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late Luis Ayala on his re-election and above all on the remarkable work that he has
accomplished day by day. I associate all the staff with his success.
You will understand that as newly elected president I am not in a position to respond
straight away to the very numerous proposals and suggestions which have been made in
the course of this congress or in private conversations. It seems to me also opportune to
ask our secretary general to put questions of organisation as an essential item on the
agenda of our next Council. It goes without saying that any changes to be adopted - if
there are any- stem from the increasingly global nature, that is to say the success, of our
lnternational.
We are honoured to have among us our fraternal organisations, including the Socialist
International Women. I would like to express to their new president, Anne-Marie Lizin,
our warm congratulations, our intention of helping her to take up the challenge of
strengthening the role of women within our respective parties and to work throughout
the world for women to see their condition bettered and to take their future into their
own hands. Our good wishes also go to our young comrades in IUSY, whose energy I
salute, and to the Falcons.
Our very success makes our discussion on new members more complex. Our duty is to
welcome political organisations occupying a particular place at an extraordinary juncture
in history. But we must give the highest meaning to membership of our International,
that of membership of a political project, of respect for a collective will, of stamping on
the future the fundamental values which for two centuries have made up the heritage of
democratic socialism. It is also necessary to show great care and reallsm in the admission
of new members. That makes us all the more proud to welcome today so many new
members, to whom l send my good wishes for their activity within our community.
I feel I am expressing the general feeling when I say to Bettino Craxi that he hit exactly
the right note when he talked of the indispensable role of our organisation in the
convergence of the democratic forces in Italy. I rea lise that such an opening means the
end of a long and difficult history. This opening necessarily calls in return for an
evolution of the PDS, for concrete commitments which must be entered into and kept,
and a firm plan fo r the historic march towards the unity of our three Italian member
parties.
Thus for the first time we record the new socialist commitment of a great former
communist party which, it must be said, had since the 1970s trodden its own path. That
evolution is naturally full of symbolism. But it already raises new questions about the way
in which we assist the evolution of parties no longer associated with communism. It
seems to me that we have found a balanced solution for Hungary. But there are so many
other parties knocking on our door that this will obviously be a topic for debate for a long
time to come.
In his message to us, Willy Brandt said that it was necessary to move the International
forward in time with historical change. That is what we have started to do in this debate
on membership. Our Socialist International must be careful to favour rapprochement
and political evolution. It is what we want for the peoples of the East, whom we assure
of our solidarity and friendship. It is what we want everywhere in the world where we
must give our support to those who are working day by day in a social democratic way
for freedom and human rights.
In the period to come, we will have the opportunity of giving form to the dreams of the
pioneering founders of our International and of all those who, down the years, in the
name of democratic socialism, have had the responsibility of the future of humanity.
They were also conscious, without doubt, of the fragility of their effo rts. But it is because
they did not give up that we are here, that we in our tum are today capable of undertaking
the same collective task.
Leon Blum said, 'the pessimists condemn themselves to be no more than spectators'.
Socialists, for their part, aspire to action.
We know it is urgent to take action.
Let us work together for our ideals and our values ·of freedom and justice, which
transcend our actions.
Our greetings to you, Willy Brandt.
Long live the Socialist International.

