are realised.

In Afghanistan the establishment of a
broad-based  government that
includes all sectors of Afghan society
is vital to the development of
democracy and the rebuilding of the
country following two decades of
war, nearly a half-decade of drought,
and severe repression, particularly of
the rights of women and children. A
new government must give priority
to guaranteeing the full participation
of women in the political and social
life of the country. Crucial to
reconstruction and peace is the
timely delivery and distribution by
the international community of
sufficient food aid to sustain the
Afghan population through the
harsh winter months, and to
implement a special programme for
the economic and social rebuilding of
the country.

Our position is clear. There is no
excuse whatsoever to justify the
serious terrorist crimes perpetrated
on 11 September. These tragic and
horrible events underlined that it is
not possible to leave to one side
crises with roots in particular
regions, because political,
economic, financial and now,
certainly, security threats are clearly
global in nature, with one type of
crisis often compounding another,
as was the case when the terrorist
attacks dealt a heavy blow to the
world economy, which only makes
conditions all the more difficult for
the poorest people struggling to
improve their lives.

Hopelessness and despair in many
regions of the world can create a

fertile ground for extremism and
violence. We urge, therefore, that as
much effort be put into the fight
against poverty and injustice as has
been exerted in the fight against
terrorism.

The parties of the Socialist
International commit themselves to
carrying out an agenda for a new
world order, which would include
the following initiatives:

* Strengthening the role of
international institutions because it
is increasingly urgent to give to the
United Nations and other
international organisations such as
the WTO, WHO and the ILO, the
capability, mandate and resources
to enable them to face the
challenges of this global era, and
also to encourage ratification of the
International Criminal Court.

¢ The holding of an international
conference to promote dialogue
and rapprochement between the
different cultures of the world.

e To work to deepen our social
democratic values in every region
in the world, confident that they
are the best response to today’s
uncertainties and the best way to
fulfil the hopes of people
everywhere.

The various aspects of the struggle
against terrorism therefore go
together with the continuing work
of the Socialist International for the
resolution of all regional conflicts,
especially in the Middle East, and
poverty alleviation. This means
promoting peace wherever in the
world violence has broken out,
struggling for human rights
wherever they are denied,
democracy wherever it is missing,
and social justice everywhere, all for
a more secure and fairer world.

RESOLUTION ON FIGHTING THE
FUNDING OF TERRORISM

Original: Portuguese

Fighting  terrorism and the
organisations that support it begins
primarily by attacking its funding. It
is clear that any action to eradicate
terrorism will only be effective if it
disrupts primarily the means and
structures that allow the operation



and existence of those organisations.

Fighting the funding of terrorism
means an unceasing combat with all
forms of financial crime perpetrated
by criminal organisations connected
with drugs, arms sales or human
trafficking. But it also implies a fight
against the flow of legal funds that
support terrorism.

The arduousness of this task was
made very clear to everyone with the
dramatic events of 11 September.
Therefore, we need to think and act
upon two main imbalances in current
financial markets:

¢ the role of tax havens and their way
of operation;

e the lack of effective international
mechanisms for the regulation of
capital flows.

Tax havens and offshore centres

When the so-called offshore centres
and tax havens were created their
main purpose was to contribute to the
economic development of peripheral
regions and their need to attract new
investments. Today that does not
correspond to reality.

Many offshore centres have become
platforms that work as a hub for
money  laundering, for  the
establishment of covert companies for
organised crime, and for the funding
of terrorism, as we clearly see from
the information released by the
United States after the events of 11
September.

Recently the International Monetary
Fund, IMF, estimated that the global
amount of money connected to
money laundering in offshore centres
corresponds to 2 to 5 per cent of the
global GDP.

Today there are 90 offshore centres
identified all over the world and in
many of them the financial authorities
do not carry out adequate inspections.
There are offshore centres where the
tax benefits are becoming larger and
larger without anybody knowing the
source of the money.

Therefore the Socialist International
supports all measures that could be
taken at international and national
levels in order to:

¢ putan end to tax havens that do not
allow total financial transparency,
namely providing information on
the source of the money and the
entities involved;

* change the rules of bank secrecy in

the countries that, although not
technically considered tax havens,
may carry out the same type of
functions for the funding of
international terrorism.

Ir- tional financial regulation

It is clear today that the fact that we
do not have efficient and global
mechanisms to regulate international
capital flows is a huge barrier to the
fight against the funding of terrorism
and terrorism itself. It is not only the
problem of money laundering but
also the flow of legal funds that
support terrorism.

The regulation mechanisms that we
have today at a regional level or just
at a bilateral level are clearly
insufficient to prevent terrorist
groups accessing international
financial markets.

To create the right tools and policies
within a limited geographic area is
not enough. We need to create
mechanisms to assure global
application and coordination.

Therefore it is crucial to ensure the
reinforcement of international co-
operation in the financial area, with
in the United Nations framework.
The mechanisms that make possible
the regulation of the markets can
only be created at this level.

The SI proposed that through
international cooperation and within
the UN system and the Bretton
Woods institutions new mechanisms
be established to guarantee the main
recommendations of the Financial
Action Task Force, namely:

1. the ratification and immediate
implementation of the tools already
defined by the UN, such as the
International Convention for the
Suppression of the Financing of
Terrorism, approved in 1999 and
Security Council Resolution 1373;

2. the criminalisation of the
financing of terrorism and associated
money laundering;

3.the freezing of  terrorist
organisations’ assets; -

4. the obligation to track and
monitor transfers of funds,

identifying the name, address and
account number of each operation,
and

5. support for the application of law
enforcement and support for
regulatory bodies in different
countries as well the investigation of
terrorist activities.

RESOLUTION ON THE MIDDLE
EAST

The Socialist International, which
includes among its members the
Labour Party and Meretz in Israel,
and Fatah in Palestine, has for many
years been involved in ongoing
attempts to reach peace through
dialogue in the region.

For more than a year now, the
conflict between Israelis and
Palestinians has claimed many lives
and created great suffering. The
parties must get out of this vicious
circle by implementing the
recommendations of the Mitchell
Report. As it seems difficult for the
parties themselves to manage such a
process, we believe an international
monitoring mechanism must be
established.

The Socialist International believes
that both parties must halt violence
and secure a cease-fire. Security

cooperation must resume
immediately and confidence-
building measures must be

exchanged. These are all important
for the resumption of negotiations.

Israel should withdraw to the
positions prior to 28 September
2000. The freezing of settlement
activity should be done immediately
and the blockade of the Palestinian
territories should be lifted. The
Palestinian Authority must do
everything to get control over armed
groups.

Yet, none of these steps will be
sustained for long without a return
to serious negotiations. It is
necessary to move onto final status
negotiations. The SI reaffirms its
conviction that a just and lasting
peace can only be based on respect
for international law and UN
Security Council resolutions 242
and 338, summarised in the
principle of land for peace. This
peace must definitely guarantee
security and freedom for both
parties.

A lasting peace will not be
conceived without the establishment
of a viable Palestinian state and
security for Israel.

The SI will continue to play its part
in the efforts to reach a just and
lasting peace, in particular through
our Permanent Contact Group and
the SI Middle East Committee.

































