FOCUS.�
Facing the challenges
ahead
On 20-23
June the Socialist
International held its seventeenth
congress in Lima with the theme of
'Peace and economic solidarity' at the
centre of the stage. This issue of Focus
carries edited versions of the
contributions by Willy Brandt, Kalevi
Sorsa and Michael Manley, and thus
provides a stimulating insight into the
debate which took place in Lima.
The struggle for disarmament and the
struggle for development cannot be
The bowl pictured above, part of the image
separated, since peace and economic
used on the official poster of the Lima
security are inextricably linked: each
Congress, was made by Peruvian
craftspeople.
requires and depends on the other.
Thus, Kalevi Sorsa, the Finnish prime
minister, sets disarmament and security initiatives within a much wider context
than the highly technical negotiations surrounding arms-control agreements.
'In the long run, only a comprehensive strategy involving equitable socio
economic development, democratic and participatory reform, and the
promotion of political, economic, social and cultural rights' would guarantee
the solution of conflicts. Such is the nature of the dual challenge facing
democratic socialists.
Discussions round the theme of 'one world', however, were not exclusively
limited to the need for a new international order based on peace and economic
cooperation. The last section of the Manifesto of Lima emphasises and dwells
at length on the need for the transformation of the Socialist International 'from
a male-centred organisation into an integrated one, giving justice to women
all over the world'. That too is a major challenge.
And in facing up to the new challenges, many at the Lima Congress evoked
the memory of Olof Palme, the late leader of the Swedish Social Democrats.
Anita Gradin, head of the Swedish delegation, spoke for many when she said
that 'Olof Palme was a man who had the courage to be in the forefront of many
international battles; his work for peace and security, for freedom and justice,
inspired many of us.'
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The SI: A global force
of peace and social
progress
F

Opening the Lima congress, SI President WILLV BRANDT reflected on the
Socialist lnternational's task of , promoting world disarmament and
development.

irst of all I would like to express my sincere gratitude to
the President of the Republic and to our APRA friends
who made it possible for this congress to be held here in
Lima. We are all glad to be here and we appreciate the warm
welcome extended to us.
My second word is a cordial welcome to all delegates, many
of whom had to come a long way for this meeting. I also
welcome the numerous observers and guests from all parts of
the world who are with us at this congress of the Socialist
International.
L-am sure that I speak in everybody's name when I say: we
are also glad to be here because it gives us the opportunity to
demonstrate our solidarity with the forces of progress and
social democracy in Latin America.
On this occasion our special sympathy goes to the people of
Peru and to its President, Alan Garcia.
We are aware of your difficulties, many of which are not of
domestic origin. But you should know that you have friends
all over the world. They will not let you down. We are on your
side in your struggle against civil strife and misery, for social
betterment and economic progress.
Evil forces are threatening in many parts. They took the life
of Olof Palme, our beloved brother. But we must understand
that there are situations in which defending oneself cannot be
restricted to words. And there is no doubt in my mind that
constructive ideas - and resolute deeds - are the only valid
instrument to defeat destructive illusions.
During these days the forum of the Socialist International
stands ready once more to sharpen our thinking and to
concentrate on our forces:
- forces which intend to stop the insanity of the arms race in
order to make world peace safer and to divert resources into
more productive uses;
- forces which want to reopen the stalled dialogue between
North and South and to help solve that crippling debt crisis
with its particularly severe impact on Latin American
countries;
- forces which recognise how much will depend on raising
public awareness of those global issues stemming from the
accelerating destruction of our natural environment - in
addition to the global economic problems that are out of
control;
- and not least, forces which intend to continue and to
strengthen the struggle for individual and collective human
rights; the struggle with which our movement has been closely
associated from its early beginnings, an association that will
remain unbreakable.
Democratic socialism without human rights would be like
6
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christendom without Jesus.
I note with great satisfaction that there are more women at
this congress than we had become used to seeing at similar
occasions in the past. But today, who would want to argue that
the realisation of human rights includes equality of women and
men in practice and not just in a formal sense? Without doubt
it is part of the road from a predominantly male society to one
that is truly human; in our sphere of influence we must make
sure that there is full and equal participation of women at all
levels of political responsibility.
In that sense we should not only pay attention to what our
Socialist International Women discussed and resolved these
last few days; we should analyse it and we should be ready to
carry it on.
This congress in Latin America sets a landmark and a signal
in the development of our international community. Meeting
in Peru also means that the Socialist International is coming
together in the country and on the soil of the unforgotten Haya
de la Torre and at the source of 'indo-americanism'. This is
not a matter of course, and much less is it without meaning.
I recall what Haya de la Torre told us ten years ago at the
conference in Caracas. He quoted Goethe, the great German
poet, who has Mephisto saying that theories are rather bland
while only life itself shows all the colours. What else should
have been the meaning of that reference if not a reminder of
the fact that all truths of life are real. Thus we should also be
aware of the roots from which democratic socialism grew in
Europe, and not only there. And where the points of contact
can be found with regard to the indigenous forces in this part
of the world, in Latin America including the Caribbean. And
also what you in the Americas and we in Europe have in
common with similar movements, with intellectual-political
thinking in Africa and in the Middle East, in the vast continent
of Asia, in the Pacific.

I

n its different forms of organisation the Socialist Inter
national looks back on a history of 120 years. Nevertheless
we are only just at the beginning of what our predecessors had
seen as their task. As a movement of ideas and as a possibility
of coordination grounded on principles the period of develop
ment is still before us - if the human race actually survives,
that is. But then it is the effort to assure survival which is at
the centre of what we are striving for.
The Socialist International is neither a superpower nor a
super-party. But it encompasses more than five dozen parties
after all, two dozen of which are in government, others in the
role of strong oppositions. To us belong twelve friendly and
associated international organisations; and good working
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'We democratic socialists stand for
the expansion of individual free
doms of which some others only
love to talk.,

which this Congress will be invited to adopt is an important
step in the right direction.
Perhaps you will permit a reference to recent experience in
my own party. A commission which I chaired just completed
its deliberations on a draft programme which is to amend, and
lead on from, our programme adopted back in 1959, the so
called Godesberg Programme. We had no problem reconfirm
ing our basic orientations. It was more difficult, however, to
deal with a number of new topics that have arisen since the
1960s:
- the full implementation of equal rights between men and
women, and the future of working under conditions of
increasing automation;
- claims on hyper-modern technology that assure its human
appropriateness - very much in the forefront after the
Chernobyl event;
- the requirements of co-determination (Mitbestimmung)
and democratisation of work;
- criteria for economic growth of a kind that is acceptable in
terms of its ecological and social effects; and, not least
- the meaning of combining the state of law and the welfare
state, merging both into what in German one might call
'Kulturstaat', ie. a culture-oriented society.
For our international orientation, too, we could not just
repeat our earlier statements. With common survival of the
human race now being at stake the question of how to organise
peace must be reconsidered. The need for fundamental
reforms of the world economy has become more obvious. The
same holds with regard to a whole group of international
organisations. It is at least as important for various forms of
regional cooperation and even integration.
Unfortunately, multilateralism in general has suffered some
severe blows recently. The United Nations Organistion itself
is in financial trouble. The UN secretary general has asked me
to assist in overcoming the existing misconception of the role
of the UN. It seems ironic indeed, if not ridiculous, that
financial issues of relatively minor importance are hampering
the work of the UN at a time when in many conflict situations
it is playing a more important role than ever before. The world
really should know that the UN budget is just about the size
of that of the New York City fire department.

relations exist between us and numerous political organis
ations, especially in third-world countries.
Back in 1864, among the aims of that small European club
founded in London under the name of 'International Workers
Association' was the struggle for a dignified life for the
working people. The struggle for peace - against colonialism,
warmongering and the arms race - filled the renewed Inter
ithin the Socialist International we need to bring
national of 1889 with life. The colouring we give to both in our
together the insights of democratic socialists in
present International, a club that has grown much larger and .
truly international, is different as the world has changed. Still, industrial countries and of those in countries whose develop
at the heart of the matter the task remains unchanged; the aim ment continues to be hampered - not just by outside forces.
still is the welfare of the working people (and those excluded Such a combination of insights will produce additional
from work), their liberation from degradation and exploi arguments justifying why what some of us have called the
tation. At the centre still is the nations' right to self 'internationalisation of the International' is not only possible
determination, opposition against arrogant imperialism which but continues to be necessary. And what moving force, what
uses people like pawns in a game of chess; where they are not promise it can hold.
The Socialist International as a global force of peace and
masters of their own destiny but objects of paternalism and of
social progress, of conservation of and care for the natural and
oustide forces.
social bases of life- this is the continuation of a tradition which
The tradition of the International as a human liberation
movement can be an inspiration; in any case, it need not make keeps the flame burning instead of guarding the ashes. This
us feel ashamed. The memories of a strong tradition and of could indeed inspire our future work.
Our way from the Geneva Congress in 1976 has now
undisputed achievements can help us hold on to our guiding
brought us to Lima: there were impressive stops along this
principles in a world that is becoming ever more complicated.
road. Let me mention our congresses in Vancouver, Madrid
I think we might succeed in agreeing on a renewed declar
ation of principles, perhaps by the time of our next congress and Albufeira; our meetings in Dakar, Tokyo, Arusha and
in three years. It has been some thirty-five years since the aims Gaborone. And some stops which have made Latin America
and objectives of democratic socialism were formulated in the such an important pillar of our organis-ation: Caracas and
Frankfurt declaration. Preparatory work for what is to replace Mexico in 1976, Lisbon in 1978, Santo Domingo in 1980, Rio
that declaration has made good progress in small working de Janeiro in 1984.
When I said that we are only just at the beginning of what
groups. My feeling is that we might now need a wider dis
cussion. If the programme of the Socialist International is to we have set ourselves as our task I also meant that . our
gain real importance. it has to become a matter of serious international community as an organisation needs to adjust
concern for all the member parties. The Lima Declaration itself to new requirements. As an idea social democracy and

W

SOCIALIST AFFAIRS 3/86

7

FOCUS PEACE AND
ECONOMIC SOLIDARITY
democratic socialism were always more advanced in the
international sphere than as an organisation. This being a fact,
it should not prevent us from attempting some improvements.
Clarifying issues, coordinating initiatives and strengthening
organisational structures are all needed if we want to give a
somewhat satisfactory response to the challenges we have to
expect. Some proposals in front of this congress I consider
useful in this respect.
At this point I should like to express my gratitude and
appreciation to the honorary presidents and the vice
presidents and to our general secretary and his colleagues, but
also to those carrying respective responsibilities in our
member and consultative parties, as well as in a number of
friendly organisations.
The need for programmatic actions and for political and
organisational efforts also results from the challenge of the
neo-conservative offensive with which we have been con
fronted for some years and in a considerable number of
countries. According to its masterminds, that offensive goes
against the concept of the welfare state and the very ideas of
international social democracy. We will only be able to resist
it if we do not give up the vision and the historic achievements
of the welfare state, and if we do not limit ourselves to merely
defending achievements of the past.
The great deception of the neo-conservative offensive lies
in the complete lack of moderation with which a majority is
being deceived by promises of what only a minority will ever
get. But this is. a serious weakness of that offensive, and it is
there that we must apply the lever.
For this is the truth: we social. democrats and democratic
socialists, we stand for the expansion of individual freedoms
of which some others only love to talk. We are the ones who
recognise each individual's right to a dignified life and to
personal happiness. What else is it that history shows? The
history of the labour movement, of liberation movements, of
democratic socialism? But history also reminds us that social
decline and degradation of a majority was too high a price for
the good life of minority elites.
History has demonstrated the creative talents of large
groups of society and that these must be released if progress
is to have its chance. History tells us that widening personal
freedoms remains just a slogan as long as only a minority
enjoys the benefits; and when the so-called free play of
capitalism produces a rather skewed distribution of
opportunities in favour of that minority.
Contrary to what the neo-conservative philosophy of the
right is meant to claim, the democratic social or welfare state
is not a brake on the wheel of progress but rather provides the
wheel on which progress rides.
Let me put it this way: we must create a situation in which
a majority understands us when we say that we want a future
based more on cooperation than excessive competition. We
expect nothing from competitive greed as the basic philosophy
of government. Without solidarity there is no peace - neither
within nor between states and nations.
It has always been our principle that peace - domestically
and internationally - must be secured through freedom and
justice.
Now, nobody would argue that in these last few years the
world had become a safer place orthat it had gained in hope
- quite the contrary. For many years there have been talks
about disarmament. In reality, we have seen ever more turns
of the arms spiral. If this cannot be stopped there is but little
hope for the future of the human race.

T

he fate of our globe may well depend on whether a new
mode of coexistence can be achieved between the two
nuclear superpowers, something of which recently one could
8
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Industry adrift: Unemployed fishing for eels in
London docklands

have had the impression that it might actually be possible.
Right now not much of the 'spirit of Geneva' seems to have
survived. We must address all states with a certain military
potential 9f their own: everyone by now should understand
how foolish it would be if they did not listen to what the
respective other side has to say. And this also means: all
serious proposals must be taken seriously, must be
appreciated and anlaysed even if they happen to originate in
Moscow.
Testing all relevant proposals for arms limitation to me is
much more important than tests of ever more advanced
weapon systems.
Everybody knows about the fundamental differences be
tween democratic socialism and authoritarian communism.
Yet we also know of the overriding obligation towards
preserving peace which takes priority over opposing
ideologies.
Above all we need a new way of thinking, in conformity with
the rules of the atomic age. It is necessary for both super
powers - and all of us together with them - to accept the fact
that for all of us and even for them there is no alternative to
common security.
Last October at a special conference in Vienna we summar
ised and tried to project our own thinking on security and
disarmament policy. At that meeting both superpowers as well
as the People's Republic of China, India - on behalf of the
Non-Aligned Movement- Yugoslavia and the United Nations
were represented. We will have to reinforce and broaden our
appeal:
- that a test ban - and in fact a Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty - would make sense and therefore should be agreed;
the Five-Continent summit to take place this summer could
be of considerable importance in this connection;
. - that new and serious talks are needed about the withdrawal
on both sides of missiles which were deployed without any real
need; that talks must be held about the limitation of troops
and nuclear as well as conventional arms; and
- that we really do not need any new round of developing
binary chemical means of mass destruction.
And we need bread for the hungry rather than weapons in
space.

FOCUS PEACE AND
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'At the heart of the matter our task
remains unchanged; the aim is still
the welfare of working people (and
those excluded from work), their
liberation from degradation and
exploitation.,

I already pointed to the fact that the state of the world
economy continues to be a matter of considerable concern.
Some objective conditions improved to a certain extent but
mass unemployment and underemployment continue to exist
even in the so-called North. For the so-called South a solution
to the debt crisis is not in sight, and the danger of new trade
wars is very real indeed.
We are all very pleased with the important progress of
democratisation in Latin America. We were able to make a
small contributfon, and we will certainly not remain silent until
Chile and Paraguay are free from dictatorship. And until
Central America, free from military interventions, is allowed
to seek its own way.
It deserves to be recognised that the United States did help
to promote democratisation in a number of Latin American
countries - as well as to end the Marcos regime in the
Philippines. But one should also see the links between debt
and democracy, between development and peace, and one
should draw appropriate conclusions.
On several occasions during the past few years we had to
concentrate on the crisis in Central America. That was not our
choice. Our partners in Central America but also some in
Washington informed us of their views of this problem; and I
am very much aware of the fact that from a third-world point
of view North-South takes on a dimension considerably differ
ent from that of many European observers. Nevertheless, I
think we agree when I say that revanchism always turned out
to be detrimental. And international law of course must be
observed by all; it is not only binding for small states but even
for the biggest. It is not some kind of two-class law.
Our world has no need for interventions a la Nicaragua and
it cannot accept occupations a I' Afghanistan.
In this context it appears to me that in the strongest possible
terms we must encourage the peace initiative which originated
in this region: the Contadora process including the South
American support group. What has been tried in this regard
deserves the encouragement and the support of the Socialist
International, and not least that of its European parties.
Incidentally, I believe the areas of our activity in the coming
years are pretty much predetermined; they are reflected in the
agenda of this congress. Partly they are determined by
problems in old and new crisis regions. Thus, repeatedly even
if without real success we tried to assist in overcoming the
conflicts in the Middle East. Without overextending ourselves
it should be evident and there should be no doubt that our
good offices will be available when they might be of use.

Not least this holds for Africa. I believe our African friends
present here in Lima realise that in recent years our Inter
national has made great efforts - for us nevertheless as a
matter of course - to support their justified aims. With our
meetings in Arusha and Gaborone we sent out signals: above
all we support the struggle against apartheid. And in my view
the new report by the Commonwealth Eminent Persons
Group on Southern Africa is of considerable importance in
this connection.
I myself visited South Africa in April, and I was rather
depressed when I left. The picture I saw was much bleaker
than I had anticipated from earlier descriptions. What is at
stake in South Africa- and this has been demonstrated during
the last few days- is more than just a verbal reaction to a pre
revolutionary situation. Really at stake is the fate of a large
number of people who are threatened with being crushed. We
cannot remain silent on this situation. We will have to prove
our solidarity by action.
We have been in the forefront against terrorism and for the
implementation of human rights everywhere. We remain
adamant- not just where certain conservatives prefer to raise
these issues. For us this is a matter of concern in Chile and in
Cambodia; in the Middle East and in South Africa; in the case
of illegal intervention and of misdeeds in the name of state
security.
The struggle for human dignity and human rights, against
hunger and poverty, is a task that must continue to determine
our day-to-day activities. And nothing can be more important
than the fate of endangered people and how best they could
' find relief.
That was the principle followed by Olof Palme whom we
miss so much:
- time and again he told us and others that apartheid could
not be reformed, that it could only be abolished;
- he was concerned about the crisis in the Middle East, and
on behalf of the United Nations he tried to find a solution to
the Gulf war;
- two years ago at our meeting· in Denmark he told us that
whoever had a kind heart could not let down an anti-Somoza
Nicaragua;
- the Commission that carries his name established new
standards in the moral-oriented as well as pragmatic fight for
disarmament; and
- his very last signature he put to a document of the five
continent-initiative.
All this - in addition to his great contribution to
achievements in his home country - had been inspired· and·
informed by the strong tradition of Scandinavian social
democracy.
I really cannot see any reasonable alternative: I see no
alternative to peace and development. I see no alternativ(l to
human rights and solidarity- there is no other hope. And we
will not get anything for free. We must make even bigger
efforts.
SOCIALIST AFFAIRS 3/86
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Our fate cannot be left
to the superpowers
T

At Lima, KALEVI SORSA, the Finnish prime minister and chair of the SI
Disarmament Advisory Council, introduced the Si's new report on
disarmament and arms control.

he determined effort of the Socialist International to
work for disarmament spans a period of some eight
years. It was in April 1978 that the first Socialist
International Conference on Disarmament was held in
Helsinki.
Subsequently, a Study Group on Disarmament - later to
become the Socialist International Disarmament Advisory
Council, SIDAC- started its work. A disarmament report was
adopted by the Socialist International Congress in Madrid in
November 1980.
SIDAC has now completed a new disarmament report. It is
. not just an updated edition of the previous report but an effort
to take a fresh look at issues of current interest. For instance,
there is not much in the 1980 report on the need to prevent a
militarisation of outer space. Much to our regret, this question
is now one of the primary tasks on our agenda.
We have not limited our report to questions of strategic
nuclear disarmament and preventing an arms race affecting
outer space, but have also dealt with regional disarmament,
both nuclear and conventional, with the peaceful resolution
of conflicts, with disarmament and development, I hope that
our report will be of help as a basis for the disarmament and
peace activities of the Socialist International during the next
years.
In preparing its report, SIDAC has again been in contact
with the parties concerned. We were well received last year
both in Moscow and Washington and we had extensive and
informative talks on a high political and expert level. The
Second Socialist International Conference on Disarmament
last October in Vienna was an occasion not only for discussions
among democratic socialists but also for a dialogue between
us and the great powers, the Non-Aligned Movement and the
United Nations. We have also been in contact several times
with the two great powers during recent months.

I

n 1984, we felt in SIDAC that an intensification of our
efforts was called for. Arms control was at a standstill. The
verbal aggressiveness of the superpowers found sharper and
10
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sharper expressions. Someone must act, we thought.
During the ensuing period, the Socialist International has
pressed for change, in Bommersvik in June 1985, in Vienna,
in SIDAC's contacts with the superpowers. We told them that
they should act now, encouraged them to meet at the highest
political leve, and listed a number of issues which in our
opinion should be solved first, such as the preservation of the
SALT agreements and the ABM Treaty and the halting of all
nuclear-weapon tests.
We were, of course, not alone in putting forward these
demands. In particular, the activities of the Palme Com
mission and of the six heads of state and government cooper
ating in the Five Continents' Peace Initiative are telling
examples of what responsible political leadership, listening to
the voices of humanity and world public opinion, can do to
work for change. I feel deep sorrow over the fact that Olof
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Palme was not allowed to see all his ideals and ideas come true.
But we can assure you, Olof, that we will continue the struggle
and that one day the global fetters posed by the arms race will
be broken. We must regain our right to life and survival, to
develop our societies freely, and to live our lives in peace,
freedom and solidarity.
The prospects are far from assuring. Yes, the leaders of the
Soviet Union and the United States met last November. yes,
they have both declared their readiness to eliminate their
nuclear arsenals. Yes, there are talks going on in Geneva and
elsewhere. But the two main actors still seem to speak beside
each other and be unable to start a real give-and-take process.
In fact, even past achievements such as the SALT ceilings and
the ABM Treaty may now be in jeopardy. There are as yet no
clear signs of a halt and then final prohibition of nuclear
weapon tests. Such a halt would be a good sign to the world
that both parties are serious about arms control. SIDAC
appeals to the United States to join in a halt on nuclear tests
and to resume negotiations on a comprehensive test ban
treaty.
The present debate going on in the United States on the fate
of the SALT ceilings prompts the following comment: if that
question is to be made the main issue surrounding a possible
new summit meeting, world public opinion, will not be satis
fied. Disregarding the SALT limits would, of course, be a
dangerous step but we cannot content ourselves with the
preservation of these ceilings that are far too high. The will
for real disarmament that has been declared must now be put
into practice.
It is noteworthy that both parties have established common
ground in certain areas when it comes to declarations of
objectives and priciples. I am thinking not only of their com
mitment to reducing and finally eliminating nuclear weapons,
but also of the possibilities of conventional reductions in
E,urope. Recent developments have shown that there is, in
principle at least, a basis for making progress in this field,
including the crucial question of the verification of force
. reductions. Here again it is now a matter of turning these
words into deeds. We would all be completely disillusioned if
it turned out that no real progress is made, despite the verbal
commitments.
The report prepared by SIDAC testifies to a belief in
systematic and determined action for arms control and dis
armament. Comrades, there is no need for me to explain to
this audience why it is crucial to have results now, with so many
important decisions affecting our imminent future, and with
all the global issues such as the debt problem demanding
resources and peaceful cooperation.
It appears to become more and more evident that the era
of a working relationship between the superpowers as the
dominant force in arms control and disarmament is over, or
at least in deep long-lasting crisis. We have entered a new,
more complicated, multilateral world. In this period of
' uncertainty, it is more important than ever that the fate of all
of us is not left to the major military powers alone. We must
strengthen the mass movement for disarmament 'from
beneath'. The member parties of the Socialist International,
among others, must do more to help correcting the present
situation. And let us pledge ourselves to be as vigilant in
government as in opposition.

R

egional and local solutions and even unilateral
measures must be pursued as a complement to the
global negotiations. Here in Latin America, one is reminded
of the Treaty of Tlatelolco and the need for nuclear-weapon
free zones in general. The initiatives of our host country to
restrict the transfer of arms and conventional armaments in
the region also deserve our full support. These examples

should be followed in other regions, as has been done in the
South Pacific by the recent establishment of a nuclear
weapon�free zone in that area.
Regional arms control is important not only for the sake of
disarmament as such, but also because it would release expen
ditures badly needed for economic and social development.
The solution of conflicts, whether international or internal,
can only be successful in the long run if there is a comprehen
sive strategy involving, as SIDAC notes in its new report,
equitable socioeconomic development, democratic, partici
patory reform and the promotion of human rights, both civil
and political and economic, social and cultural rights.
In our report we also noted that the arms race has become
more and more influenced by tactical political considerations
rather than prudent needs of national security. This, of course,
is a regrettable trend. It indicates, on the other hand, that
regional solutions, unilateral steps and other similar measures
may be of considerable value because they - even when their
strictly military value is limited - have a political impact. Bad
policies must be replaced by good policies. The argument that
regional measures may be detrimental because they might
foster alternative armaments in other areas is in my view
utterly unconvincing. We have listened to this argument over
the years but, comrades, where are the results of the global
negotiations? In what way has refraining from regional
solutions improved the global scene?
I firmly believe it has not, and I feel that we must draw the
necessary conclusions. Not only regional and local solutions
are called for, but we must strengthen indigenous and inde
pendent approaches in general. For instance, the non-nuclear
weapon states of Europe should come together and put up a
common front against the nuclear arms buildup.
The Socialist International has made a serious and sustained
effort for disarmament and we will continue to do so. We have
made our own analyses and put forward our own demands.
We challenge the other political forces to do the same. In the
arms race there are only losers, in the survival race there are
only winners.

I
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Conclusions and recommendations
of the SIDAC report
In the view of the Socialist International, the above
mentioned perspectives and goals require that the following ·
measures be taken in order to further strategic
disarmament:
- All arms control and disarmament agreements in force
must be scrupulously upheld by all parties concerned.
- The limits set by the SALT I and II agreements should also
continue to be respected by both parties.
- The US government should reciprocate the Soviet ,
moratorium on nuclear-weapon tests.
- The negotiations on a comprehensive test ban treaty
(CTBl) must be immediately resumed, as required by the
1963 Partial Test Ban Treaty. A verifiable CTBT should be
concluded without further delay and it should apply to all
nuclear-weapon powers.
- A process for the reduction of nuclear weapons and their
delivery systems should be pursued vigorously with the aim
of eliminating nuclear arms. It should be initiated by reducing
by 50 percent the number of strategic nuclear warheads
combined with corresponding restrictions on launchers and
on missile-testing.
- To allow the reduction of offensive arms, the development
and deployment of anti-missile systems and an arms race
affecting outer space must be prevented.
- The Soviet Union and the United States must reaffirm and
strengthen their commitment to the 1972 ABM Treaty. Nego
tiations should be pursued to establish unambiguous limits
to research and to ban the fixed ground-based ABM systems
allowed under the Treaty.
- Negotiations should also be pursued to ban the testing,
deployment and use of anti-satellite systems and all other
space weapons. Outer space must be preserved for peaceful
purposes and international, regional and bilateral
cooperation in this field strengthened. The technological
challenges posed by anti-missile and anti-satellite
programmes should be met by such cooperation.
- Within the framework of the United Nations or in a regional
context, international arrangements for the verification of
arms control and disarmament agreements by satellite or
otherwise should be initiated.
- A global ban on the manufacture, stockpiling and deploy
ment of chemical weapons should be concluded without
further delay within the framework of the Conference on
Disarmament.
- In order to further the early conclusion of a global ban on
chemical weapons, states which possess such weapons
should strictly abide by the Geneva Protocol of 1925
prohibiting the use of chemical weapons in war and should
refrain from the production and deployment of new types of
chemical weapons, in particular binary weapons.
Governments should dismantle special units trained for
chemical warfare.
- In order to reduce the risk of nuclear war, a series of
confidence- and security-building measures should be
initiated, including disengaging and reducing tactical nuclear
and conventional forces and devising mechanisms for the
prevention of accidental or inadvertent nuclear war.
- The principles of non-use of nuclear weapons and of non
use of force should be strengthened by appropriate treaty
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arrangements and by security stability, on as low a level as
possible, of nuclear and conventional forces. The main
military alliances should conclude an agreement on the
renunciation of force, including the use of nuclear and
conventional weapons. This agreement should encompass
the obligation to withdraw those nuclear weapons which are
designed to have the capability of implementing the concept
of first use.
In the view of the Socialist International the present
situation calls for the following measures of relevance for
regional nuclear and chemical disarmament, pending the
elimination of nuclear and chemical weapons:
- The non-proliferation of nuclear weapons should be
strengthened by both the nuclear-weapon powers and the
non-nuclear-weapon states. All states should adhere to the
Non-Proliferation Treaty while the nuclear-weapon powers
must pave the way for non-proliferation by promptly initiating
real nuclear disarmament, including the conclusion of a
comprehensive test ban treaty.
- The sovereign rights of peoples and governments not to
allow the stationing or temporary presence of nuclear
weapons on their territories must be respected. A process of
withdrawal of nuclear weapons from the territories of non
nuclear-weapon members of military alliances should be
initiated.
- The example set by the 1967 Treaty of Tlatelolco and the
1985 South Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone Treaty should inspire
the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones in other
regions, such as Northern Europe, the Balkans and the
Middle East. The non-nuclear status of Africa should be
formalised and should include the territory of South Africa.
The Treaty of Tlatelolco should be applied in the whole Latin
American region and it, as well as the South Pacific Nuclear
Free zone Treaty, should be brought fully into force.
- The nuclear-weapon powers should support the establish
ment of nuclear-weapon-free zones eg. by recognising the
status of such zones and by contributing with collateral
measures of constraint.
- The Soviet Union and the United States should
immediately halt further deployments of medium-range
nuclear systems and agree on reducing and eliminating
existing systems on both sides, including those systems
which were deployed in Eastern Europe in response to the
deployment of new US intermediate-range nuclear forces in
Western Europe. Action should be taken to explore whether
halting deployments in one or more countries facilitated an
agreement, based on the zero option in Europe.
- In addition, it is necessary to reduce battlefield nuclear
weapons deployed in Central Europe. The proposal of the
Palme Commission to start the elimination of nuclear
battlefield weapons with agreements on a nuclear-weapons
free corridor should be actively pursued.
- Regional disarmament measures should be undertaken to
promote global arms reductions. The proposal for an agree-�
ment to establish a zone free from chemical weapons in
Europe, jointly elaborated by the SPD of the Federal Republic
of Germany and the SEO of the German Democratic
Republic, can be considered as a model for a bilateral and
regional plan for arms reduction, crossing, as it does, the
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frontier of blocs and being based on the notions of common
detente and security.
- A conference of the European non-nuclear-weapon states
should be convened. This would provide a forum for a
common non-nuclear-weapon perspective to European
security and could promote a broad dialogue with the
nuclear-weapon powers.
To further conventional disarmament, and the peaceful
settlement of disputes as well as economic and social
development, the Socialist International recommends the
following measures, in particular:
- In the Stockholm Conference, the first agreements, to be
concluded well in advance of the CSCE follow-up meeting in
Vienna in October 1986, should include, in addition to the
first-generation CBMs on notification and observation of
military activities, significant measures on constraints and
the strengthening of the principle of non-use of force. After
the Vienna meeting, the process should focus upon
measures of European arms control and disarmament.
- In the Vienna talks a reduction of manpower in Central
Europe should be promptly concluded and further nego
tiations on the reduction of forces initiated, taking into
account also the possibility of making headway through
unilateral action and informal bargaining. A first agreement
should not be limited to symbolic reductions and to the
freezing of existing forces, but the original aim of reducing
the level of forces down to the previously agreed number of
900,000 soldiers on both sides and including a reduction of
conventional armaments should be maintained.
- Confidence- and security-building measures should be
created for other regions too, such as Central America, the
Middle East and Southwest and Southeast Asia. The Euro
pean experience can be of help but the initiative must come
from the countries concerned.
- Restrictions on arms transfers should be brought back to
the agenda of international arms control. The suppliers and
the recipients should agree upon the limitation, reduction and
control of such transfers. These measures are of particular
importance in sensitive areas and with regard to weapons
that are by their nature indiscriminate or destabilising.
- Recipient countries should cooperate within a regional
framework to promote the limitation of arms transfers to the
region. The Socialist International welcomes the initiative of
Peru, put forward to other South American states, to restrict
jointly the influx of weapons to the region.
- All states that have not done so should, without reser
vations, ratify or accede to the 1977 Protocols Additional to
the Geneva Conventions of 1949 on the protection of victims
of war and to the 1980 UN Convention on Prohibition or
Restriction on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons. The
possibilities of strengthening international scrutiny of the
application of humanitarian agreements should be actively
promoted by governments and international organisations.
The right of international agencies such as the International
Committee of the Red Cross to carry out their humanitarian
functions even in internal conflicts must be respected.
- The peace-building and peace-keeping role of the United
Nations must be strengthened, eg. by lending support to the
efforts of the secretary-general, in cooperation with the
Security Council, to foster the UN system of collective
security as defined by the Charter. The Security Council
should use its powers more actively in the case of threats to
peace, breaches of peace or acts of aggression. The possi
bilities of the UN machinery to resort to fact-finding.,
conciliation and other measures of conflicts settlement
should be improved.

- Equally important is the strengthening of regional insti
tutions in the settlement of conflicts. The peace-keeping role
of regional organisations could, for instance, be developed
in cooperation with the United Nations. Neutral and non
aligned countries as well as transregional fora and bodies
could also make a significant contribution. In the European
CSCE context the possibilities of designing new mechanisms
for the settlement of disputes among the CSCE countries
should be further explored.
- In order to give concrete substance to the idea of
promoting development through disarmament, an
international insti-tution should be established. The Socialist
International welcomes the French proposal to create an
international disarmament for development fund. A prefer
ence of allocations from such a fund should be established,
such as the favouring of the least developed countries, the
heavily indebted countries and countries hit by regional
conflicts and refugee problems.
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Developing common
•
economic
approaches
At Lima, MICHAEL MANLEY, the former Jamaican prime minister and chair
of the SI Committee on Economic Policy, introduced the Si's action
programme on the world economy, based on the conclusions of the Global
Challenge report.

I

n an analysis of the results of the work of the Committee
on Economic Policy, it is important to remember the
historical context in which the initiative came about,
arising as it did from a series of developments in the 1970s.
Firstly, there was the emergence of the radical right as a major
political force, exploiting a misinterpretation of the causes of
world inflation to put monetarism at the centre of the political
agenda. Secondly, the 1970s began to see the countries of the
third world identifying their continuing crisis as having
structural causes related to the nature of the world economy.
Then, of course, there was the Brandt Commission which
emerged as a beacon of hope for mankind. For the first time
an international body of such prestige identified the nature of
interdependence in the world, and called for cooperation
erween the North and South to develop a joint response to
the common crisis.
SOQ..'..LS AFF RS 3/86

It was a tragedy of history that the work of the Brandt
Commission fell foul of the historical forces dominating
electoral politics at the end of the 1970s. However, this was a
temporary reversal: as the 1980s unfold it is becoming clear
that the essential vision of Willy Brandt will survive and that
that of Reagan and Thatcher will perish.
After the Cancun conference which effectively halted the
vision of the Brandt Commission, there were efforts in 1981
to find new ways to restart the North-South dialogue. Indeed,
there was a conference in Kingston, the very pertinent
initiative of Bruno Kreisky in Europe in 1982, looking at
problems of European recovery, and so we came to Albufeira
in 1983, which established the Socialist International Com
mittee on Economic Policy. Beginning its work in 1983, the
Committee produced Global Challenge two years later.
Global Challenge is the title given to the formal summary of
two years of work examining these economic problems.
Global Challenge was not only based on the primary analysis
of the Brandt Commission but also tried to extend it further
by aiming to set ideas for cooperation in political motion. In
1985 the Bureau of the SI formally adopted Global Challenge
in Bommersvik. The report has been translated into Spanish
and Portuguese, and efforts are being made to translate it into
other major languages. With a view to pressing political parties
to commit themselves to put its recommendations into
action,the Bureau also instructed the committee to extract a
tight, precise action programme from Global Challenge.
Given that the problem of debt is a stumbling block and the
most difficult single item in the international economic
agenda, it was also decided at Bommersvik that a special task
force be set up to take the broad ideas that were emerging in
the movement about the handling of debt, and to give them a
more precise elaboration.
There can be no doubt that Global Challenge is of genuine
historic significance. For the first time the Socialist
International has agreed on questions of economic policy and
now proposes that we jointly commit ourselves to an action
programme based on these policies. It is historic because it
could open new avenues for international action and cooper-
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ation in the future.
Global Challenge contains ten central aspects that are
crucial to an intellectual and analytical understanding of it:
- Firstly, Global Challenge threw down a direct challenge to
monetarism as an idea and deflation as a strategy.
- Secondly, it proposes a plan for joint recovery in the North
and development in the South.
- Thirdly, it identifies three elements in such a plan: the
recovery of spending in the North; the restructuring of the
world economy, particularly in relation to the management of
trade and finance; and also the redistribution of wealth
towards poorer countries and peoples in the world.
- Fourthly, it rejects the idea that all change must await inter
national consensus. Experience has shown that, while we
remain absolutely committed to multilateralism, consensus
can become the graveyard for hopes for change. Central to
the strategic thinking of Global Challenge, then, is the idea
that while we await firmer multilateral support, like-minded
governments in North and South can already begin to cooper
ate in a common plan of action within their means.
- Fifthly, it asserts that general recovery will curtail and

control inflation because greater production for larger trade
will reduce unit costs of production. This is of central
importance to the type of debate in which we will have to
engage if these programmes are to move forward politically.
- Sixthly, it rejects the 'trickle-down' theory and the false
dichotomy between social and economic development and
repudiates the sacrifice of human values, the sacrifice of
medical care, of education, of care for the aged on the altar
of monetarism.
- Seventhly, it recognises that debt is the result of an
economic system that is unjust and is now becoming unwork
able, and that debt has become the biggest single obstacle to
recovery and development and as such requires a global
solution.
- Eighthly, it calculates that an annual increase in spending
of $100 billions in the North, for example, could create
millions of jobs and, within a period of ten years, could lead
to a 5 percent annual growth in third-world exports as well as
lay the foundation for an estimated 50 to 66 percent growth in
the third-world GDP.
- Ninthly, it reminds us that this additional spending of $100

High spirits, high prospects?: Ghanaian village children
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billions a year must be seen alongside the fact that at present
the world is spending $1,000 billions a year on arms of death,
regardless of all other considerations. We believe that the
transferal of orie tenth of the expenditure on death to
expenditure on life could move the whole world forward in a
new and positive direction; Disarmament is linked to
economic recovery and disarmament and development must
play their part in the building of justice and democracy in the
world.
Jorge Sol once beguiled us with a comment on what is taking
place in the world of international finance by saying that the
world is currently playing an elaborate game of 'charades'.
When there is a financial crisis, the country 'pretends' that it
can meet a programme it has worked out with the IMF; the
IMF 'pretends' that the country can meet the programme; the
commercial banks, on whose behalf the IMF acts as a
gendarme, 'pretends' that all this is going to work; and more
importantly still, President Reagan 'pretends' it will work, so·
that he will not have to face a global solution to the problem.
So we are all taking part in this elaborate game.
More often than not, we find that we can predict almost to
the month when the next defaults are going to take place.
Simultaneously, we watch how the democratic process and
social progress are slowly undermined. We are grinding on the
road downwards when we should be struggling to move
upwards.
I say to my third-world friends, particularly my Latin
American colleagues, that we are failing in our duty before
history, when those of us who are debtors each try to pursue
our own individual salvation in our private deals with the
International Monetary Fund. It was Lord Keynes who·
reminded us, more than fifty years ago, that if you owe a man
£100 you are in trouble; but if you owe him £1,000,000, he is

in trouble. Nobody is calliug for unilateral default or
irresponsible actions; what we are saying is that a common
position would give the debt-ridden countries the power to
force the world to deal with us all together and to demand a
summit that would free us from the chains of this problem.
There can be no question that there is a vital need for an
international c-onference on debt. Four principles are central
to dealing with the problem.
- Firstly, the debts of the least developed countries, particu
larly the countries of subsaharan Africa, should be cancelled
or converted into grants.
- Secondly, there should be a massive rescheduling of the
remainder of the debt, involving thirty year terms and periods
of moratorium, as well as a ceiling on interest rates.
- Thirdly, if the economies of the Third World are to get their
breath back, there must be some form of relationship between
debt sevicing on the one hand, and export earnings on the
other. The economies of the Third World need the oxygen of
foreign exchange in their systems to be able to buy manu
factured goods from the First World. Our proposal is for debt
repayments of not more than 20 percent of export earnings in
any one year. In this regard, Peru is the first country to be
putting into practice the theories that we have been talking
about for nearly two years and deserves our absolute support
and cooperation.
- Fourthly, there is the proposal to raise special drawing rights
to a total of $150 billions by annual increases of $30 billions
over the next five years.
- Fifthly, an international debt organisati0n should be
created.
By realising these ideas, we can start a whole new forward
march to social democracy in the First World, the Third
World, and, indeed, all of the world.

Commitment to action

based; this will be pursued within institutions, national and
multilateral, with the press, and among the members of the
public;
(d) organise conferences, seminars, workshops and other
forms of discussion to promote the Action Programme and the
'Global Challenge' report.

Part 3 of the Action Programme on
world economic recovery
We are and remain committed to the multilateral solutions to
global problems recommended in the two reports of the Brandt
Commission. This is the most genuinely global response to the
crisis in world development. Recent economic developments
have made the implementation of these recommendations even
more necessary.
However, pending such a multilateral resolution of the global
crisis, we commit ourselves to working jointly and with like-.
minded countries to prototype and pioneer the new model of
development outlined in this Action Progamme. In particular:
SI parties in general
undertake to:
(a) promote among member parties awareness of and commit
ment to the analysis and recommendations which form the basis
of the 'Global Challenge' report and, specifically, the proposals
of the action programme;
(b) ensure that.reference to the Action Programme is contained
in election manifestos and forms a basis for election campaign
ing;
(c) create public support for the action programme and the
positive view of the world and its possibilities upon which it is
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SI parties holding office
undertake to:
(a) initiate joint action to implement this programme;
(b) strengthen the multilateral system and its various insti
tutions and particularly those of the UN;
(c) initiate proposals within multilateral and regional insti
tutions, such as the IMF, World Bank, regional development
banks, OECD, the European Community and UN agencies,
aimed at the implementation of the reforms proposed in this
programme;
(d) take action in cooperation with other like-minded govern
ments, even where there is not yet international consensus on a
particular point of the Action Programme, or in the face of
opposition to multilateral action.
SI parties holding office in the developing world
undertake to work to establish, along with other like-minded
governments, a Third World secretariat to facilitate the planning
of South-South cooperation projects.
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The Manifesto
ofLima
We reprint in full the text of the main resolution adopted
on 23 June by the Seventeenth SI Congress.

(1) This Lima Congress of the Socialist International commits
itself to the struggle for peace, world economic development
and the protection of the environment. These goals demand
increased cooperation between the nations, not short-sighted
selfishness and cynicism. The paradox of our time is that the
peoples of the earth are more interdependent than ever
before, yet there has not been an effective multinational
response to this unprecedented reality. The post-war system
is inadequate. It must be adjusted to cope with new realities.
(2) There will be far-reaching political, economic and social
· developments in the remaining years of the 1980s, and they
will be truly global in their impact because of the
unprecedented interdependence of the world economy in
recent years.
(3) It is, then, particularly important that this historic first
Congress of the Socialist International in Latin America
should address these· issues in Lima. President Alan Garcfa
has pointed the way not simply to a future which will benefit
Peru but toward a common solution to the common crisis of
the world economy of the eighties. President Garcia, and his
party, the Peruvian Aprista Party, are the heirs of a vision of
a continental struggle against imperialism . and for the
liberation of all Latin America first articulated by Victor
Raul Haya de la Torre. These are particularly fitting auspices
for a new socialist manifesto whose essential focus is the
global perspective of late twentieth and twenty-first century
socialism.
(4) For the great new reality of these times is the
unprecedented internationalisation of the human condition.
That is the decisive military, economic, social and political
fact which requires a creative restatement of the basic
principles of democratic socialism. The socialist movement
has always been internationalist in theory, but these
conditions demand of us more of a practical commitment to
that internationalism than ever before.
(5) We take the relationship between North and South as a
dramatic example of the new interdependence of the globe in
every sphere of life. Practical politicians have learned in the
1980s that even the debts of the poor nations are a threat to
the wealth of the rich nations. Hunger and underdevelop
ment have always been a moral outrage, but they are now

elements in a common cns1s, the result of a wrenching
economic unification of the world which has far outstripped
our political, social, and national institutions. A common
solution is our only hope.
(6) This is particularly true since the assumption that the
world has entered upon a new era of steady growth based on
national and international anti-egalitarianism is in for a rude
shock. And one of the key reasons is precisely that the
austerity imposed upon the Third World in the eighties is a
threat to the rich of this planet as well as a scourge for its
poor. This raises the danger that unemployed producers will
face hungry consumers, and threatened creditors will
confront impoverished debtors.
(7) Many of the most threatening environmental and
developmental problems today are caused, to a considerable
extent, by the widespread poverty and the inequitable
distribution of resources within individual nations and among
nations and regions.
(8) Meanwhile, unless there is a drastic reversal of present
trends, the arms race will become even more ominous as new
weapons systems tend to subvert the very possibility of arms
control.
(9) And regional conflicts - in Central America, the Middle
East, Southern Africa, the Far East a:nd elsewhere - will not
only bring death and destruction to those areas but could
become the occasion of · superpower interventions and
conflict.
(10) The advanced western economies, still trying to cope
with the chronic instabilities which ended the post-war boom
in the 1970s, will almost certainly be forced to structural
transformations as the very uneven and contradictory
recovery of the past three years comes to an end.
(11) Eastern bloc economies are still in a deep crisis rooted in
undemocratic and excessively centralised planning,
bureaucracy, and lack of individual motivation. The future
will no doubt force them to deep conceptual and structural
transformations in order to meet their own needs and to
participate in a fruitful economic interaction between North
and South. In a world which is more and more
interdependent, these economies cannot isolate themselves
SOCIALIST AFFAIRS 3/86
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from the rest of the globe, nor should they be isolated by
others. They must be part of the international effort to create
a new economic order.
(12) We commit ourselves to work toward a strengthening of
global cooperation in the multilateral framework of the
United Nations, representing all peoples on the basis of a
charter aimed at guaranteeing human rights, the provision of
basic human needs and peace and security for all. The role of
the UN should be strengthened both in the field of
international economic cooperation and in that of peace and
security. Present efforts to undermine the UN by unilaterally
withdrawing funds or bypassing this multilateral system by
concentrating decisions in small groups of countries should
be countered by new initiatives to make the UN the main
forum for international cooperation. Such initiatives should
go beyond supporting the UN system in its present form and
include renewed promises of consultation within the UN as
\vell as efforts to improve its efficiency and effectiveness.
(13) It is within this basic framework of an analysis of the
common crisis of the world economy and policy that we
speak from Lima, with a sense of the renewed relevance of
our socialist principles in a time when far-reaching change is
on the agenda. We can obviously only outline in the briefest
way some of the most urgent aspects of trends which could
well make the end of the eighties as turbulent as its
beginning. But even such a "tour d'horizon" suffices to show
why we believe, not that we have the solution to all of these
difficulties, but that we have a significant socialist
contribution to make, in action as well as in thought, in
resolving the present crisis.
(14) We adopt this Lima Manifesto as an International with a
majority of its parties from the Third World, speaking to the
�orth as well as the South, to the East as well as the West.
\ e have an analysis which demonstrates how, more and
more, humankind is implicated in a single common fate; and
as socialists, we propose an international vision, a political
direction, which can animate men and women in every corner
of the globe.

The common crisis
(15) The basic theme of the International's analysis of the
world economy, clearly articulated in our Manifesto of
Albufeira and Global Challenge, as well as in the two reports
of the Brandt Commission, is the need for a common solution
to the common crisis of the North and South. The destructive
reality, and the even much greater destructive potential, of
the global debt crisis is a confirmation of our worst fears.
16) That crisis had its origins in the breakdown of the
Bretton Woods financial system in 1971-73. This development
coincided with the end of the decisive hegemony of the
American economy in the post-war world. And it coincided
'11.ith an ominous trend: between 1965 and 1970, the
percentage of GNP from the OECD economies devoted to
development assistance declined from 0.49 to 0.34, and the
role of private cash flows started to increase.
(1 ) That trend was then accelerated by the quadrupling of oil
prices in 1974. The major western banks rightly boasted that
they had successfully recycled billions in oil profits and thus
made it possible for the non-oil Third World to survive and
e advanced economies themselves to avert a depression. In
· e short run, they were right and even unwittingly
demonstrated the validity of one of our most basic proposals
- that a massive transfer of funds from North to South is a
critical part of the common solution to the world economic
8
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crisis - but they also laid the foundations for the debt crisis of
the eighties at the same time.
(18) We take it as evidence of the practicality and soundness
of our own strategy of global reflation in the interest of the
South and North that the banks strategy did in fact work in
that short run. Between 1973 and 1981, the average annual
rate of growth of the non-oil Third World was 5.1 percent
(compared to 5.8 percent between 1967 and 1972). And this
happened even with a huge jump in energy costs and despite
the fact that the growth rate of the industrial countries
dropped from 4.4 percent in 1967-72 to 2.8 percent between
1973 and 1981.
(19) Note well: the North gained from this debt-financed
performance of the South since that growth in the developing
nations provided export outlets for the rich powers. Our
, concept of a common solution is not, then, an abstraction. It
took place in the seventies - but in a perverse, uncoordinated
fashion that did not lead to balanced development.
(20) The key to that perversity was that the financing came
from private banks rather than from official development
lending. That meant that when the crisis came, profit-making
institutions could not, economically or, in many cases, legally
roll over the debt as official donors could. The debt solution
of the seventies turned into the debt crisis of the eighties
primarily because international cash flows between North
and South had become hostage to private banking priorities.
(21) That crisis was then exacerbated by the monetarist
assault on inflation in the United States which, in addition to
helping create the worst recession in half a century in that
country, raised the interest rates on the currency in which oil
prices were denominated and thus set off a reverse flow of
funds from the South to the North. And that trend was
further accentuated by the increase in arms' sales to the
South as well as by the flight of capital on the part of the rich
in the developing countries.
(22) Commodity prices for third-world exporters had already
begun to go down during the recession of 1974-75 in the
advanced economies. And then there were the new OPEC
increases of 1979, the soaring American interest rates which
made those energy costs even greater and, above all, in 19811982, the deepest recession in the West since the Great
Depression. These events were an economic disaster for the
Third World. And, as oil prices began to fall, even the
developing countries with that resource saw their incomes
and, worse, their entire debt and investment structure
become problematic. Indeed, northern concern with
southern problems declined almost exactly parallel with
commodity prices.
(23) These developments struck the regions of the Third.
World in different ways. Latin America was most seriously
affected: four of the seven major borrowers in the world were
found in that region, with debts of almost US$300 billion.
The Philippines contracted more than $13 billion in debt.
South Korea borrowed more than $31 billion but the cruel
success of its authoritarian, low-wage model of dependent
economic development made it capable of dealing with that
debt. Other Asian countries followed a similar model and
were able to profit from a combination of anti-democratic
repression and subordination to the priorities of the western
transnationals.
(24) These problems were then made worse by the
conventional capitalist wisdom, enforced by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF). It insisted upon austerity, the
reduction of domestic consumption, devaluation to promote
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exports and limit imports, and government spending cuts at a
time of grievous human suffering. In effect, the masses of the
Third World, and of Latin America especially, had to pay
with their living standards for debts which had often been
undertaken by anti-democratic regimes and had, in any case,
been artificially and unfairly increased by the anti-inflation
policies of western conservatives.

(25) But if this crisis had its most brutal impact upon the poor
of the world, it also had a very negative impact upon the rich.
Since the debt was primarily owed to private banks rather
than to governments, their repudiation, in fact and/or on
principle, would precipitate a major financial crisis in the
advanced economies, the United States first and foremost.

(26) At the same time, the reduction of living standards
within the developing countries, and the related export
oriented devaluation strategies, meant that the major
western powers lost foreign markets and faced a new wave of
competition. The Federal Reserve Bank of New York
calculates that, between 1981 and 1983, the United States lost
nearly 250,000 jobs as a result of a 40 percent fall in exports
to Latin America.

(27) Indeed, these consequences were so obvious to the
governments of the advanced economies that they committed
themselves, in a grudging, inadequate and ad hoc way, to
seeing to it that the world financial system did not collapse.
The United States came to the aid of Mexico in 1982 and
other arrangements were made with other debtor nations.
But nothing was done to deal with the underlying causes of
the debt crisis.

I

I

(28) And yet, even before the dramatic fall in oil prices in
1986 opened up a new chapter in the crisis, it was clear that a
international financial structure had been created which
could not be saved by business as usual. For instance, even if
the debtor countries were to follow successfully the anti
social priorities of the IMF, the abolition of their debt would
r.equire that the advanced nations run an enormous trade
deficit with the Third World.

(29) It is in the context of the related goals of international
justice and social democracy that we endorse the Global
Challenge resolution and Action Programme adopted by this
Congress.

(30) We most emphatically reject the notion that democracy
is a privilege reserved to the advanced economies. Just as the
struggle of the people from below has challenged the rule of
the rich and powerful in the North, socialists in the South rely
on the same popular forces, even if in a different historical
and cultural context. We are, therefore, enormously
heartened by the democratic victories of the past three years
in the Third World. We hail our member parties and friends
who participated in these events in a number of countries
around the world. We are dedicated to the redistribution of
income and wealth, to economic democracy, welfare and
social justice in both the North and South. Therefore, we
give priority to supporting those forces that are democratic or
moving toward democracy, and that respect human rights.

(31) In the light of some of the special problems of the Third
World we urge: the reduction in extreme differentials of
income and wealth; a principled battle to implement the
Forward Looking Programme of the UN Conference on
Women adopted in Nairobi in 1985; and an end to all forms of
racial and ethnic oppression. Each one of these points, we
will show, has its analogue in the advanced democracies.

(32) We do not believe that human rights and democracy in
the Third World are luxuries to be acquired by the people
after they have been tutored in economic development by an
elite, even by a national elite. We believe that the
redistribution of income and wealth, women's rights and the
combatting of racial and ethnic prejudice all free mighty
forces which can speed economic development and guarantee
that technological progress is a means of human liberation
and not of new forms of oppression.
(33) Therefore, all of us, of the South and the North, meeting
in Lima, pledge that the moral issue of justice and the
common political interest of North and South in the Third
SOCIALIST AFFAIRS 3/86
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World are critical and imperative values which unite us, and
that they must become animating principles of all our actions
in the years ahead.

The environment and natural resources
(34) We are now aware of the growing devastation of the
environment and pressure on our limited natural resources.
We have seen deforestation and desertification in the
countries of the Third World; the increasing role of air
pollution and acid rain in the death of our forests and their
detrimental effects on human health; overcropping in
agriculture; the spoliation of our seas; lakes and drinking
water; and threats to the atmosphere and our genetic
resources. Our attention has also been increasingly drawn to
the effect on people's health of various external environmen
tal factors and the risks inherent in our working environment.
(35) The Chernobyl disaster underlines the international
nature of our environmental concerns. Radiation does not
respect national frontiers. The disaster also points to the
underlying dangers of nuclear energy. Although all member
parties of the SI do not agree on nuclear energy, it is time to
begin planning for energy production without nuclear
energy, and all states have the obligation, and the right, to
inform, and to be info-rmed about developments and
accidents concerning nuclear plants.
(36) Although we now face a host of environmental
problems, at the same time we have the knowledge and the
technological resources that provide a unique opportunity to
remedy them.
(37) Our joint management of the biosphere is of importance
for both national and international security. Human activities
can seriously disturb the equilibrium of the ecological system.
This entails a threat to the basic conditions for life on our
planet and also a risk of international conflicts. The
connection between interference with the environment on
the one hand and political and social destabilisation on the
other is so manifest that it cannot be disregarded. We are
therefore faced by the important task of developing long
term strategies for protection of the environment and
management of our natural resources. We must find a
development strategy which is compatible both with the
demands for economic and social development and those for
a safe and enduring world.
(38) Important steps have been taken, within the framework
of the Brundtland Commission, to reactivate global
acceptance of responsibility for management of the
environment and natural resources. The industrial countries
can play an important part in easing the pressure on global
resources and also in developing and spreading technology
which satisfies the requirements of sound management of our
resources and the environment. The important conclusion to
be drawn from the response to increased oil prices in the
seventies is that this can be done. It is clearly possible to
make far more stringent demands than those stipulated by
national standards or international conventions today.
(39) In the name of international cooperation it is therefore
essential that:
- technological development and exploitation of natural
resources comply with the demands made by the global
system;
- the industrial countries take greater responsibility for the
transfer to the Third World of technology which is effective,
in harmony with environmental needs and economical in
terms of resources;
20
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- greater attention be paid to the environmental aspect in
development assistance programmes;
- a ban be placed on the exportation to other countries of
activities involving environmental hazards which are not
acceptable in a domestic context;
- greater resources to made available and political
instruments elaborated to save the world's forests, i.e. to
prevent clear-felling of the rain forests, deforestation in
third-world countries and the accelerating death of the
forests in the industrial countries;
- greater efforts be made to reduce air pollution across
national borders;
- activities involving a risk of polluting seas, lakes or drinking
water be prohibited by international conventions;
- greater attention be paid to endangered species of plants
and animals;
- and greater attention be paid to the problems connected
with the working environment and health and welfare both in

Doublespeak?: The MX 'Peacekeeper' missile,
which will be able to deliver up to twelve warheads
against military targets (the photograph shows the
fitting of reentry vehicles onto the MX 'bus')
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the industrial countries and in the developing countries.

Controlling the new· insecurity
(40) Peace and disarmament are essential for survival,
development and freedom. The arms race threatens the very
existence of humanity. It hinders effective action for
economic and social development. It poisons human
relationships.
(41) As individuals and nations we are being deprived of our
right to life and survival; our right to fully develop our
societies; and our right to live in peace, freedom, and
solidarity.
(42) Nuclear war would devastate our whole planet and
annihilate humanity. Let there be no misunderstanding:
nuclear war would be the ultimate crime against humanity.
(43) The arms race is not restricted to nuclear weapons. More
and more effort is spent in creating new and more destructive
conventional weapons. The arms race is beginning to escape
human control. It is not enough to prevent the outbreak of
wars. The arms race spiral itself must be broken. There are
no winners, only losers, in both nuclear war and the arms
race.
(44) Governments must realise that their security needs
cannot properly be satisfied by innovations in weapons
technology and a further arms build-up. It is not the quality
of weapons but the quality of politics which must be
improved.
(45) True security is common security. It can only be built in
partnership, taking into account the security requirements of
all countries and aspirations of all peoples. We need a new
policy of cooperation, trust and openness, and thus a new
detente.
(46) In our view all states, particularly the major military
powers, are under a firm political, moral as well as legal
obligation to stop the present madness. There is an alarming
contradiction between this obligation and the state of
disarmament negotiations. The Socialist International
condemns the failure of the governments concerned to come
to terms with the most pressing imperative of our times. All
states have to prove that they are not just trying to cover
militarisation by speaking about arms control and deferring
tangible results, which must include effective verification
arrangements.
(47) The Soviet Union and the United States have both
declared their readiness to eliminate their nuclear arsenals,
beginning with a 50 percent cut. The Socialist International
welcomes this readiness but calls for these words to be turned
into deeds. World public opinion would be completely
disillusioned if it turned out that they did not mean what they
said. Therefore, it is imperative that the limits set by SALT I
and II should be scrupulously upheld by both parties, and
deep cuts, with appropriate verification arrangements, made
into the existing arsenals.
1 (48) The halting and then final prohibition of all nuclear
weapons tests would show that the governments concerned
are serious about arms control. In fact, all nuclear tests
should be halted. The Socialist International strongly appeals
to the US government to abandon its negative stand on the
question of a comprehensive test ban. The negotiations on a
comprehensive test ban treaty ( CTBT) must be immediately
resumed, and a verifiable CTBT should be concluded
without further delay and applied to all nuclear-weapons
powers.

(49) The Socialist International also stresses the importance
of verifiable unilateral and bilateral measures in the service
of peace and detente. Any offer of arms limitation or arms
reduction, any offer of any other measure aimed at slowing
down the arms race and reducing tension, must be seriously
considered and positively answered. Any off-hand rejection
of a disarmament offer is detrimental to international
understanding, peace, and stability.
(50) It is also important to prevent the development of anti
missiles and anti-satellite systems, whether ground-, air or
space-based. The 1972 ABM Treaty between the Soviet
Union and the United States must be preserved and
strengthened. Outer space must be used for peaceful
purposes only.
(51) Strategic nuclear disarmament will also strengthen the
nonproliferation regimes. In order to enhance non
proliferation, the non-stationing and removal of nuclear
weapons, as well as the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free
zones and corridors, should be actively pursued.
(52)* The Socialist International notes with satisfaction the
Treaty of Tlatelolco establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone
in Latin America and the South Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone
Treaty of 1985. The SI invites all states that have not done so
to join these treaties, and calls upon all nuclear powers to
respect the treaties by signing the respective protocols.
(53) The Socialist International welcomes the Five
Continents' Peace Initiative of six heads of state or
government from Argentina, Greece, India, Mexico, Sweden
and Tanzania. The aim of this initiative is to ensure that the
fate of disarmament is not left to the nuclear superpowers
alone.
(54) Pending the final elimination of chemical weapons,
everything should be done to halt their further development
and deployment. The proposal for an agreement to establish
a zone in Europe free from chemical weapons, jointly
elaborated by the SPD of the Federal Republic of Germany
and the SEO of the German Democratic Republic, can. be
considered as a model of a bilateral and regional plan for
arms reduction, crossing as it does the frontiers of blocs and
being based on the notion of detente and common security.
·(55) In view of the Geneva negotiations on a global ban on
chemical weapons, the Socialist International appeals to the
United States of America and other powers not to produce
new types of chemical weapons such as binary nerve gas. We
condemn the use of any such weapons and all breaches of the
1925 Geneva Protocol.
(56) The Soviet Union and the . United States should
immediately halt further deployments of medium-range
nuclear systems and agree on reducing and eliminating
existing systems on both sides, including those systems which
were deployed in Eastern Europe in response to the placing
of the new US inetrmediate-range nuclear forces in Western
Europe.
(57) Nuclear arms control should not be allowed to legitimise
a build-up in conventional arms. The interrelation between
nuclear and conventional weapons and forces and the
increased destructiveness of modern conventional arms calls
for renewed and more resolute efforts at conventional
disarmament. All the governments concerned should take
immediate steps to ensure that, in Europe, the Stockholm
* The Socialist Party, PS, France, expressed a reservation on
paragraph 52.
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Conference and the Vienna talks produce positive results
initiating a process of European disarmament. Similar
processes should be initiated in other regions.
(58) The limitation of arms transfers should be brought back
to the arms control agenda. The Socialist International
welcomes the initiative of Peru in restricting the inflow of
arms to the region.
(59) The United Nations, during its forty years of existence,
has become a major and permanent factor in international
relations. But the UN has not received enough support in its
primary task - the safeguarding of international peace and
security and the peaceful settlement of disputes. There must
be a real will for countries to join forces under the auspices of
the UN in order to stop ongoing regional wars and to prevent
new conflicts from emerging.
(60) The Socialist International condemns any use of force
contrary to the UN Charter. The Socialist International is
alarmed by the growing acceptance of military interventions
as a means of solving international, regional and national
conflicts. The world must not be led along a path of
vengeance, hatred and reliance on military might. To a
degree never before apparent, acts of terrorism have come to
disturb and destabilise national and international life.
Terrorism cannot be considered as just another form of war
or armed struggle. Its indiscriminate threat is directed at the
very fabric of civilised national and international life and hits
most directly at those who are defenceless. Terrorism breeds
more terrorism and thus is directly responsible for the
spiralling of violence. It obstructs rather than facilitates
political solutions. Democratic socialists therefore voice their
categorical rejection of this murderous means of action. They
affirm that under no circumstances can acts of terrorism,
whether performed or supported by individuals, groups or
governments, be justified. They therefore launch an
energetic appeal for a return to peaceful and non-violent
means of political action and for the isolation and
condemnation of those who continue to resort to terrorism as
a means to further their political aims.
(61) The major problems of today, such as starvation,
unemployment and threats to the environment, can only be
solved by patient and determined negotiations aimed at
significant measures of arms control and disarmament, and
the diversion of resources which are now wasted on
armaments. These resources must be redirected to economic
and social development and the promotion and protection of
human rights and fundamental freedoms.
(62) The Socialist International believes that there can be no
finer memorial to our comrade Olof Palme than to regain our
right to live in peace, freedom and solidarity.

Regional conflicts
(63) Some of the most important struggles for freedom are
taking place in Latin America and the Caribbean. We favour
peace in the region, the right to national self-determination
and sovereignty and respect for the principle of non
intervention. We endorse the specific applications of these
principles set forth in the resolution adopted by this Congress
on Latin America and the Caribbean.
(64) The Middle East is clearly an area of bitter conflicts
which involve not simply the immediate parties but other
nations in the region and the big powers as well. The
resolution of these hostilities is, therefore, critical for the
work of regional and international peace as well as putting an
end to the bloodshed.

(65) The SI welcomes the efforts of its member parties in
Israel to try to reach a just und lasting peace in the region. It
considers that this can only attained by political negotiations
between all the parties concerned, including the legitimate
representatives of the Palestinian people. This peace must be
founded on the fundamental right of all states in the region to
live in peace and security within recognised borders, and
according to fundamental rights, the right of the Palestinian
people to self-determination and to their own national
homeland. This should mean at some point a mutual and
simultaneous recognition of each other by Israelis and
Palestinians, and a cessation of all violence.
(66) The SI sees the role of the United Nations, and any
other appropriate international agency, as positive in helping
this process. The SI expresses its deep concern over the
continuing stalemate in efforts to make progress towards just
and lasting peace in the Middle East. It reaffirms its belief
that peace in the region and peace amongst and within its
nations can only be attained through a patient search for new
foundations of coexistence between Israel, the Palestinian
people and their Arab neighbours. In a spirit of solidarity
with the peoples of the region, the SI appeals to all parties to
the conflict as well as to the UN to pursue any alternatives
towards the resumption of a political dialogue, renouncing
violence and terrorism and building a framework for peace.
(67) The SI expresses its concern about the existence of
settlements in the occupied territories, which is contrary to
international law and to United Nations resolutions, and
which contribute to reducing the basis for negotiations.
(68) The road towards peace is long and difficult. The SI
recognises the proposals. of the government headed by
Shimon Peres as positive and useful steps. It also keeps in
mind the Arab Fez plan.
(69) Since the previous Congress in 1983, the situation in
Lebanon has been marked by further suffering for the
Lebanese people, the Palestinian refugees who have sought
refuge there, and for the foreign victims of terrorism.
Reaffirming its resolute support for the sovereignty,
territorial integrity and unity of this country, the SI appeals
to all Lebanese to unite around a programme for national
reconstruction and development and for a strengthening of
its democratic institutions which alone are capable of finally
bringing civil peace; and to oppose terrorism and violence.
The SI considers that the complete withdrawal of all foreign
troops from Lebanese territory would help to reduce the
grave tension prevailing in Lebanon.
(70) The SI, having adopted a resolution on Cyprus at its
Slangerup Bureau meeting in April 1984, and having sent two
missions to the island, the most recent being in August 1984,
reiterates its previous resolution on Cyprus, and calls for the
immediate withdrawal of the Turkish occupation troops and
the implementation of UN resolutions on Cyprus, and
supports the effort of the UN secretary-general to reach a
settlement of the Cyprus issue.
(71) The SI expresses its very grave concern about the war
which has lasted nearly six years between Iraq and Iran.
There is no justification for its continuation. This conflict
endangers the stability of the region and is the cause of
immense human and material losses for two countries which
have been diverted from the course of development. It is not
for the SI to apportion blame for the start and continuation of
this war. But, faithful to the determined action of its vice
president, the late Olof Palme, it condemns all violations of
the Geneva Convention (prohibition of chemical weapons,
respect for the rights of prisoners of war) and appeals to both
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sides to proclaim a lasting ceasefire, and to search for peace
based on the respect of treaties and international borders,
and on non-interference in the internal affairs of nations free
to choose their own government. It supports the efforts of the
United Nations, the Non-Aligned Movement and the Islamic
Conference and all other parties striving for peace.
(72) The future peace and security of the Asia-Pacific region
is dependant on the establishment of stable and democratic
political systems in the Philippines and Korea.
(73) The SI therefore welcomes the movement towards more
democratic government in the Philippines. The application of
'people power' in the Philippines has provided the
opportunity for meaningful political reform. The SI hopes
that the new president, Corazon Aquino, can now establish a
stable democratic system in the Philippines 'Jased on a
successful economic reconstruction.
(74) The SI sees as encouraging the increased pressure for
democratic reform in South Korea and the growth of
alternative democratic forces in the face of very difficult
circumstances.
(75) The SI supports moves to find a politic;al solution which
will facilitate the withdrawal of Vietnamese forces from
Kampuchea.
(76) We strongly reaffirm our support for the struggle against
apartheid in South Africa as it was highlighted by the special
conference in Arusha, Tanzania, in September 1984, and
reaffirmed by the special meeting of the International in
Gaborone, Botswana, in April 1986. There can be no
compromise with apartheid. It must be abolished. It cannot
be reformed.

(77) We look to the African National Congress, the United
Democratic Front, the emergent trade unions and all the
progressive forces of whatever racial origin as the hope of
South Africa and indeed of humanity itself. We strenuously
condemn the recent attacks by South Africa on Botswana,
Zimbabwe and Zambia.
(78) South Africa continues to destabilise and put illicit
pressure on the front line states. South Africa wants to
weaken and bleed them by all means, including actual attacks
on neighbouring countries. South Africa is willing to cause an
enormous human and economic sacrifice of the population
and of refugees in order to remain master of the region.
(79) The SI believes that Namibia should immediately be
liberated according to UN Resolution 435. There is no other
way to a truly independent Namibia. There can be no doubt
that SWAPO is the most representative force in Namibia.
Linkage between the question of Namibian independence
and the possible withdrawal of Cuban troops is unjustified.
Support for UNITA in Angola further complicates any
settlement and means in fact nothing else than supporting
South African domination of Namibia.
(80) On the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the Soweto
uprising in 1976 the South African regime stepped up
repression and violence by declaring a state of emergency.
Each day . non-white children are being killed by state
terrorism. South Africa continues to destabilise and attack
neighbouring states. The world at large has a responsibility to
stop this outrageous syStem. (81) International sanctions
might be the last chance for peaceful change. The opposition
in South Africa supports them. Therefore, the SI calls for:
- halting investments in South Africa and ending government

Making a point for freedom: SWAPO activist addressing a rally in Angola
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insurance of credits to South Africa;
- strengthening the oil embargo by the oilproducing countries
by banning the export and transport of oil to South Africa,
and embargoing the export of coal from South Africa;
- cutting air and shipping links with South Africa;
- and banning the import of South African agricultural
products.
(82) If international bodies such as the UN and the European
Community are unable to define a policy towards South
Africa with real mandatory sanctions, countries alone and in
concert should pursue these actions.
(83) The SI also reaffirms its support of the right of the
Saharan people to self-determination and independence. We
reiterate our support for the initiation of direct negotiations
between the Polisario Front and Morocco to achieve a just,
definitive solution to this conflict.
(84) The SI believes that the struggle of the Eritrean people
for self-determination, which has persisted for thirty years,
must be setttled by the principles upheld by the United
Nations and the OAU.
(85) The SI expresses its very grave concern about the
protracted Soviet military occupation of Afghanistan. The SI
is deeply concerned about the grave violations of human
rights perpetrated by the Soviet/Kabul forces against both the
resistance fighters and the civilian population, and about the
situation of the four million Afghan refugees in Pakistan and
Iran. The SI supports the UN- sponsored efforts to achieve a
political solution to the war, and considers that such a
settlement should essentially be based upon the withdrawal
of Soviet troops and the restoration of the inalienable right of
the Afghan people to their national self-determination. The
SI calls upon all member parties to work for increased
humanitarian aid to the Afghan population, both in the
refugee camps and inside the country.
(86) We are also very concerned about continuing violations
of human rights, particularly by actions that run counter to
the Final Act of the Helsinki conference on 'the free
circulation of all people and ideas'. We are therefore in
solidarity with all democratic movements in Eastern Europe,
like Solidarnosc, with the struggle for basic freedoms,
including trade union rights, religious liberty and the defence
of the rights of national minorities. Indeed, we believe that
our commitment to disarmament and detente will create a
more favourable situation for these movements.
(87) At the same time, the SI is keenly aware of the
deteriorating situation of the Jews of the Soviet Union, and,
in particular, of the halting of the emigration of the Soviet
Jews despite their desire to leave for Israel. We are also
aware of the continuing harassment of those Jews seeking
their internationally guaranteed right of emigration. We call
upon the Soviet government to release those Jews currently
imprisoned simply because of their effort to secure exit
permits, and to allow all Jews seeking to leave the Soviet
Union to do so without hindrance. We are also gravely
concerned about the denial of such basic cultural rights to the
Jews as their right to study and teach their own language.
(88) Given the death and destruction, the violation of human
rights and the subversion of economic development, which
are the common characteristic of the regional conflicts we
have noted, it is well to end this brief, and selective, review
on a more positive note. The situation in Northern Ireland
has continued to result in terrorism, death, destruction and
division. The signing of the Anglo-Irish Agreement between
the governments of the United Kingdom and Ireland must be
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seen as a positive and potentially hopeful achievement,
designed to bring about stability and ultimate reconciliation
on the basis of mutual respect for political and cultural
traditions in Ireland. Both governments, and our member
parties in Britain, Northern Ireland and the Republic,
deserve full support in their efforts to achieve peace and
communal harmony. In particular, European socialists can
provide practical support and help in tackling the grave
economic crisis within Northern Ireland.

From Geneva to Lima
(89) In Geneva in 1976, when Willy Brandt took over the
leadership of the International, we committed ourselves to
build a truly worldwide organisation. We have not
completely achieved that goal but we can say, with pride and
accuracy, that more than most political movements, we have
succeeded in what we set out to do.
(90) Yet we cannot be complacent. We must redouble our
ongoing efforts to reach out to emerging socialist and
progressive forces around the world. To that end we hope to
develop fraternal relations with the fledgling labour and
socialist parties in the small island states of the South Pacific.
(91) And in the work of elaborating the Declaration of Lima,
our new statement of principles, we must frankly confront
our failures and disappointments as well as our successes.
(92) In terms of our own internal organisation, we believe
that the emergence, both within the International and
without, of a dynamic women's movement requires that we
transform our organisation from a male-centred organisation
to an integrated one, giving justice to a very large part of our
membership and electorate. Such an initiative would be
welcomed by women all over the world. As a sign of our
determination in this area, we must follow the lead of a
growing number of our member parties which have adopted
quota regulations for encouraging and assuring the full
participation of women in decision-making bodies. These
quota regulations range from a very modest 15 percent to 50
percent. The ideal figure would, of course, be that of the
percentage of the female population.
(93) The World Action Programme for the second half of the
United Nations Decade for Women stresses the desirability
of promoting women's participation in political organs. The
Socialist International invites its member organisations to
work for the establishment of machinery, preferably a
ministry or secretariat of state, for implementing program
mes to ensure equality between women and men. The
Socialist International calls upon its member parties to
facilitate women's participation in political life on an equal
footing with men, ensuring women's representation on all
party levels; as candidates for local, regional and national
elections; and on all delegations to meetings of the Socialist
International.
(94) The Socialist International to this end declares its full
support for the goals of the 'Socialist Decade for Women',
announced by the Socialist International Women at their
Lima Conference.
(95) In particular, we feel it appropriate to include such new
departures in a Manifesto of Lima, as a declaration of the
first congress of the SI in the Third World.
(96) From Lima, then, the Socialist International reaffirms its
determination to work for the principles in this resolution:
for a world in which people will live in peace, freedom, and.
solidarity.
i

SI NEWS
First congress in the Third World

Peace and economic solidarity the Si's alternative to war
and misery
'

unger and under
it was convened in Lima, Peru,
Hdevelopment have
on 20-23 June, at the invitation
always been a moral
of the ruling Peruvian Aprista
outrage, but they are now
Party (PAP).
elements in a common crisis, the
The Congress was held almost
result of a wrenching economic exactly ten years since the
unification of the world which
memorable conference of Latin
has far outstripped our political, American and European social
social and national institutions.
ists in Caracas, Venezuela, in
A common solution is our only May 1976. That meeting, as
hope.' (Manifesto of Lima)
former Venezuelan president
This in a nutshell was the
Carlos Andres Perez pointed
message of the seventeenth con out, marked the beginning of a
gress of the Socialist Inter
'new and remarkable' stage in
national, the first to be held in
the history of the International.
the Third World. Aptly, in view By branching out in this way, the
of the Si's expansion of member SI became aware - perhaps far
ship and activities in Latin
earlier than other organisations
America over the last ten years, - of what the Manifesto of Lima,

the main resolution adopted by
the congress, called 'the great
new reality of these times ... the
unprecedented internationalis
ation of the human condition'.
To illustrate this interdepen
dence, the Manifesto cites the
example of how the reduction of
living standards in the devel
oping countries precipitates the
loss of export markets for the
major industrial countries. For
instance, the Federal Reserve
Bank of New York has calcu-

Challenge: President Alan
Garcfa addresses the
opening session of the
congress

lated that between 1981 and
1983, nearly 250,000 jobs were
lost in the United States as a
result of a 40 percent fall in
,exports to Latin America. Deal
'.ing with the common crisis, the
·environment and natural re
sources, controlling the new
, insecurity, regional conflicts and
the development of the SI in the
last ten years, the five sections of
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the Manifesto illustrate the
breadth of the International's
interests and the great number
of initiatives which it either
supports or in some cases has
made decisive contributions to.
(For the full text of the Manifesto
of Lima , see the Focus section,
pages 17-24.)

Tragic events

The nearly seven hundred
delegates and guests from all
continents must have known
before their arrival in Peru that
they were travelling to a country
beset by the all too typical
problems of underdevelopment,
chronic economic crisis and
crippling debt. The slum
quarters which ring Lima
provide an unforgettable
reminder of the extent of the
task of eradicating poverty.
But what delegates could not
have known was the extent to
which the events surrounding
the Congress would emphasise
how arduous the task of estab
lishing democratic government
in a developing country really is.
The Lima Congress was partly
intended to express the support
of the Socialist International for

the efforts of its Peruvian
member party and its leader,
President Alan Garcia, to
emancipate the Peruvian people
from poverty and despair
through a 'democratic
revolution'.
But that project was put under
serious threat when two days
before the opening of the
congress, convicted and alleged
members of the Shining Parth
(Sendero Luminoso) guerrilla
movement - an extreme-left
group which in recent years has
been responsible for bombing
campaigns and other terrorist
acts claiming the lives of
hundreds of Peruvians, and one
of whose members attempted to
launch a mortar attack on the
congress venue during the
opening session - staged a
violent uprising in three prisons
near Lima.
President Garcia, in his wel
coming address to the Congress,
described these dramatic events
as follows:
'when preparations were under
way for this meeting of socialists
from all over the world, in the
presence of journalists from

Margherita Boniver, Anita Gradin

Decisions at Lima
The following is a sum
mary of the main deci
sions taken by the seven
teenth congress of the
Socialist International,
held in Lima, Peru, on 2023 June 1986
The Congress adopted two
resolutions:
- Manifesto of Lima
- Resolution on Latin America
and the Caribbean
The Congress adopted two
reports:
- Action Programme drawn
from the 'Global Challenge'
report on world economic re
covery, submitted by the Com
mittee on Economic Policy
(SICEP)
- 1986 Report on Disarma
ment, submitted by the Di
sarmament Advisory Council

The Congress adopted the
Mandate of Lima, the basis for
the new declaration of princi
ples of the Socialist In
ternational
The Congress took note of the
preliminary paper submitted by
the Working Group on Debt
The Congress approved the
admission of six parties as
consultative members of the
Socialist International, and of
one organisation as an associ
ated organisation.
The Congress elected a new
presidium of the Socialist In
ternational
The Congress adopted new
statutes of the Socialist In
ternational
The Congress issued a state
ment on recent events in Peru

(SIDAC)

r

26

SOCIALIST AFFAIRS 3/86

many different countries,
criminal terrorists organised the
seizure of several prisoners, took
hostages and captured arms.
'Numerous citizens and
members of the security forces
were also assassinated in the past
few days.
'All this was done so as to
blackmail our democracy in
front of the peoples of the
world...
'The government ... urged the
rebels to surrender. A peace
commisssion made'up of men of
good faith went to the prisons to
beg, to implore the prisoners to
avoid bloodshed. This attempt
failed, and the state was forced
to impose its authority.'
President Garcia thus
instructed the armed forces to
put down the uprising and free
the hostages. In the course of
the operation, members of the
armed forces committed horrific
excesses, the most glaring of
which - it emerged later - was
the killing in cold blood of
hundreds of Sendero members
who had already surrendered.
Subsequently the president
announced that several inquiries
would be set up to investigate
possible excesses.
SI President Willy Brandt
responded in his opening
address with an expression of
solidarity with the new Peruvian
democracy during this difficult
time. He also announced that a
group of SI vice-presidents
would hold discussions with
Peruvian comrades. The fruit of
these was a statement adopted
by the Congress on22June. (For

the full text of the statement on
events in Peru, see page 27.)

Increasing effectiveness

Willy Brandt in his opening
address and SI general secretary
Pentti Vaananen evaluated the
work of the International in the
three-year period since the
Albufeira congress. The latter
described it as a 'steady continu
ation of the political lines and
activities we adopted at the
Geneva congress ten years ago'.
Both stressed the fact that
because the SI is today a global
organisation, and is involved to
some extent in most of the major
political developments through
out the world, it must further
develop its effectiveness so as to
be able to react to any crisis. (For
the full text of Brandt's opening
address, see the Focus section,
pages 6-9.)

Peace and economic solidarity

But the SI does not just react to
international developments and
crises. It initiates policies,
measures and actions with the
aim of steering the world
towards the realisation of
democratic socialist ideals. The
1986 Disarmament Report and
the Action Programme on world
economic recovery, adopted by
the Congress at the end of the
debate on the main theme,
provide two telling examples of
this.
Kalevi Sorsa, the Finnish
prime minister and the chair of
the Disarmament Advisory
Council (SIDAC), introduced
the new Disarmament Report.
This report is not merely an
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the International. (For the full
text of Manley's introduction and
excerpts from the Action
Programme, see the Focus
section, pages 14-16; and for a
report on the paper submitted by
Working Group on Debt, see
page 31.)
A detailed account of the host
country's efforts to overcome
the injustices inherent in the
present world economic system
was provided by Luis Alva
Castro, the Peruvian prime
minister.

Gains for democracy

Carlos Andres Perez, Armando Villanueva, Willy
Brandt
theme, 'economic solidarity',
updated version of the first
was introduced by Michael
report adopted at the 1980
Manley, the 'leader of the
Madrid congress. It is also an
People's National Party (PNP)
attempt to take a fresh look at,
for instance, the need to prevent of Jamaica and chair of the
Committee on Economic Policy
the militarisation of outer space.
Sorsa stressed the importance (SICEP).
He regarded the results of
of not leaving the fate of the
SICEP's three years of work world to the major military
powers alone. 'We now live in a the 'Global Challenge' report
and the Action Programme
more complicated, multilateral
drawn from it, as well as the
world, and we must strengthen
the mass movement for disarma preliminary paper on debt- as a
forceful rejoinder to the radical
ment', he said, and SI member
right, which had exploited the•
parties 'must do more to help
misinterpretation of world
correct the present situation,
inflation to put monetarism at
and must pledge to be as vigilant
in government as in opposition'. ' the centre of the political
agenda; he also considered it as
(For the full text of Sorsa's
a powerful reinforcement of the
introduction and the main
realisation by the countries of
conclusions of the 1986
the South that their continuing
Disarmament Report, see the
crisis has its roots in the
Focus section, pages 10-13.)
structural crisis of the world
The debate that followed did
economy.
provide an indication of the
But, as Manley pointed out,
. range of initiatives on security
· having found agreement on
and disarmament in which SI
issues of global economic policy
member parties have played a
within the SI, the crucial
prominent role. Among those
question of followup action
discussed were regional nuclear
arose. There were two choices.
weapons-free zones (in the
, Either the report and action
South Pacific and the Nordic
programme would be allowed to
areas in particular); chemical
weapons-free zones and nuclear become museum pieces, gather
ing dust in the archives of
corridors (in Central Europe);
research departments, or
restrictions on regional arms
whether SI member parties, in
trade and cuts in defence
government or opposition, could
budgets; taxation of arms sales
seize the initiative and develop
(the proceeds of which would be
common approaches. This
paid into a development fund;
would mean taking an inter
verification mechanisms for
national perspective and looking
nuclear-test bans; and
realistically at what is proposed
confidence-building measures
in the policy papers on economic
regarding troop movement and
.recovery and the debt crisis.
manoeuvres.
iThat was now the challenge for
The second part o! the main

In view of the venue of the
present Congress, the debate on
peace, democracy and human
rights in Latin America and the
Caribbean took on added signifi
cance. It highlighted the advance
of democratic rule (in particular
in the Southern Cone, where
.
dictatorships remain only in
Chile and Paraguay), the debt
crisis and the conflict in Central
America. (For thefull text of the
Resolution on Latin America and
the Caribbean, see Documents,

page 32.)
As an indication of the
political turnaround in the
region, Jose Francisco Pena
Gomez, the leader of the
Dominican Revolutionary Party
(PRD), pointed outthat when
the Si's Committee for Latin
America and the Caribbean
(SICLAC), of which he is chair,
was set up in Santo Domingo in
1978 the political situation in the
region was such that it could only
meet in a handful of countries.
That had changed dramatically
in a matter of eight years.
He and other speakers also
stressed that although great
strides had been made in
establishing political democracy,
the region was still at the early
stage of building an economic
and social democracy. It was
imperative to add social and
economic rights to political and
civil rights.
Apart from that of Olof
Palme, the legacy most often
invoked at the congress was that
of Victor Raul Haya de la Torre,
the founder in 1924 of what is

Statement of the Socialist International on the events
in Lima, Peru
The Socialist International reasserts that the universal
application of human rights is one of its fundamental prin
ciples. Human rights have to be respected in any situation by
any government. We also reassert that terrorism cannot be
allowed to destroy the democratic state. The democratic
state has the right and the obligation to defend itself against
terrorist activities with adequate means.
The Congress of the Socialist International declares, before
the government and the people of Peru, our consternation
and sorrow resulting from the events which have taken place
in Lima.
During the Congress, a mutiny in three prisons in Lima has
been suppressed. Serious concerns have been raised about
the methods used and the number of inmates killed, des
cribed as being excessive by the communique issued by the
government of President Alan Garcfa.
President Garcia has recognised the gravity of these
events by giving his assurances that there will be several
investigations, including one by parliament. He has given his
assurances of the complete independence of such investi
gations into the possible violation of human rights. There is a
clear determination to learn all the facts and to guarantee
punishment of all those found responsible for any wrong
doing.
President Garcia has also stated that the doors of Peru are
open for international human rights organisations to probe
this matter.
We welcome these decisions as another sign of the desire
of the government to strengthen democracy in Peru.
Lima, 22 June 1986
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now the Aprista Party. He was
the first to articlate a uniquely
Latin American socialist percep-,
tion of the struggle against
imperialism and for the libera
tion of the continent, and was a
seminal influence in the develop
ment of a Latin American demo
cratic socialism based on the
general principles of European
socialism but applying them to
the historical and social
circumstances prevailing in the
region.

Solidarity action for Southern
Africa

Declaration had been extended.
The committee's chair, Felipe
Gonzalez, was unable to attend
the Congress, as he was leading
his party to a second successive
victory in the Spanish elections
on the very day that it was
drawing to a close.
But since there was general
agreement that the new declar
ation should be a text adopted in
the Third World, so as to stress
the importance of the Third
World in the future work and
perspectives of the Inter
national, the Congress voted to
adopt the Mandate of Lima,
which contained the basic com
mon principles of democratic
socialism and woold act as a
guideline for the future work on
the new declaration. (For the
full text of the Mandate of Lima,
see Documents, page 35.)

An area in which the SI has been
in the forefront of develop
ments in recent years has been
the anti-apartheid struggle in
Southern Africa. Abdel Kader
Fall, the international secretary
of the Socialist Party of Senegal
went so far as to say that he knew
of no organisation which had
taken as advanced a position on Solidarity in times of crisis
It was undeniable that the tragic
sanctions as the International
events
in Lima had a great
had at its special meeting in
impact.
Gaborone, Botswana, in April
At the concluding press
this year.
conference, Willy Brandt spoke
The question was no longer
for many delegates when he said
whether or not to apply sanc
that 'We could not justify to
tions agianst the apartheid
ourselves
abandoning the demo
regime, but to select ones that
cratically elected government of
would achieve the quickest
Alan Garcia ... as he embarks
results, as Joop den Uy!, the
on the ambitious project of
leader of the Dutch Labour
securing democratic rule in his
Party observed. The argument
country'. That pro.i_ect 'is put in
about effectiveness has been
danger by an indirect conjunc
drowned in blood of the thous
tion of extreme left and extreme
ands of deaths for which the
right
forces', he said in an
regime is responsible. The
suffering caused by sanctions can interview after his return from
Lima.
ne ·er be worse than the current
Brandt said that he could not
eYer-increasing repression.
exclude
the possibility that
Speakers did stress, though,
groups
such
as the Sendero
that a position in favour of
Luminoso
or
elements within
effective sanctions also required
the Peruvian armed forces
real and direct support for the
opposed to democracy had tried
:'ront-line states, which would
to use the presence of the
�ndeed be in the front line of the
�egional economic confrontation Socialist International in Lima
to attract attention to themselves
- if not worse - that would in-.-ariably follow the imposition of or to embarrass the Aprista
government. 'But the question
sanctions. As den Uy! put it,
is whether one allows oneself to
·Sanctions must be applied. We
be used. We did not run away.'
must do our utmost to change
It was not an easy decision.
:he present course of events. We
But in the defence of demo
must show that solidarity is not
cracy, sometimes very great risks
;ust a word.'
and very difficult decisions have
:\landate for new declaration to be taken. And assurances that
As :\1ichael Harrington, the
an enquiry into the events would
, cretary of the New Declar
take place provided the guaran
ations of Principles Committee
tee sought by\ delegates
�TIEC) reported to
that those responsible for
Congress, that the work on an
the killings would be brought
l!p<iate of the 1951 Frankfurt
to justice.
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New and old names
The Congress, as the highest statutory body of the
Socialist International, approves applications of member
ship and elects the organisation's officers {president,
honorary !?residents, vice-presidents, general secretary).
The Congress accepted the following parties as consultative
members of the St:
Revolutionary Left Movement, MIR, Bolivia
Democratic Labour Party, PDT, Brazil
Forward Party, Siumut, Greenland
Democratic Revolutionary Party, PRO, Panama
Democratic Left Party, DSP, Turkey
Social Democratic Populist Party, SHP, Turkey
It accepted the following as an associated organisation of the SI:
Socialist Group of the European Parliament
The Congress elected the following presidium of the Socialist
International:
President

Willy Brandt
Honorary presidents

Gonzalo Barrios (Democratic Action, AD, Venezuela}
Jos van Eynde (Socialist Party, SP, Belgium)
Michael Foot {The Labour Party, Great Britain)*
Bruno Kalnins (Social Democratic Party of Latvia, LSDP)
Sicco Mansholt (Labour Party, PvdA, Netherlands)
Ian Mikardo {The Labour Party, Great Britain)
Sandro Pertini (Italian Socialist Party, PSI)*
Irene Petry (Socialist Party, PS, Belgium)*
Ramon Rubial (Spanish Socialist Workers' Party, PSOE)
Giuseppe Saragat (Italian Democratic Socialist Party, (PSDI)
Leopold Senghor (Socialist Party of Senegal)*
Fernando Vera (Febrerista Revolutionary Party, PRF, Paraguay)*
Gough Whitlam (Australian Labor Party, ALP)
Vice-presidents

Rodrigo Borja (DEJmbcratic Left Party, ID, Ecuador)*
Ed Broadbent �ew Democratic Party, NDP/NPD, Canada)
Gro Harlem Brundtland (Norwegian Labour Party, DNA}*
lngvar Carlsson (Swedish Social Democratic Party, SAP)*
Bettino Craxi (Italian Socialist Party, PSI)
Abdou Diouf (Socialist Party of Senegal)*
Felipe Gonzalez (Spanish Socialist Workers' Party, PSOE)
Anita Gradin (Socialist International Women, SIW)*
Bob Hawke (Australian Labor Party, ALP)
Anker J0rgensen (Social Democratic Party, Denmark)
Lionel Jospin (Socialist Party, PS, France)
Walid Jumblatt (Progressive Socialist Party, PSP, Lebanon)
Neil Kinnock (The Labour Party, Great Britain}*
Bruno Kreisky (Socialist Party of Austria, SP◊)
David Lange (New Zealand Labour Party)*
Michael Manley (People's National Party, PNP, Jamaica)
Karel van Miert (Socialist Party, SP, Belgium)*
Eiichi Nagasue (Japan Democratic Socialist Party, DSP)*
Daniel Qduber (National Liberation Party, PLN, Costa Rica)
Jose Francisco Pena Gomez (Dominican Revolutionary Party,
PRO, Dominican Republic)
Shimon Peres (Israel Labour Party)
Carlos Andres Perez (Democratic Action, AD, Venezuela)
Lydie Schmit (Luxembourg Socialist Workers' Party, LSAP/
POSL)
Enrique Silva Cimma (Radical Party of Chile, PR)*
Mario Soares (Socialist Party, PS, Portugal)
Kalevi Sorsa (Social Democratic Party of Finland, DSP)
Guillermo Ungo (National Revolutionary Movement, MNR,
El Salvador)
Joop den Uyl (Labour Party, PvdA, Netherlands)
General secretary

PenttiVaananen
*newly elected

Bureau hears mission reports
Reports from the three SI
missions to Central America,
the Philippines and Haiti, which
took place in the first six
months of this year, were the
main items on the agenda of the
meeting of the SI Bureau held
in Lima on 19 June, the eve of
the Congress.
The meeting-historic if only
because it would be the last
gathering of the
Bureau-made a number of
recommendations to the
forthcoming Congress on such
matters as applications for
membership, nominations for
the presidium and the adoption
of the new statutes.
The Bureau also discussed
arrangements surrounding the
proposed mission to Chile
(agreed at the previous Bureau
meeting in Vienna in October
1985) and heard a report from
the Italian Socialist Party (PSI)
on a conference of
Mediterranean socialist parties
on the crisis in the region and
terrorism.
The delegates were
welcomed by Carlos Roca
Caceres, the chair of the
international commission of the
host Peruvian Aprista Party
(PAP), who thanked them for
the solidarity shown by the
International in the difficult
circumstances faced by the PAP
and the Peruvian government at
the present time. He reaffirmed

the government's determination
to continue its democratic
revolution and to face the
terrorist threat.
Mission reports
In accordance with the SI's
policy of supporting the efforts
for peace in the region, the
Vienna Bureau had decided to
send a mission to Central
America and to other countries
with the aim of making contact
with governments, political
parties and other interested
organisations in favour of
negotiation and dialogue.
Led by Carlos Andres Perez
(Democratic Action, AD,
Venezuela), the mission visited
Caracas, San Jose, Managua,
Guatemala City, Mexico City
and Washington between 3-10
February (see SJ NEWS 1/86,
page 26).
In his report, Perez reviewed
recent developments in the
Contadora peace process and
internal developments in the
region. He referred specifically
to the presidential elections in
Costa Rica (won by 6scar Arias
Sanchez, the candidate of the
National Liberation Party,
PLN), Guatemala and
Honduras in the two months
preceding the mission as
positive developments. Against
that, however, there had been
'very discouraging'

developments in the peace
process in the weeks leading up
to the Bureau meeting, in
particular during and following
the meeting of the Contadora
Group in Panama on 6 June. He
also expressed his deep concern
over the Reagan
administration's apparent
determination to bring about a
war-like solution to the
problems of the region.
Conny Frederiksson
(Swedish Social Democratic
Party, SAP) introduced the
report on the situation in the
Philippines. An SI delegation
visited the country from 2-11
February to observe the
presidential elections held on 7
February and to explore the
possibilities for the
development of democratic
socialist forces in the post
Marcos era (see SI NEWS 1186,
page 25).
The election of Cory Aquino
had raised hoped for the
implementation of major
changes, he noted. Many
opposition groups were now
able to work freely, and a new
constitution was being drafted.
But, he noted, the basic
political structure erected
during the Marcos dictatorship
still remained in place-until
now, for instance, provincial
governors and village
authorities appointed by
Marcos had not yet been
replaced.
Carlos Andres Perez also
presented the report on the

mission to Haiti, which took
place on 13-14 May (see SJ
NEWS 2/86, page 19). Having
met representatives from all
shades of the country's political
spectrum, the mission had
found a number of political
parties and groups keen to
establish themselves after
twenty-nine years of repression
under the Duvalier dictatorship
But, Perez warned, there was
a serious danger of violence and
instability if the transition to
democracy was thwarted and if
massive economic help for the
Americas' poorest country was
not forthcoming. For this
reason the report stressed that
(a) the democratic process must
be supported and (b) economic
aid is indispensable to ensure
the success of democracy in
Haiti.
The Bureau adopted the
three reports unanimously and
without amendment..
From Bureau to Council
Concluding the meeting, Willy
Brandt confirmed that the next
Bureau meeting would be held
in Bonn, Federal Germany, on
16-17 October at the invitation
of his party, the Social
Democratic Party of Germany
(SPD). The main theme of the
meeting-which, since the
Congress subsequently adopted
a revision of the statutes, will be
the first SI Council meeting
would be 'Economy and the
Environment'.
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New member hosts SICLAC meeting
The conflict in Central America,
the democratisation process in
the continent, the fulfilment of
the Panama Canal treaties and
the region's foreign debt
problem were the main items on
. the agenda of a meeting of the
Committee for Latin America
and the Caribbean (SICLAC),
held in Panama City on 25-26
September.
Hosted by the Democratic
Revolutionary Party (PRD),
one of the International's six
new consultative member par
ties, the meeting was attended
by over fifty representatives of
SI member parties and guests.
The committee adopted resol
utions on Panama, Chile,
Paraguay and Central America,
which will form the basis of its
report to the forthcoming SI
Council meeting in Bonn on
16-17 October.

Solidarity with Panama

In the resolution on the situation
in Panama, SICLAC affirmed
its solidarity with the
Panamanian people and the
PRD in their efforts to ensure
that the United States govern
ment fulfils its obligations under
the Torrijos-Carter treaties on
the Panama Canal. It con
demned the 'slanderous cam
paign' against Panama 'orches
trated by ultra-conservative
sectors in the United States
which aim to destabilise the
country and prevent the total

reversion of the Canal to
Panama'.
(The US commitment to these
treaties, which regulate the
canal's phased return to full
Panamanian control by the year
2000, has increasingly come into
question under the Reagan
administration.)
The committee also supported
Panamanian authorities in their
refusal to allow 'the training of
Nicaraguan contra units or any
other irregular or foreign forces
in the foreign military bases
temporarily located in Panama'.
The headquarters of the US
military and intelligence
operations for Central America
are located in the Canal Zone.

Solidarity with Chile,
Paraguay

SICLAC demanded an end to
the repressive measures of the
military regime in Chile, an end
to the state of siege, and the
immediate agreement on a time
table for the return to demo
cracy. It also expressed its
solidarity with the democratic
forces in Paraguay in their
efforts to bring to an end the
oldest dictatorship on the
continent.

Central America

Regarding the present situation
in Central America, SICLAC
expressed its concern over the
difficulties affecting the peace
efforts of the Contadora Group.

Solidarity with Panama: Carlos Andres Perez
(Democratic Action, AD, Venezuela); Luis Ayala (SI
assistant general secretary); Jose Francisco Pena
Gomez (SICLAC chair); and Hector Oqueli (SICLAC
secretary)
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It condemned the violations of
human Rights in El Salvador,
and demanded a resumption of
the dialogue between the
government and the Revolution-

ary Democratic Front/ Fara
bundo Marti National
Liberation Front 'in conditions
of continuity, seriousness and
mutual security'.

China visit

areas, in particular peace and
security. This would provide a
basis for further bilateral
SI general secretary Pentti
Vaananen visited China on 11-23 relations, he added.
Hu expressed the CCP's
September at the invitation of
the international liaison depart strong interest in exchanging
ment of the Chinese Communist more information and promot
Party (CCP) central committee. ing mutual understanding with
He was accompanied by his wife the International.
The delegation also had
and Harry Drost, the editor of
extensive discussions with the
SOCIALIST AFFAIRS.
head of the international liaison
The visit marked a further
department, Zhu Liang, and
development in relations
members of his staff.
between the International and
Reflecting the area of greatest
the Chinese Communist Party.
First informal contacts between mutual interest, the delegation
the two sides began in 1982, and exchanged views on disarma
ment and security issues with Li
delegations from the CCP had
Daoyu, the head of the foreign
attended the SI Disarmament
ministry's department of inter
Conference in Vienna in
national organisations and
October 1985 and the Lima
conferences. And the nature of
Congress in June.
At a meeting with Hu Qili, a China's economic reforms and
member of the political bureau development policies were ex
plained by Xu Lu, a former
and the secretariat of the CCP
bureau chief of the state
central committee, on 20
September, Vaananen said that economic commission.
During its twelve-day stay,
he was encouraged by the results
of the discussions with his hosts the delegation visited a number
of local industrial enterprises, a
on peace, development and
television factory, the country's
many other issues. 'Although
largest chemical complex, sites
we have our obvious historical
of historical interest and cultural
and ideological differences', it
events in Beijing, Xi'an,
was clear that 'our views are
Shanghai, Wuxi and Nanjing.
quite similar' in a number of

First Council meeting in Bonn
'Economy and the
Environment' will be the main
theme of the first meeting of the
SI Council (formerly called the
Bureau) to be held in in Bonn,
Federal Republic of Germany,
on 16-17 October, at the
invitation of the Social
Democratic Party of Germany
(SPD).
The meeting will be opened
by SI President Willy Brandt,
who is also the chairman of the
SPD; and the welcoming
address will be given by
Johannes Rau, prime minister
ofNordrhein-Westfalen and the
party's candidate for the
chancellorship in next January's
federal elections.

In addition to the main
theme, which will be introduced
byNeil Kinnock, leader of the
British Labour Party, other
items on the agenda include
Southern Africa, the Middle
East, the Asia-Pacific region,
Latin America and the
Caribbean, as well as
disarmament and European
security.
There will also be a number
of organisational matters to be
decided, since the first major
meeting following a Congress
traditionally establishes the Si's
committees and study groups.
A full report of the meeting
will appear in the next issue of
SOCIALIST AFFAIRS.
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Debt Group urges concerted action
The Working Group on Debt, a
subcommittee on the
Committee on Economic Policy
(SICEP), has called for the
setting up of an an international
debt agency to promote a
coordinated approach to solving
the debt crisis. In a paper
submitted to the Lima
Congress, it made specific
proposals on just terms for
restucturing debts and on
policies to be adopted by debtor
and creditor countries.
The subcommittee, which
brought together a small group
of financial experts, was set up
by the Bureau at its meeting in
Vienna in October 1985, with a
brief to analyse the foreign debt
crisis - desciribed by SICEP
chair Michael Manley as 'the
great economic imperative of
our time' - and to elaborate on
the principles of action and
procedure outlined in SICEP's
'Global Challenge' report on
world economic recovery.
The Lima Congress took note
of the Working Group's
preliminary paper, and directed
it to present a further report at
the next Council meeting.
Detailed recommendations

The Working Group's paper
highlights the following five
measures recommended in the
'Global Challenge' report as of
'key' importance in tackling the
debt crisis within the context of
global recovery. These are: (i)

the conversion into grants (ie.
cancellation) of the debts of the
least developed countries, in
particular those in Subsaharan
Africa, and part-conversion of
the debts of other developing
countries; (ii) the rescheduling
of debts through extending the
time periods for repayment, in
particular for the major debtor
countries of Latin America; (iii)
a ceiling on interest rates; (iv) a
fixing of the ratio of debt
repayments to export earnings;
and (v) an increase in the
availability of special drawing
rights (SDRs) over a five-year
period to an equivalent of
US$150 billion, to support the
process of debt readjustment,
recovery anp development.
On this basis, the paper
makes a number of specific
recommendations, including:
- maturities should be extended
to at least thirty years;
- debt service should not exceed
20 percent of export earnings;
- interest rates below the
market level should be
accepted;
- debts should be repayable in
currencies other than the
originally agreed currency, so as
to enable developing countries
to achieve a better matching of
their debt service with their
export relations;
- and debts should be
considered to constitute full
worth, so that no provisions for
bad debts need be made.
The proposed international

Joint session of SIDAC and SICEP on
disarmament and development
The Disarmament Advisory
Council (SIDAC) and
Economic Policy Committee
(SICEP) will hold a joint
meeting in Helsinki, Finland,
on 19-20 October. The first of
its kind, the Helsinki meeting
will focus on the relationship
between disarmament and
development, and will try to
find ways of increasing security
through disarmament while at
the same time freeing resources
for economic and social
progress. It will also prepare
recommendations for future
activities and meetings of the

International in this field.
The discussion will be based
on SIDAC's 1986 Report on
Disarmament and on SICEP's
'Global Challenge' report and
the Action Programme drawn
from it, all three of which were
adopted by the Lima Congress.
The meeting will be co
chaired by Kalevi Sorsa, the
Finnish prime minister and
chair of SIDAC, and Michael
Manley, the former Jamaican
prime minister and chair of
SICEP, and will be hosted by
the Social Democratic Party of
Finland (SDP).

debt organisation (IDO) would
serve to negotiate, along the
terms suggested, 'an agreement
with each individual debtor
country concerning repayment
of existing debts, fixing
instalments, interest rates and
maturities, as well as administer
and supervise such agreements'.
The organisation should be
set up at a joint conference of
debtor and creditor countries,
including representatives of the
banks. Its decision-making
procedures should be radically
different from those of the
present multilateral financial
institutions; its decisions should
reflect a balance between the
interests of debtors and
creditors.
Development policies

In further recommendations,
the Working Group argues that
debtor countries 'should
undertake policies which permit
them to adhere to the agreed
terms of the arrangements'.
Such terms must allow for
fulfilment of the basic needs
development needs of the
peoples and countries
concerned. Conditions should
not be imposed that impair the
debtor country's sovereignty in
shaping its economic system,
particularly as regards the
distribution of functions
between the private and public
sectors.
Debtor countries should also
take measures to introduce
minimum social standards, limit
arms expenditure and combat
flight of capital. The latter is
described as a major problem,
which inhibits new lending. The
Working Group urges debtor
and creditor countries to give
priority attention to instituting
joint information and double
taxation agreements to deter
such capital outflows.
The developed creditor
countries, in turn, should open
their markets to the products of
developing countries and
support measures to stabilise
world raw material prices. They
should also increase their
official development assistance
to 0. 7 percent of gross national
product and take measures to
encourage increased investment
and transfer of technology to
developing countries.

New statutes take
account of changes
The Lima Congress approved a
number of changes to the
statutes of the Socialist
International.
Proposing the new
provisions, the SI general
secretary, Pentti Vaananen,
said that the old statutes - last
revised at the 1978 Vancouver
Congress - had been drawn up
for a much smaller organisation
than the present International,
and there was therefore a need
for updating them to
correspond to present realities
and practices.
In the new statutes approved
at Lima, the name 'Bureau',
which suggests a relatively small
body, is changed to 'Council'.
The Council remains the main
decision-making body of the
International between meetings
of the Congress.
The new statutes also further
clarify the position of the
president as the political leader
of the International. In future,
the president will be able to
convene meetings of either the
presidium - president, honorary
presidents, vicepresidents and
the general secretary - or of
party leaders at his or her
discretion. The presidium
becomes a legal body of the SI,
while party leaders' conferences
will not need to be held each
year.
In another change, the
Congress of the SI will now
meet every three years, rather
then every second year.

New SIMEC chair
Hans-Jurgen Wischnewski, a
former deputy chair and
treasurer of the Social
Democratic Party of Germany
(SPD), was elected the new
chair of the Middle East
Committee (SIMEC) at the
Lima Bureau meeting on 19
June.
The post had been vacant
since the resignation Mario
Soares, the then general
secretary of the Portuguese
Socialist Party (PS), following
his election as president of the
republic on 16 February.
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Resolution on Latin America
and the Caribbean

The Socialist International express
es its deep satisfaction at holding
its congress, for the first time in its
history, in Latin America- in Uma,
Peru, with the Peruvian Aprista
Party (PAP) and its leader, the
president of the republic, comrade

Alan Garcia P�rez, as host. ·
The Aprista government, the
first in Peru's history, reflects the
will for change and transformation
that is being expressed throughout
the Latin American continent.
The Congress of the Socialist

International appreciates the action
taken by the government of Peru to
surmount the problems stemming
from unjust international economic
structures.
The Congress of the Socialist
International also reaffirms its
condemnation of terrorist acts and
expressed its solidarity with the
democratic government of Peru in
its efforts to maintain and defend
the rights and freedoms of its
people.
Democracy is today a reality in
most of the countries of the region.
The contributions made by the
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earlier establishment of democratic
governments in Argentina, Uru
guay and Brazil, and the struggles
to achieve democracy by the
people of Paraguay and Chile who,
with their courageous demonstra
tions, herald the imminent demise
of the last two dictatorships in the
continent.
Latin America, however, must
face up to and surmount a dual
challenge in order to advance in the
building of a more just and society:
to consolidate political democracy
and ensure the economic and
· social progress of its people.
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To firmly establish democracy in suffering the consequences of an people of Latin America and the
Latin America, it is necessary that unbalanced trade and financial Caribbean today requires that their
it be implemented at all levels of conditions which seriously affect right to development, self-de
termination and sovereignty be
society. Only a true economic and the region.
In consolidating democracy, the defended.
social democracy can guarantee a
forces which are holding back the
lasting political democracy.
The existence in Latin American progress of freedom, both na The Socialist International is com
societies of deeply rooted inequali tionally and internationally, must mitted to supporting the struggle
ties, together with oligarchically be defeated. It is imperative to for democracy and social justice in
oriented economic groups and establish a new international eco Latin America and the Caribbean.
interests, have prevented the fulfil nomic order which would eliminate . Today democratic socialism,
ment of the aspirations for justice the injustices of the unbalanced through the action and dedication
and freedom of people in those trade between the developed and of its member parties in the region,
is furthering the task of building
countries. Unjust international eco the developing nations.
nomic relations have also resulted
The reaffirmation of the political free, just and solidary societies on
in Latin America and the Caribbean and economic independence of the the coritinent.
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In working towards the con
solidation of democracy it is
essential to face up to the present
debt crisis stemming from an
unjust international economic
order which generates a continuing
cycle of exploitation and poverty
for the countries of the region.
In Chile the Pinochet dictatorship
responds with increasing violence
o the peaceful mobilisation of the
people who demand with ever
more strength the immediate rees
ablishment of democracy. The
Socialist International reaffirms its
solidarity with the Chilean people in
·• eir struggle to regain . political
f eedom and put an end to the
iolations of human rights, and
. expresses its full support for the
adical Party (PR) of Chile and for
her democratic forces in their
efforts to overthrow the dictator
s ip.
In Paraguay, the struggle for
emocracy and against the
ictatorship of Stroessner signals
a end to the oldest dictatorship in
e continent. The efforts of the
araguayan people, along with the
mobilisation of the democratic
arties, strengthens the possibili
·es of achieving freedom. The
ocialist International expresses its
s lidarity with the Febrerista Re
,, lutionary Party (PRF) and with
e other democratic forces of
araguay and decided to send a
ission in order to establish direct
acts with those forces and to
_3 er information on the current
s·: ation in that country.
ral America continues to be
_ eatened by a deepening of the
o asent crisis which compromises
-- peace and stability of the
ion. The worsening of that crisis
-= so represents a threat to in
:z ational peace and security.
e achievement of a lasting
: £.ace in that region must continue
-- e a priority for the international
, unity in order to consolidate
--s progress towards democracy
2.._·o solve its serious economic·
•�- social problems.
e proposals of the Latin
- e ·can foreign ministers calling
':; . a atin American solution, self
:��e ination, non-interference in
-"' a"'airs of other states, territorial
-:s · , pluralist democracy, a
foreign troops or advisers,
- - --s pport for subversive groups
·· espect for human rights,
e essential elements in the
- 1

=

�
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search for peace in Central
America.
The Socialist International ex
presses its firm support for the
Contadora Group initiative and its
efforts for peace, security, political
pluralism and development in
Central America, and in particular
the fundamental aims announced
by the Latin American foreign
ministers:
- an end to foreign support for the
irregular forces and subversive
groups operating in the region;
- a freeze on the acquisition of
arms and their programmed reduc
tion;
- elimination of international milit
ary manoeuvers;
- elimination of the presence of
foreign military advisers and fore
ign military installations;
- a commitment to non-aggression
by the five Central American
countries;
- effective steps leading to national
reconciliation and the full achieve
ment of human rights and indi
vidual freedoms;
- a furthering of regional and
international cooperation to allevi
ate the pressing economic and
social problems afflicting the Cen
tral American region.
With regard to Nicaragua, we
reject the Reagan administration's
policy of destabilisation, economic
blockade and support for military
assistance to the irregular forces
that are operating against that
independent and sovereign nation.
That policy, which has been
increasingly criticised both within
the United States and by other
countries of the world, enhances
the possibilities of a generalised
military conflict in the region and
runs counter to a negotiated
political solution to the Central
American crisis.
In the case of Nicaragua, it is
also noted that the institutionalisa
tion, development and im
plementation of the Sandinista
revolution's declared objectives of
non-alignment, pluralism and a
mixed economy have not yet been
accomplished.
These objectives have been and
will be supported by the Socialist
International, and we shall con
tinue to work towards the achieve
ment of a peaceful solution in
Nicaragua.
The use of Honduran territory as
a base for military actions in
Central America not only threatens
its sovereignty, but also extends

the regional conflict and endangers
the development of democracy in
that country, worsening its econo
mic and social problems. The
existence of those bases also
constitutes a threat to the acheive
ment of political solutions to the
conflicts in the region.
In El Salvador, we hope that the
recent proposals for a dialogue
between the government and the
Revolutionary Democratic Front /
Farabundo Marti National Libera
tion Front (FDR/FMLN) will lead to
serious talks that would put an end
to the armed conflict, with its
dramatic consequences of human
rights violations and an increase in
the number of refugees and
displaced persons.
Our member party in El Salva
dor, the National Revolutionary
Movement (MNR), the people of
that country and the international
community insist on respect for
human rights and the existence of
full political freedoms. The govern
ment of the United States should
not insist on placing this conflict in
the context of the East-West
confrontation, so that a solution
can be sought and found through
Latin American channels and
perspectives.
In Guatemala, the transition to
civilian government has initiated a
process for the democratisation of
Guatemalan society after years of
military rule. The Socialist In
ternational supports the efforts of
those democratic organisations in
Guatemala working to further this
process, in particular its member
party, the Democratic Socialist
Party (PSD).
The policy announced by the
new president of Costa Rica, Oscar
Arias Sanchez, reaffirming his
country's vocation for peace and
neutrality, constitutes a decisive
contribution towards strengthening
democracy and encouraging the
creation of a favourable climate for
the solution to the crisis in Central
America.
Confronted by the evident inten
sification of the Central American
conflict and the dangers posed to
peace in the hemisphere by an
armed conflagration, involving the
presence of military forces of the
major powers, the Socialist In
ternational demands of the Reagan
administration and the United
States Congress that they put
forward constructive solutions
which would make it possible to
reestablish peace.

With regard to Panama, th
fulfillment of the Canal Treaties an:
the respect for the neutrality of th,
zone must be guaranteed so th,
the waterway fully reverts to th•
Panamanian nation. Latin Ame
ican and international solidarit_
with the Democratic Revolutionar
Party (PRO) and the people c
Panama must be broadened unt
these aims are fully accomplished
particularly in view of the attem�
to demerit Panamanian involve
ment and to prolong the militar_
and administrative presence of th,
United States in the Canal Zone.
In the case of Puerto Rico, th·
Socialist International supports th <
resolution of the Special Commit
tee of the United Nations of 1August 1985, and extends ,
fraternal and solidary greeting ·:
the Puerto Rican lndependenc'
Party (PIP).
The Socialist International ha:
viewed with serious concern sevE
ral recent developments in th,
English-speaking Caribbean whic·
endanger the maintenance of the:
region as a zone of peace. T :
invasion of Grenada in 198:
constituted a dangerous preceder
which must not be repeated. Th,
militarisation of that region mus
be strongly denounced, as mus
any attempt to involve this zone i·
the East-West conflict.
The Socialist International sup
ports the holding of elections i
Haiti as soon as possible in answe·
to the democratic aspirations of the
Haitian people.
We call upon the government o·
Great Britain to initiate immediate!\
negotiations with the governmen:
of Argentina on all aspects relating
to the future of the Falklands/Malvi
nas, Georgias and South Atlantic
Islands, with special emphasis or
sovereignty, in the open spirii
reflected in the joint declaratio
signed by President Raul Alfonsin
and the British Labour leader, Neil
Kinnock, at the Paris meeting in
September 1985.
Finally, the Socialist Internatio
nal warmly welcomes the affiliation
as consultative members of our
organisation, of the Democratic
Labour Party (PDT) of Brazil, the
Democratic Revolutionary Party
(PRO) of Panama and the Left
Revolutionary Movement (MIR) of
Bolivia.
Adopted by the SI Congress,
Lima,,Peru,20-23 June 1986.
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The Lima
Mandate
In this historic first meeting of the
Socialist International in Latin
America, we mandate our
organisation to adopt a new
statement of principles, to be
called the Lima Declaration, on the
basis of the following.
(1) In 1951, the Socialist In
ternational was reconstituted after
the enormous disruptions of the
second world war. At that point,
decolonialisation had only begun
and our movement was primarily
European in membership and
outlook. However, it was, and is,
one of the enduring achievements
of the lnternational's Frankfurt
Declaration of 1951 that it clearly
insisted upon the critical import
ance of freedom, as means and
end, in our principles.
(2) It is once again time that we
reformulate those principles. The
world has changed since 1951, and
so have we. We have lived through
the unprecedented internationalisa
tion of the global economy; we
have participated in democratic
governments and revolutionary
transformations, seeking to
achieve national autonomy or
progress toward socialism, and we
must make every effort to draw the
lessons from both our victories and
our defeats.
(3) We have had to confront the
political implications of weapons
that can destroy the world; we have
understood the physical precondi
tions of life could be destroyed by
the uncontrolled industrialisation of
the North or by an exploitation of
the environment in the South
arising out of attempts to live
within the intolerable constraints of
the world market. We have seen
the attempts of African socialists to
build upon their communal tradi
tions in a transition to an authen
tically African socialism. And,
particularly since 1976, our own
International has expanded drama
tically in the Third World, both in
terms of membership and activity.
(4) It is our task to define the truly
global relevance of democratic
socialism in a world which is daily
becoming more unified by brute
economic facts and desperately
needs an international vision which
will enable it to become one in
freedom, justice, and solidarity as
well. And that is why we now

commit ourselves to draw up the
Declaration of Lima on the basis of
the principles that follow.
(5) Socialism is a movement for
human liberation by means of the
democratisation of the political,
economic, social and cultural
structures of national and world
society.
(6) One can say: socialism is
democracy in its most profound,
comprehensive and international
expression.
(7) As such, socialism cannot be
thought of as a luxury for the
citizens of the advanced economies
but as a universal human right to
individual and communal self
determination in a world in which
power and domination are in
creasingly international.
(8) In the nineteenth century, we
were told that the workers and
peasants of the emergent capitalist
societies were not yet capable of
democracy. We exploded that lie in
theory and in struggle. Now there
are those - and not only the white
racists of South Africa - who say
that the people of the Third World
cannot successfully rule them
selves. We will help to explode that
lie in theory and in struggle.
(9) We obviously take this stand
out of solidarity with people
fighting for their freedom every
where in the world. But there is
another reason for it: since the
structures of power are increasing
ly international, no national move
ment for socialism can truly
succeed on its own. Capital is more
global than ever before and the
poverty of the Third World is everi
now being used as a weapon to
nullify the social gains of the
people in the advanced economies.
Our internationalism is a practical
necessity as well as a moral ideal
for the North as well as the South.
(10) So is our commitment to
democracy, for there can be no
socialism without freedom. We
fight political oppression as well as
economic exploitation for many
· reasons but one of the most
important is this: democracy is the
essential mechanism for the con
trol by the people over the
economic and social conditions of
their own lives, nationally and
throughout the world. It is not an
element of the political 'superstruc
ture' to be added after the
achievement of socialism. It is the
indispensible basis of popular
power itself. So we reject all class
dictatorships, and every class of

dictatorship.
(11) That power can assert itself in
many different ways, some of them
yet to be created. For democratic
socialism is not simply socialised
property or government planning,
though both may well be means to
its ends. And it is certa nly not a
fixed blueprint of an economic
system. It is, rather, the im
plementation of the basic values of
freedom, justice and solidarity by
means of a process of demo
cratisation which seeks, precisely,
to free the spontaneous creativity
of the people at the base. It will,
therefore, be enriched by the
contributions of different cultures
and traditions in a worldwide
movement.
(12) But, however diverse the
forms of socialism may be, all
socialists are committed to a
society in which every citizen can
freely participate in the making of
political, economic and social
decisions; in which ever new
modes of that participation can be
explored and developed; in which
social problems and political differ
ences are settled by open and
critical discussion.
(13) Clearly, such a conception of
democracy requires, at a mini
mum, the election of the people's
representatives by universal, direct
and secret ballot; the protection of
individual rights, such as freedom
of speech, of the press, of
education, of voluntary associa
tion. of religion and of minority
rights; and a system of justice
dependent on the law alone, from
which no one is exempt.
(14) These rights are both indi
vidual and collective, guarantees of
personal freedom which are also
the precondition of popular and
democratic power over the eco
nomy and society. And they are the
foundation of new departures, like
direct democracy in economic
enterprises or local communities,
which will give them even greater
social content.
(15) Political democracy. then, is a
critically important, but not a
sufficient, condition for the social
ist transformation we seek. We
must also dismantle the economic
and social structures of domination
which can frustrate, and even
annul, democratic political rights.
That basic truth of our movement
has been deepened by the struggle
of women in recent decades. They
have made it clearthat-we must be
as dedicated to the fight against

exploitation based on gender as we
are to the struggle against exploita
tion on the basis of race, nation
and class. Indeed, each of those
commitments is an integral and
related part of our goal of human
liberation.
(16) The roots of oppression and
inequality are not simply econo
mic. To be sure, the domination of
women by men, the most ancient
form of social oppression, has
economic manifestations, like
wage discrimination and the
segregation of women in inferior
positions in the labour market. But
this is a specific and historic
phenomenon, the generalisation of
the principle of the patriarchal
family and of the organisation of
society on the basis of a gender
heirarchy. The equality of men and
women will thus not be the result
of a merely formal and juridical
change but demands a veritable
revolution in daily life itself.
(17) Socialists struggle for human
emancipation in the economy and
for effective national independence
from political and economic
domination, for the same reason
that we battle for the emancipation
of women, their real equality with
men in every area of social life,
beginning with daily life. The
richness, variety, and also the
complexity of our movement, are
the result of the fact that we seek to
combine all of these struggles and
to give expression to all the
emancipatory movements in the
framework of dialogue and political
democracy.
(18) For all these reasons, there is
no one model for socialism, but
there are basic values and fun
damental conceptions of political.
economic and social rights which
are common to all the parties in the
International. We are a profoundly
pluralist movement which does not
identify with any one philosophical
i interpretation of socialism. And we
· believe that socialist theories must
l be adapted to a changing world
1
society so that each people and
each generation can set their own
stamp on the reality of their time
and place.
(19) The Declaration of Lima mus
redefine democratic socialism on
the basis of these principles set
forth at this historic first congress
of the Socialist International in
Latin America.
Adopted by the SI Congress,
Lima,Peru,20-23 June1986.
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All states are
sovereign, but
are some more
sovereign than
others?
Taking the issue of US aggression against the Sandinista govern
ment in Nicaragua, the leader of the New Democratic Party of
Canada, ED BROADBENT, examines the principle of self
determination of nations.

T

he world of a politician is a world of
light and shadow. Never merely
pragmatic it is always moral. We in
the Socialist International have always
had to face the difficulty of reconciling
certain universal principles with their
application in a variety of countries with
widely divergent histories.
It is a problem, it is difficult- but it must
be done.
We strive constantly to apply our princi
ples of equality, liberty and solidarity
within our own nations, of course; this is
a difficult task, but one we take for
granted.
But just as we must make critical
judgements at home, we must also do the
same when we look at other countries.
Cultural and historical differences must
certainly be taken into account, but they
never absolve us of the obligation to
judge, decide and act. Surely this is in
good measure what international social
ism is all about.
When we talk about democracy,
pluralism, religious freedom, tolerance,
human rights and self-determination, we
are not giving voice to mere abstractions
relevant only to a few nations; we are
talking about human values and ideals

Message from Reagan: US military in Choluteca, Honduras, part of the 'Big Pine' manoeuvres
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that we believe desirable for all people, at
all times, in all parts of our world. They
are standards for judgement, imperfectly
realised at home or abroad, now or in the
future.
Having said this, let us consider
Nicaragua.

Whatever the differences, the
right to choose
Beginning at our 1978 congress in
Vancouver, we in the Socialist Inter
national have watched, encouraged and
supported the democratic overthrow of
the Somoza regime and all it represented.
We have consistently assisted and
defended Nicaragua's subsequent devel
opment towards democracy.
We have supported the Sandinista
government's stated commitment to
political pluralism, a mixed economy and
non-alignment. Many SI party leaders and
delegations have visited Nicaragua; we
have kept informed on developments
there and discussed the situation in depth
as events have unfolded.
We admire the determined progress
Nicaraguans have made in proYiding
universal education, health care and other
services. Immediately after the fall of
Somoza, for example, there was a major
campaign to establish universal literacy
throughout Nicaragua; it was widely
successful.
Great progress has been made in health
care: infant mortality has been reduced to
one-third of its level under Somoza, life
expectancy has been raised from 48 years
in 1978 to 58 years in 1984 and the
incidence of disease, malnutrition and
accidental death have been signifcantly
lowered-polio, for instance, has not been
reported in Nicaragua since 1981.
In spite of the severe demands of the
war, the Sandinistas have also made
important economic gains: a land reform
and redistribution programme has made
steady progress. In 1979, 98 percent of the
land was owned by 2 percent of
landowners; since then 40 percent of the
farmland has been distributed.
By 1984, 3,000 new, independent
cooperatives were in business, providing
income stability, credit on easy terms and
better access to tools, materials and
equipment for peasants who had been
crudely exploited under the Somoza
dictatorship.
It is worth nothing that these worthy
accomplishments are almost never
mentioned in North American media
coverage of Nicaragua; on the contrary,
almost all reportage on Nicaragua is of the
government's alleged violations on human
rights.
In fact, there have been abuses of
human rights. Sometimes inescapably the

'Our movement must
stand united with
Nicaragua ... It is clear
that we must oppose
the aggression of
strong nations
against their weaker
neighbours even
when those neigh
bours may be making
decisions with which
we disagree.'

product of civil war, sometimes because of
the presence in the governing body of
Marxist-Leninist elements who have no
commitment to human rights as seen by
social democrats. Willy Brandt's dictum
'socialism without human rights would be
like christianity without Christ', would
have no meaning to some governing
elements.
We are aware of discrimination against
trade unions affiliated with the
International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions and Amnesty International
reports some departures from due process
of law and the intimidation of the
government's critics, along with other
human rights breaches by both sides in the
war.

In short, most social democrats see
Nicaragua with open eyes and clear
principles. We are under no illusions
about circumstances in Nicaragua and
their divergencies from the principles of
social democracy.
That said, however, we are also
committed as a worldwide movement to
the equally important, but quite different,
principle of national self-determination.
We assert that Nicaragua is as entitled as
any other country on earth to this right.
We hope they choose the social
democratic path; but whether they do or
not, it is their right to choose.
From a different perspective, the
Reagan administration might want
Nicaragua, Jamaica, Peru or Brazil to
choose a conservative democratic
capitalist path for development, i.e., like
that of Venezuela or Costa Rica following
the second world war. But it is the right of
these peoples not that of the US
government, to choose this destiny or
some other. Similarly, in another corner
of the world the Soviet Union has no right
to impose its preferred regime on the
people of Afghanistan.
It is up to us as an international socialist
movement to make this very clear. Super
powers, domestically democratic or not,
must keep their hands off other nations
and their noses out of these countries'
business. There cannot be two systems of
international law, one for the weak and
one for the strong. There is only one
system and it must hold for all the nations
of this world.

The US and Nicaragua: a record
of military harassment and
economic sabotage
As a Canadian who regularly holidays in
a small New England community and
knows at first-hand the Americans' deep
commitment to democracy in their own
country, I am constantly dismayed by
their government's refusal to leave other
countries in the hemisphere alone.
Reviewing
this twentieth-century
record of military harassment, economic
sabotage and political upheaval, one can
only shake one's head in sadness.
A partial but dismaying list of American
actions against the Managua government
and Nicaraguan people since the over
throw of Somoza includes:
- economic warfare: termination of all
bilateral assistance to Nicaragua, re
duction of US imports of Nicaraguan
goods, interference with and veto of loans
from International bodies like the World
Bank and Inter-American Development
Bank and lobbying against investments by
private American banks and companies;
- a full economic embargo against
SOCIALIST AFFAIRS 3/86
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tration or the US will make life miserable
or impossible.

The crippling costs··

Look out: Contra forces atop a tower, with captured machine gun
Nicaragua, announced at the Bonn
Summit in 1985;
- the 'Big Pine' military manoeuvres in
Honduras, assembling 1,400 US and 4,000
Honduran troops on the Nicaraguan
border in February 1983;
- CIA preparation of a terrorist hand
book for the contras, Psychological
Operations & Guerilla Warfare, outlining
means to frighten the populace into sub
mission;
- engineering of an agreement with the
former Argentinian military government
to train contras and channel arms to them;
- extensive naval exercises off the
Nicaraguan coast over six months in 1983,
involving 19 US ships and 4,000 American
troops;
- small-scale air strikes against the
Managua airport, civilian targets in the
city and storage depots in Corinto in
September 1983, carried out by aircraft
belonging to CIA front company;
of
- American-supervised
mmmg
Nicaragua's harbours in January 1984;
- American contempt of an UN Security
Council resolution in April 1984 con
demning outside military involvement in
Nicaragua;
- refusal to accept the International
Court of Justice's rulings on the harbour
minings, culminating in June 1986, in
refusal to abide by the court's ruling
against the United States; and
- veto of a UN Security Council resol
ution in August calling for 'full
compliance' with the International
Court's decision.
How can this sustained American
economic aggression and violation of
international law against a struggling
nation of2.8 million people be explained?
Is it the security needs of the United
38
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'Superpowers must
keep their hands off
other nations and
their noses out of
these countries'
business. There can
not be two systems of
international law, one
for the weak and one
for the strong. There
is only one system
and it must hold for all
the nations of the
world.'

States? Hardly! Nicaragua has a smaller
population and is certainly poorer than
the state of Massachusetts. No one could
believe it could launch attacks or act
effectively on behalf of the Soviet Union,
even should it wish to.
No, surely such sustained harassment
must be seen as a refusal by the United
States administration to accept as
legitimate any newly emerging Central
American state that does not comply with
a model of development chosen by the
United States.
The message is clear: either fall into a
pattern acceptable to the Reagan adminis-

The costs of this intractability are huge,
not only for Nicaragua, but for the entire
region. There has been a massive increase
in the militarisation of Central America,
largely due to the shift in US priorities
from development to 'defence against
communism'. Thus while American
public aid to Central America increased
twenty-fold between 1978 and 1985, the
share attributed to 'security' grew from 26
percent in 1980 to 70 percent in 1985.
The United States has also clearly
indicated its lack of faith in the Contadora
Group's efforts to find a peaceful solution
for Central America - notwithstanding
the fact that virtually all of Latin America
and Canada have supported Contadora.
The Reagan administration refused to
sign either the September 1983 agreement
accepted by Nicaragua or any subsequent
Contadora draft. It is now quite clear the
US is willing to facilitate or impose a
military solution to the acute economic,
social and political problems of Central
America. Tragically, Members of the US
Senate and House of Representatives
have now joined with Reagan in voting for
military funding for the Contras in
Nicaragua.
The effect of this undeclared war on
Nicaragua has been devastating. As
resources are increasingly diverted to war,
the government's ability to improve the
lot of its people is reduced. Already
between October 1983 and October 1984,
Nicaraguan workers lost 40 percent of
their purchasing power and over 50
hospitals, 360 schools and 840 adult
education centres were closed due to
attacks or sabotage. Nicaragua is now
spending half its annual budget on the
war.
By 19 July this year, the seventh
anniversary of the fall of Somoza, the war
_had claimed over 31,000 casualties among
Sandinista and contra troops. The
Sandinistas also claim 1,125 civilians have
been killed.
In recent months the contras have
stepped up their attacks on civilians,
apparently singling out foreign aid
workers as specific targets.
This situation is unacceptable to
Central Americans, South Americans and
the Socialist International.
Our movement must stand united with
Nicaragua today and other Latin
American nations tomorrow in their
insistence on shaping their own destinies.
It is clear that we must oppose the
aggression of strong nations against their
weaker neighbours even when those
neighbours may be making decisions with
which we disagree.
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Ending apartheid

A view from
Britain

The refusal of the Conservative government to contemplate
effective sanctions has meant that Britain has been seen by many
as a supporter of the Botha regime. In this interview, DENIS
HEALEY, the foreign affairs spokesman of the British Labour
Party, describes his recent visit to South Africa and sets out his
party's policies.
Who did you meet during your recent visit
to South Africa, why did you go and what
were the circumstances when you arrived?
Healey: The main purpose of my visit was
to demonstrate the solidarity of the British
Labour Party with those fighting apart
heid and to generate some public interest
in the issue through the media. I decided
the best time to go would be between the
publication of the report of the Common
wealth Eminent Persons Group (EPG)
and the debate on South Africa at the
Commonwealth mini-summit in London
in August.
As it happened, I arrived just about a
week after the declaration of the state of
emergency. It was an extremely fraught
situation and I spent more time trying to
find out what was happening than I'd
originally expected. The anti-apartheid
organisations estimated that there were
3,000 people detained at the time. Now
that the government is admitting detain
ing 8,000 people, the alternative estimate
has risen to between 12,000 and 15,000.
My main contact was with people fight
ing apartheid. I saw activists from the
United Democratic Front (UDF) in
Durban and held a secret meeting with
UDF leaders in Johannesburg. I also met
the trade unions, particularly in Durban
and also a few in Johannesburg, and had
the privilege of meeting some of the
women - including Winnie Mandela, of
course - who have been very active in the
anti-apartheid struggle and suffered for it.
I also met a lot of the church people. It
must be said that at a time when formal
activities by political parties and trade
unions are heavily restricted, the churches
are carrying a big part of the burden. It
was very heart-warming to see the church
leaders, both catholic and protestant,
. recognising that the majority of their

learned when I was there was that the
majority of the business community is
English speaking and does not support the
Nationalist Party. Its representatives now
recognise that apartheid and the Botha
regime are a threat to the survival of their
companies and told me that they agreed
with the analysis made in the EPG report
that South Africa is sliding towards a
blood bath in which all western interests
will be lost. Nevertheless, when I asked
what they were doing about this politi
cally, I got the very wet reply that the
English speakers are in a minority in
South Africa and that there was very little
they could do. Now I just don't believe
that's true.
What they are doing, of course, is
voting with their feet. They are selling
their businesses or divesting and there is a
flow - which is not yet a flood - of pro
fessional people with marketable skills
moving out of South Africa. On the whole
their position was very disappointing.
White businessmen I met in Zambia,
however, identify much more closely with
the black struggle. Indeed, I found that
prominent leaders of big multinational
companies, some based in South Africa,
were strongly supportive of sanctions.
But are they in favour of one-person-one
vote?
Healey: In the end, I think one-person

congregation was black. The ones I met
identified themselves unreservedly with
the struggle for black majority rule.
At the end of my visit, I also had talks
with a fairly representative group of
twenty-four members of the British South
African Chamber of Commerce. A num
ber of white opponents from the
Progessive Federal Party were also
present, as was an Afrikaner journalist
who had just been sacked for being too
. liberal.
Over the years there has been an almost
symbiotic relationship between apartheid
and capitalist interests in South Africa.
From your contact with the white political
leaders and the business groups, did you
see any loosening of this link?
Healey: Up to a point, yes. One thing I

one-vote is going to come. I was struck by
the comment of someone who had at
tended a seminar at the most nationalistic
of all the Afrikaner universities that every
single Afrikaner there thought that there
would be black majority rule within fifteen
years. But then, of course, they are
equally determined to slow it up and pre
vent it happening. They have no policy
whatever for developing a smooth tran
sition between the present situation and
the inevitable future. This, in my opinion,
is where the role of the outside world is of
critical importance. If we can increase
pressure there is a chance that some of the
people who already recognise what is
inevitable will begin to take the political
problems related to the transition much
more seriously.
The tragedy at the moment is that the
people arrested are all responsible leaders
of black opinion in the townships and
unions or political organisations like the
UDF. The menace which the regime is
storing up for itself is that if they remove
all the responsible leadership, then the
frustrations of the blacks in the townshlps
may explode into uncontrolled and un
directed acts of violence.
Speaking of the outside world, Britain has
been at the centre of the South African
issue over the last few months, and it seems
that the Thatcher government is getting

-. -- --- --- ...:.- .:...=::::--- --.::::

HORIZONS SOUTH AFRICA

away with its claim that sanctions would
'harm the blacks and lose British jobs'.
What is the Labour Party's policy at the
moment and what is its strategy for
winning the arguments and building an
effective campaign for sanctions?

Healey: Firstly, I think we can repeat the
argument put forward by the conserva
tive former prime minister of Australia,
Malcolm Fraser, that if the outside world
does not succeed in bringing about a
peaceful transition, then all western
influence and interests will be swept away
in the blood bath that will follow.
Secondly, all responsible leaders of black
opinion, particularly trade union leaders,
whose members stand to suffer most from
sanctions, believe · that sanctions are
necessary to shorten the agony. This is an
area where my own views changed during
the visit. Before I went I thought that a
progressive tightening of the screw might
be the best way. But I came back per
suaded that comprehensive mandatory
sanctions would be most effective.
Whereas a slow escalation of pressure is
something to which South Africa will
probably be able to adapt economically, a
really tough sudden imposition will force
change or at least has most chance of
forcing change.
The Labour Party's policy is for com
prehensive mandatory sanctions. But, as
we know, it is difficult to achieve such
measures because they have to be im
posed by the United Nations Security
Council. And at present they would
certainly face the veto of the United
States, so you have to go for the most that
you can get. It's the governments of the
countries that are South Africa's major
trading partners - the US, Britain and
Japan - which have been most reluctant to
move. Nevertheless, I think you could say
with some confidence that if Britain and
the US were to move, .the Japanese would
move; and if the US moved, the pressure
on the British government to do so would
be enormous.
How did you interpret the recent meeting

between Oliver Tambo and .the British
foreign office minister, Linda Chalker?
Does this decision to talk to the ANC
indicate any shift in the British govern
ment's policy towards South Africa?

Healey: In view of the fact that the

Americans have been meeting represen
tatives of the ANC at an official level for
a long _time, I asked why the British
government wasn't doing as much as that.
As a result they did move. Nevertheless,
Chalker is only a junior minister without
very great influence, so the decision to
meet Tambo was a moderately insulting
half-way house.
In Britain, the problem, in my opinion,
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is entirely the prime minister, and that's
why I think we in the British Labour Party
and the trade union movement have a big
responsibility to maximise pressure in
every way we can for a shift in policy by
the British government.
(After this interview took place, Oliver
Tambo met the British foreign secretary,
Geoffrey Howe, at the latter's official
residence in Chevening on 20 September.)
And what about the United States? Do you
think the policy review in June signalled
any shift away from the policy ofconstruc
tive engagement?

Healey: When I was in South Africa, I
learned that Reagan had set up a small
advisory team to try 'to establish contact
with the ANC. But what is encouraging
for us is that there has been a tremendous
shift of opinion in the US Congress. The
House of Representatives has voted for
something very close to comprehensive
mandatory sanctions, and the Senate
voted for something that goes much
further than what has been proposed so
far by the Commonwealth or the Euro
pean Community. The blacks in the US
are now deeply engaged in the whole anti
apartheid struggle and that's the biggest
single factor in shifting Congress.
With regard to the ANC, it has been said
that the strategy of the British government
and the Reagan administration is to both
weaken and divide the organisation, in
part by attempting to split the communist
members away from the nationalists.

Healey: The Americans have published
this ridiculous list of communist members
of the ANC. I think Reagan has painted
himself into a corner by describing the
ANC as a communist, terrorist organis
ation. But there are communists on the
executive of the ANC - though not as
many as has been claimed - and this has
been Reagan's excuse for not having
direct contact with the organisation.
However, Tambo made it clear at the
conference of the Non-Aligned Move
ment that there is no question of Reagan
or anyone else dictating who should be a
member of the ANC and who shouldn't.
What would the key sanctions in any
package be, and where is the South African
government most vulnerable?

Healey: You must go for the sources of
foreign exchange for South Africa. While
a ban on exports to South Africa would be
difficult to organise because of evasion
through third countries, sanctions against
imports from South Africa would be rela
tively easy, especially if you go for the big
earners like gold, diamonds and metals. A
ban on purchases of South African gold
could be avoided by smuggling, but one

alternative, which has been endorsed by
the Economist magazine, would be for
countries with large gold stocks to sell
them off and depress the price. There's no
way the South Africans could get round
that.
One of the South African government's
favourite defence mechanisms against
sanctions is the threat ofretaliation against
the front-line states. How can the inter
national community organise an effective
package of sanctions which simultaneously
minimises the potential damage to the
front-line states?

Healey: Firstly, South Africa could be
deterred from retaliation by the inter
national community keeping a few shots
back, such as threatening the implemen
tation of comprehensive mandatory
sanctions. Secondly, economic retaliation
against the front-line states can only be
countered by a massive improvement in
communications with the Indian Ocean
ports, such as Beira in Mozambique and
Dar es Salaam in Tanzania. I'm sorry to
say that the front-line states have done
almost nothing to prepare themselves for
this situation, though my impression is
that this has been discussed seriously for
the first time at the Non-Aligned con
ference in Harare. This is the single
biggest problem because the railway line
to Dar es Salaam is poor, the port of Dar
es Salaam is limited in capacity and the
railway line to Beira is being constantly
cut by guerrillas.
What do you think the aim of sanctions
should be - there is after all a very grey
area between sanctions that contribute to
the black struggle and irreparably weaken
the regime and those which merely push
the regime to carry out reforms from
within?

Healey: You can't irreparably weaken the
regime without irreparably weakening the
South African economy, and no intelli
gent black wants that because they want
to inherit a viable economy. I think the
sensible aim for sanctions is to try to force
a dialogue between the government and
the leaders of black opinion. That's what
the EPG recommended and it seems to me
that's what the ANC wants from sanc
tions. I think you need to apply the
heaviest possible sanctions as fast as
possible because the longer the delay, the
greater the possibility that the present
moderate and experienced leadership of
the black majority will be replaced by a
less experienced and maybe less moderate
one.
From the way the South African
government is going about the situation at
the moment, there is the risk that the
black side will totally disintegrate and that
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a situation similar to that in Lebanon will
emerge.
Although there was some contact be
tween Buthelezi and the ANC until as late
as 1978, I think Buthelezi has come to the
conclusion that it is going to be a Lebanon
and that in that case he can carve out a
stake in Natal with support from white
business. That's not an impossible
scenario. At the moment, Buthelezi is the
Savimbi of South Africa.
Now whether sanctions will work is
another question. History shows that
economic pressure alone does not
produce big changes in government
policies. Economic sanctions allied with
internal political pressure, on the other
hand, can do it. There is no question that
at the end of the Rhodesian affair
sanctions began to bite when there was a
large civil war.
But doesn't your reference to Rhodesia
reemphasise the urgency of the need for
sanctions now? Don't suitable conditions
already exist for the combination of
internal and external pressure you're
talking about?

Healey: South Africa is a very different
country and the strength of the armed
forces and the police is enormously
greater than it was in Rhodesia. In
physical terms, the South African regime
is very, very powerful indeed and would
be absolutely ruthless. Another important
point to make about the situation is that
the majority of government servants are

Walkabout: Dennis Healey talking
with children in Botleng township

now Afrikaners - they are running the
system and it will be very difficult to shift
them. I don't think you should under
estimate the scale of these problems.
Nevertheless, my own feeling is that
once the world embarks on the sanctions
course, it will be compelled if it fails to go
to a higher level and it wouldn't surprise
me at all to see mandatory comprehe'nsive
sanctions supported by a naval blockade
within five years.
Surely part of the problem with external
pressure at the moment is that it's limited
in nature and therefore difficult for the
South African government to take
seriously. The EPG obviously went to
South Africa with good intentions but the
initiative was a result of the inability to
agree on sanctions at the Commonwealth
conference in Nassau in 1985, so they were
already beginning from a position of
weakness.

Healey: We've always said that it's very
difficult to appeal to the better nature of
the Botha regime unless this is backed up
with the threat of an effective response.
Nevertheless, I think the situation is
developing in such a way that the alterna
tive is staring the white rulers in the face
and I think they accept this. Inevitably, as
time passes, pressure will increase and not
decrease.
So, under what circumstances would nego
tiations between the South African govern
ment and the ANC have any meaning and
how do you see the role of outside world in
bringing them about?

. Healey: The negotiations would have to
be about power, because the issue is no
longer about racial segregation, it's about

political power, who runs the country. As
in Rhodesia, it would be a long and diffi
cult negotiation, but in the end it would
succeed. It will be a negotiation in which
the outsiders don't play a big role. We'd
produce a situation in which negotiations
took place, of course, but we shouldn't
imagine that we can tell the ANC what
sort of constitution to go for. That will
have to be negotiated.
Finally, if there's going to be any radical
change in South Africa, it's going to have
to entail democratic rights for all citizens
and also a redistribution of wealth. How do
you see the path for socialist advance in
South Africa?

Healey: I think you'll find the answer to
that question by looking at the history of
all colonial transitions. The probability is
that a black government there would want
white business to stay on very much as
conditions are now. It would really want
growth in the economy. And let's face it,
the socialist/communist model has not
beeh a very attractive one in the Third
World, where the failures are much more
notable than the successes. But this is not
for us to tell them. They will have to
decide for themselves what priority to give
to socialist principles as against keeping
the show on the road.
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A regional
example

is a compromise. Nevertheless its coming
into force will represent an advance in
arms control measures of regional and
global significance, particularly if the five
nuclear powers can be convinced to sign
its protocols.
The geographical boundaries of the
treaty area stretch from Latin America,
where it meets the zone defined by the
Treaty of Tlatelolco, to the west coast of
Australia. In the south it extends as far as
the Antarctic zone and to the north it
crosses the equator to include the island
state of Kiribati, though not the US trust
territories of the Marshall Islands, Palau
or the Federated States of Micronesia.

On 6 August last year - Hiroshima Day - eight South Pacific
countries signed the Rarotonga Treaty with the aim of establish
ing a nuclear-free zone in the South Pacific. JOHN LANGMORE
examines the treaty's significance as an initiative of regional arms
control.

A

rticle VII of the Nuclear Non- ·
Proliferation Treaty recognises the
right of any group of states to con
clude regional treaties so as to assure the
total absence of nuclear weapons from
their respective territories. The 1957
Antarctic Treaty was the first such arms
limitation agreement in the post-1945 _
period, followed by the 1959 Treaty of
Tlatelolco, which broke important ground
by establishing the first nuclear weapons
free zone in an inhabited region, namely
Latin America.
However, it is the Pacific Ocean region
which has borne the brunt of the nuclear
age. From the mining of uranium and the
testing of nuclear weapons and delivery _
systems to the visits of nuclear ships and
the disposal of nuclear waste, the Pacific
has been involved in all aspects of the ·
nuclear cycle. The bomb dropped on
Hiroshima was launched from the Micro
nesian island of Tinian. Many residents of
Bikini and Rongelap Islands, as well as a
boatload of Japanese fishermen, suffered
tragically as a result of US nuclear testing
in Micronesia. The Polynesians of Tahiti
are also affected by increased health
problems and dislocation of their econ
omy and society as a result of French •
nuclear testing.
Thus it is not surprising that the South
Pacific region should become the second
inhabited region to introduce a treaty
limiting some of these nuclear activities.
The South Pacific Nuclear-Free Pacific
Zone Treaty, the Treaty of Rarotonga,
was opened for signature on Hiroshima

John Langmore

is an Australian Labor Party member of
parliament and a founder member of
Labor Parliamentarians for a Nuclear
Free Australia.
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T

he initiative for a nuclear-free zone
in the South Pacific was taken by
the then New Zealand Labour prime
minister, Norman Kirk, in the early 1970s.
At the 1975 UN General Assembly, a
resolution sponsored by New Zealand,
Fiji and Papua New Guinea, urging the
creation of a South Pacific nuclear-free
zone, was carried. However with the
demise of Labour governments in
Australia and New Zealand in the mid1970s the proposal did not re-surface

Day, 6 August 1985. On that day eight
South Pacific nations signed it at the con
clusion of the meeting of the South Pacific
Forum in Rarotonga, the capital of the
Cook Islands. The negotiation of this
treaty has a long history, and its final form
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again at the South Pacific Forum until
1983, after the election of the Hawke
Labor government in Australia. In the
interim other governments, in particular
the Lini government of Vanuatu, together
with a range of non-government organis
ations, kept up the demands for a nuclear
free Pacific treaty. The continued nuclear
testing by the French government has pro
voked increasingly strong opposition from
all Pacific governments, whatever their
political orientation.
At the 1983 meeting of the South Pacific
Forum in Canberra, Australia made a pro
posal for a nuclear-free zone banning the
deployment and stationing of nuclear
weapons, nuclear testing and nuclear
waste dumping. But other Forum mem
bers wanted a more specific document and
more time to consider it. Several, includ
ing Papua New Guinea, the Solomons,
Vanuatu and Fiji, already banned the
entry of nuclear capable ships to their
ports. The 1984 meeting established a
working party of officials from all Forum
countries to discuss a text.
The treaty they came up with is in fact
more comprehensive than the Treaty of
Tlatelolco, covering Latin America.
Dumping of nuclear waste at sea and so
called 'peaceful nuclear explosions', both
allowed by Tlatelolco, are prohibited by
the Treaty of Rarotonga.
A great deal has been said and written
about whether the treaty will actually have
any effect in reducing current nuclear
activity in the Pacific. Perhaps the treaty's
most controversial aspects in the region
have been that it does not prohibit the
passage of nuclear-armed and -powered
ships, fails to prevent missile testing (such

'Nuclear-free zones
are clearly a way for
smaller countries to
send a message to
the nuclear powers
that they would like to
see nuclear activi'ty
reduced or halted
altogether.'

as that conducted by the US in Kwajalein
atoll in the Marshall Islands) and says
nothing about uranium mining, process
ing or export (which is going on in
Australia).
During the negotiations four Forum
members, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, the
Solomons and Vanuatu, urged the in
clusion of a ban on nuclear-missile testing.
Vanuatu and Nauru also sought to include
bans on uranium exports. Countries such
as Vanuatu and the Solomons, which ban
the transit of nuclear-powered or -armed
vessels in their territorial waters, argued
that such a ban should be mandatory
within the zone. However, it was agreed
that this should be a matter for individual
countries.

'The Rarotonga Treaty was signed by
eight South Pacific countries Australia, the Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati,
New Zealand, Niue, Tuvalu and Western
Samoa - on Hiroshima Day, 6 August
1985. It was later signed by Papua New
Guinea but not by Vanuatu or the
Solomons, which claim the provisions of
the treaty are not comprehensive enough.
Nauru has still to make a decision and
Tonga has not signed <'ln the grounds that
the treaty is too restrictive to the nuclear
powers.
Despite the fact that many hoped it
would go further, the Rarotonga South
Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty repre
sents an advance in arms control. An
integral part of the treaty are the Proto
cols to be signed by the nuclear weapons
powers. So far only China has indicated
definitely that it will sign the protocols.
The Soviet Union has welcomed the treaty
but not yet indicated whether it will sign.
The US initially ridiculed the treaty, later
announcing that it was being studied. Its
more recent position appears to be to tie
signing of the treaty to a change in New
Zealand's position on port access to
nuclear-powered and -armed ships,
though no decision has yet been an
nounced. The US government also de
fends France's right to continue nuclear
testing, necessary, it says, for the
'modernisation' of France's independent
nuclear deterrent. The present British

HORIZONS
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government will obviously be guided by
whether the US signs and it is highly un
likely that France will.
France claims to be supportive of the
concept of nuclear-free zones, and to wel
come proposals for such zones in the
Middle East and Africa. However the
French government questions the utility
of a zone in the South Pacific claiming that
the region includes mostly international
airspaces or waters which fall outside any
restrictions, that the risk of horizontal
proliferation in the South Pacific region
appears quite remote and that the five
nuclear powers have already agreed inter
nationally to give negative security
guarantees, which could hardly be speci
fied further at a regional level. A dele
gation of Forum representatives which
visited Europe to discuss the treaty with
the nuclear powers was told an end to
nuclear testing cannot that, as far as
France is concerned, be a condition of, or
even a prerequisite for, global reduction
in nuclear arsenals.
Regardless of whether these countries
sign the protocols, the treaty will provide
a legal basis for pressure from the inter
national community on the nuclear
powers to abide by its requirements,
(particularly when it has been signed and
ratified by eight members and registered
with the United Nations.)

T

he treaty is also a demonstration to
other countries that steps can and
should be taken by regional groups of
countries which will limit the nuclear
activity of the nuclear powers. This has
already sparked off interest elsewhere and
in the Southeast Asian, Indian Ocean and
African regions, proposals have been
initiated for nuclear-free zones. In
Southeast Asia, Indonesia has taken the
lead in advocating a 'zone of peace, free
dom and neutrality', and the Malaysian
foreign minister has spoken of the desir
ability of a nuclear�weapons-free zone. At
the most recent meeting of the foreign
ministers of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) commissioned a
working group to look into the possi
bilities of inaugurating a nuclear-free zone
in the region, modelled on the one in the
South Pacific. The proposal for a zone of
peace in the Indian Ocean, which was first
initiated over a decade ago, has received
new impetus since the finalising of the
Rarotonga Treaty, as have proposals for
zones in Africa and various parts of
Europe. Nuclear-free zones are clearly a
way for smaller countries to send a
message to the nuclear powers that they
would like to see nuclear activity reduced
or halted altogether.
The Labor government in Australia has
now introduced two bills to parliament,
the South Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone
SOCIALIST AFFAIRS 3/86
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Treaty Bill and the Nuclear Non-Prolifer
ation (Safeguards) Bill, both designed to
give domestic legislative effect to
Australia's international non-prolifer
ation obligation under various treaties
including the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty and the Treaty of Rarotonga. The
Australian Office of Safeguards, for which
these bills provide the legislative basis,
will monitor compliance with all
Australia's international obligations
under treaties concerning nuclear activity
to which Australia is a signatory.
These two bills are the result of
initiatives of Labor members of parlia
ment, in particular members of Labor
Parliamentarians for a Nuclear Free
Australia, a group which lobbies within
the ALP for a stronger stand on nuclear
issues. Australia is the first country to
introduce such legislation iyid the bills go
far beyond the minimum technically re
quired for the purposes of ratification of
the treaty and cover all the major pro
visions of the treaty. The clause prohibit
ing the stationing of nuclear weapons
anywhere in the zone will prevent so
called 'homeporting' by US nuclear
powered warships in Australia.

T

he South Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone
Treaty, despite its limitations, is an
action with ramifications that are out of
proportion with the small populations of
the sponsoring countries. There are, how
ever, indications that several South Pacific
countries, in particular the Melanesian
states Vanuatu, the Solomon Islands and
Papua New Guinea, are dissatisfied with
a treaty which allows the superpowers free
access with nuclear-powered vessels to the
region. In 1988 the US will begin deploy-
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'The trea'ty is a
demonstration to
other countries that
steps can and should
be taken by regional
groups of countries
which will limit the
nuclear activi'ty of the
nuclear powers.'

ing its Trident II missiles, which will be
highly accurate and have first-strike
capacity. A�stralia will inevitably be
involved in communications for this first
strike weapon through its hosting of the
US-Australia joint communications
facilities.
' There are also other reasons for grave
concern about current US policies. The
massive annual increases in US military
spending are of greatest concern, but such
policies as the strategic defence initiative,
the attack on Libya, the decision to
produce a new generation of chemical
weapons, the abandonment of SALT II,
the long refusal to negotiate a comprehen
sive test ban or respond constructively to
the Soviet Union's test moratorium, and
the failure to approach the Geneva arms
control and disarmament negotiations
seriously, suggest, even to friends of the
US, that the current administration wishes
only to prevaricate about arms control and
disarmament while dramatically increas
ing military strength. The Reagan admin
istration is acting in ways which can only
be described as aggressive.
Verbal protests by allies have made no
impact on that behaviour. More definite

peaceful settlements.
International Alert is establish
ing research, membership and
support groups to concentrate
on individual countries about
which they have specialised
knowledge and experience.
As part of its initial activities,
International Alert has created an
International Emergency Com
mittee on Sri Lanka and a
Uganda Watch Committee; a
project is in preparation regarding
the conflict in Chad; and other
projects in Western and Eastern
Europe, Asia and the Americas
are being studied.
Groups exist in London, Los
Angeles and Cambridge, Mass,
with others already i formation
in France and Australia.

action will therefore be required to
emphasise to the administration the
strength of opposition to its current
policies. New Zealand has already taken
such action by prohibiting visits by
nuclear-powered and -armed vessels.
Australia could welLconsider withdrawing
agreement to locate one or more of the
joint communication facilities in the
country.
The North West Cape Communications
Station is the joint facility with least
justification, for its purpose is to maintain
reliable communications with submarines
of the US fleet serving in the Indian and
Western Pacific Ocean. It is an integral
part of the US military system but has no
subsidiary role in early warning or verifi
cation of arms control and disarmament
agreements as do the other two major
joint facilities in Australia. There are no
unique geographic or other features which
require the North West Cape facility to be
located in Australia. The threat not to
renew the agreement when it expires in
1988 could therefore be a significant but
not seriously damaging action, indicative
of the strength of Australian opposition to
many aspects of current US military
policy.
The Rarotonga South Pacific Nuclear
Free Zone Treaty is a clear expression of
the extent of concern about the nuclear
arms race in the region. As well as em
bodying significant constraints on action
by present and future governments of
signatory countries, and on the action of
nuclear powers in the area, it also sets an
example to other regions of the world. It
is nevertheless only one step and many
more must be taken before the arms race
is effectively ended.

Council on Foreign Relations
58 East 68 Street
New York
NY 10021
United States
The Council on
is a non-profit
devoted to pro
understanding
affairs through
ideas.
From time to ti
monographs wri
of the Council's r
visiting fellows, o
by the Council, o
independent aut
review contribute
study or working

i

lished with the designation
'Council on Foreign Relations
Book'.
Recent publications have
included: Third World Instability:
Central America as a European
American Issue; Ripe for Resol
ution: Conflict and Intervention in
Africa; Arms and the African: The
Military Influences on Africa's
International Relations; American
Hostages in Iran: The Conduct of
a Crisis; Latin Migration North:
The Problems for US Foreign
Policy; A Changing Israel;
Unemployment and Growth in
t e Western Economies.
Connections
is for information only, and
·
ies no endorsement or approval by
SCJCW.JST N'FAJRS or the Socialist
ernational.

·;.i
i .:<�-:.- ·
/

·-'·

�

Taking the initiative: Locally inspired educational toys produced by Lambeth Toys cooperative

T

hroughout the western world the
epidemic of mass unemployment
continues barely abated. In one
country after another the wholesale loss of
jobs, particularly in manufacturing indus
try, is being accompanied by the symp
toms of progressive deindustrialisation.
Right-wing monetarist governments
have given up virtually any serious
attempt to find a path back to anything
approaching full employment. On the left,
howeve,r, there is an upsurge-of interest in
new forms of economic initiative and
intervention which can reverse the tide of
unemployment and deindustrialisation.
In Britain such a reversal is more
desperately needed than in many other
countries. Since 1981 the Labour-con
trolled Greater London Council (GLC)
acted as a beacon for all of those in the
labour movement trying to think through
the difficult issues of the restructuring of
our economies and the restoration of full
employment. Among the innovative ideas
piloted by the GLC were new forms of
popular planning, directly involving local
communities and workforces in taking key
decisions about development, investment
and technological change which affected
them and their communities.
The GLC also set up a 'trade union
early warning unit' to obtain for itself and
its primary agency to implement its
industrial policy - the Greater London
Enterprise Board (GLEB) - intelligence
on possible plant closures and redun
dancies. As a result, the Enterprise Board
has found it possible to intervene in
threatened closures, and, in partnership
with the trade unions and on occasions
with local management, to offer alterna
tives based upon direct investment by the
GLEB.

Local heroes
Whenever it is criticised for failing to implement policies to counter
mass unemployment, economic recession, deindustrialisation
and falling living standards, the British Conservative govern
ment's stock response is 'there is no alternative'. But this clai
has been disproved, at local level at least, by the success of the
enterprise boards to promote economic development set up by
local Labour administrations in the early 1980s. JOHN PALMER
describes the experiences and successes of the largest of these,
the Greater London Enterprise Board (GLEB).
Neither the GLC nor the GLEB have
ever pretended that, with the limited
financial resources which the GLC could
provide for investment capital, it would be
possible, single-handed, to transform the
London economy. However, the objec
tive has been to show, through exemplary
investment and product innovation
projects, the kind of alternative which
could be built on if a sympathetic govern
ment was willing to provide the necessary
backing.
In its three years the GLEB has
invested in some two hundred projects,
and has created around 4,000 jobs at an
average cost per job significantly below
the cost to the state of keeping an individ
ual unemployed for a year. In addition,
the GLEB has invested in jobs of quality
and endeavour to advance both industrial
democracy and worker participation
within its. enterprises, as well as the
objective of equal opportunities for

women, ethnic minorities and other dis
advantaged groups.

A.

striking feature of the Great �
.L
London Enterprise Board has bee=
its influence on the thinking of local an;:
national governments, trade union bodies
and those concerned with economic de\·e :
opment throughout the West and in ·h;:
Third World.
Indeed the number of visiting de'.e
gations from overseas far exceeds thOS'�
from elsewhere within Britain. Glc5
speakers attending conferences a ro:::..:::
are frequently surprised at the depth �f
knowledge that has filtered through :.'.:::=
network of contacts built up over the :'!...--:
four years.
Progressive and labour mo\" ;:r:e-:
organisations overseas clearly regarc ·'-;:
development of enterprise boards , c::e
of the brighter elements in an othe:- ...:�
bleak political and economic em� SOCIALIST AFFAJRS
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;:nent. The ideas and the lessons of
GLEB's experience have been taken
- riously and many are now being
examined if not emulated by local,
regional and indeed national governments
elsewhere.
In the search for international backing
for their plans, the Bhopal Trade Union
Relief Fund, set up to create jobs and
provide long-term assistance for workers
and victims of the Union Carbide disaster
in December 1984, came to GLEB for
advice about industrial reconstruction and
the development of socially useful
products.
The board has assisted Twin Trading,
the GLC-sponsored project concerned
with non-exploitative trading agreements,
in negotiations with the Nicaraguan,
:\Iozambique and Vietnamese govern
ments among others.
The Pan-Hellenic Local Development
Agency set up by the Greek government
acknowledges the influence of the GLEB
model. And the government-backed
Malta Development Corporation sought
assistance in the development of a worker
cooperative sector and on new technology
projects, to resolve Malta's youth unem
ployment problems and reduce economic
dependence on foreign investment.
One of the first local authorities to
adopt the GLC's scheme for reviving the

'The objective has
been to show,
through exemplary
investment and
product innovation
projects, the kind of
alternative which
could be built on if a
sympathetic govern
ment was willing to
provide the
necessary backing.'

urban economy was Melbourne, and
several city and state administrations
under Labor Party control in Australia
seem likely to follow this example, despite
some reticence on the part of the federal
Labor government.
In New Zealand, Wellington is commit
ted, in principle, to setting up an enter
prise board, and Maori representatives
came to London specifically to examine
the potential of the GLEB approach to
industrial development. Such moves may

Taming the new
teehnology
Set up by the GLEB in 1984, the London New Technology Network
(LNTN) aims to develop a 'human centred' �pproach to micro
electronics and computing technologies.

T

he London New Technology
Network (LNTN), is an advice and
contact-making centre and a
place where. meetings and conferences
can be held on topics related to the
'microelectronic revolution'. It is also a
production centre, offering services to
businesses and cooperatives' in as
sembly and testing of computer-based
products. And it is a walk-in technology
access centre.
LNTN deals with the opportunities
and problems of microcomputers and
microelectronics, seen from the point of
view of the employment, the self
respect and the social needs of working
people.

46

SOCIALIST AFFAIRS 3/86

LNTN, like GLEB's own investments
in the new technology area, reflects the
'hum.an centred' approach. New tech
nology should not be seen as a threat
\o people, their jobs, and their human
potential, but as a liberating force,
greatly extending our powers and
freedoms.
LNTN is concerned to see that such
new technologies are used to enhance
jobs and make knowledge more widely
available, rather than destsroy jobs and
centralise knowledge. That is one of the
main reasons for the network's involve
ment in the Enhanced Diabetic Care
Project.
The aim of this project is to provide

stem, in part, from similarities to Britain's
economic and political situation, but
interest has come from throughout
Western Europe.
GLEB-style initiatives are under con
sideration in Val de Marne and several
other large city authorities in France. A
delegation from the municipal govern
ment of Barcelona was among several that
have visited from Spain,· and there has
been a series of fact-finding visits from
Federal German political parties and
trade unions representing numerous
industrial areas and local authorities, in
particular from Nordrhein-Westfalen,
Saar-land, Frankfurt and Bremen.
Such visits have enabled GLEB to make
invaluable contacts, and draw upon the
experience of the trade-union and cooper
ative movement in France, Italy, Spain
and Denmark.
Since Britain's worker cooperative
sector is going through something of a
renaissance, external observers have been
keen to learn about the impact of GLEB's
embryonic cooperative development
strategy. It combines direct investment
with training and the expansion of infra
structural support, including strengthened
links with the trade union movement.
The strategy has been devised to fill
something of a vacuum within the British
economy, with an eye both to European

doctors with specialist knowledge
necessary for them to take over long
term management of diabeticsv from
hospital clinics, thus involving patients
more in their own care, and breaking
down the mystique of specialist
expertise.

L

NTN is also working on thedevel
opment of computer graphics
systems, with applications in a wide
range of industries, including clothing,
furniture, industrial design, publi
cations, packaging and software.
People can often handle a picture
better than writte words: colour can
help direct attention, and moving
'things' round a screen is often closer to
the way most people work than issuing
commands from a keyboard. So com
puter graphics can help make computer
systems more 'human centred'.
But existing systems, where they are
not too crude, are too expensive for
smaller enterprises, or for use in train
ing. LNTN is working with a London
technical college and a polytechnic ,on
projects to put this right, including the
development of electronic 'paintboxes'

HORIZONS ECONOMIC RECOVERY

markets and to the experience of the far
stronger cooperative sectors elsewhere in
Europe.
European Community backing for
GLEE-sponsored cooperative training,
particularly for women and black
workers, and for the highly successful
international trade fairs in 1984 and 1985,
which brought together, for the first time,
cooperatives from all over Europe, signals
recognition that GLEE is not solely con
cerned with domestic or London-based
employment issues.
The emphasis on international trading
has attracted interest from administrative
regions in Canada, Sweden and New
Zealand which currently lack a coop
sector. For them the significance of
GLEE's programme has been the fact that
it represents an organic response both to
unemployment and to the demands of the
cooperative movement itself.
GLEE's efforts to devise comprehen
sive investment programmes that tackle
working methods, industrial democracy,
and product developmeqt has won Euro
pean Community support for a number of
the board's technology projects.
GLEE is now one of the partners, with
Federal Germany and Denmark, in a £2
million (US$1.3 million) Esprit project,
funded by the EC to devise a computer
operated automated manufacturing

system that is 'human-centred' --:- allowing
the skills, knowledge and initiative of
workers to be integrated rather than
bypassed in the production process.
In its efforts to reestablish London as a
centre of industrial innovation, the GLEE
provided the risk capital needed to launch
Whitechapel Computers whose 32-bit
workstation has excited widespread inter
national interest. The company itself has
won a 7 million pound (US$4.5 million)
contract under the Esprit programme to
develop a common European workstation
with Siemens of Federal Germany and the
Italian firm Olivetti.
GLEB has also won exclusive UK rights
to a sophisticated educational electronics
package developed with government
support in Federal Germany, which will
be available for use in GLEE-assisted
companies. The prestige associated with
such projects has further enhanced
GLEE's international standing.

and 'pencils'.
This should help a wide range of
industries, including those listed above,
to modernise their work methods, as
the most modern computer graphics
systems will no longer be the exclusive
preserve of larger companies. And
cheaper training· equipment will help
equip many more people for new Jobs
in the information technology indus
tries. The work should also help
generate a healthy revenue for LNTN
itself through the manufacture of
graphics systems.
LNTN also provides substantial
specialised production facilities for
printed circuit boards. They are avail
able for prototyping products produced
within the network (examples _include an
energy-saving device for lorries, and a
fast 'frame buffer' for computer
graphics animation).
They are also available as a resource
for enterprises within and outside the
network, which need to carry out
specialiSed batch production but lack
their own full range of equipment. In
particular, the facilities are available as
a resource for London's instrument

engineering industry, in support of the
GLEB's strategy for this sector.
An all-women cooperative, Live
Wires, is operating this production
equipment, to manufacture complex
modern microel.ectronic and micro
processor boards,. They are also
pioneering new ways of organising the
work, so that operatives also take part
in design, sales and repair and mainten
ance - and enrich these activities by
their practical experience of pro
duction.

N

one of these responses should be
interpreted as a suggestion that
GLEB has singlehandedly discovered a
panacea w the economic ills that have
devastated manufacturing industry in the
West, nor that it has devised a coherent
system of socialist economic planning.
The GLEB has operated during a
period of appalling economic and indus-

T

he network also sponsors a
cow:se which trains women in
microelectronics engineering.
At present, only 2 percent of highly
skilled technologists' and technicians'
jobs in engineering are held by women.
Over 80 percent of women in engineer
ing are in office or relatively low-skilled
production jobs - exactly the areas
worst hit by new technology. Top
engineering jobs in microelectronics are
almost entirely held by men, while
women are once again concentrated in
low-paid low-level assembly jobs.
Existing training bodies agree that

trial difficulty of and this has inevitably
had an effect on the capacity in Britain
some of its projects to survive the
recession. However, it has set an example
which is now being followed by other pro
gressive authorities in Britain and abroad.
No one pretends that local and regional
enterprise boards alone can solve the
problems which our societies face; this
must involve massive and radical changes
in national economic and industrial policy
as well as new forms of international econ
omic cooperation and planning. How
ever, the approach of the GLEB and
similar bodies is leading to encouraging
new developments in socialist thinking
regarding economic planning, industrial
democracy, socially useful production and
the whole relationship between tech
nology and society.
Although the GLC has been abolished,
the Enterprise Board continues, sup
ported by a number of London local
authorities - the great majority of them
under Labour control. Although they
have very few economic resources to back
GLEB, the hope and belief is that the
Enterprise Board and its projects will
survive until we have a government which
understands the importance of the work
which is being done and is willing to
support it in order to put Britain and its
people back to work.

I

having women as instructors and
supervisors will help and encourage
women to enter the top engineering
jobs - and help increase the supply of
scarce personnel in a key industry.
Trainees on the course receive a
living allowance, and childcare facilities
are available on the premises through
the LNTN creche. The LNTN Women's
Project Group manages the course, and
also has a wider brief to look at other
issues concerned with women's in
volvement with new technology, includ
ing the role of women within LNTN, and
what can be done to widen women's
access to new technology.
Trainees can also gain experience
through working with the dozen or so
start-up businesses housed in the
LNTN building, which currently employ
a total of about forty people. They
include small enterprises producing
printed circuit boards designs, as
sembled boards, music systems, 'inter
active literature', and typeset artwork.
ThesE;) groups all contribute particular
skills, knowhow and contacts to the
)Wider network, and benefit from the
'production facilities on site.

Shootdown
Toe verdict on KAL 007
. . Johnson
ondon: Chatto and Windus,
986; 335pp; £10.95 hdbk
SBN 0-7011-2983-2
In the early hours of 1 September
983 a Korean Airlines Boeing
4 7 was shot down by a Soviet
~ghter and plunged into the Sea
of Japan with the loss of all its
269 passengers and crew.
Reactions around the world were
f horror and indignation, and the
~econd cold war passed into a
et more frigid phase.
The Reagan administration
energetically propagated the
·ewthat KAL007 had somehow
drifted fatally off course as a result
of an unforeseen human or techical error-a view which was, at
the time, widely accepted. As
time has gone by, however,
doubts have grown as to whether
t is explanation could possibly
be true.
The author sets the story in its
international and political context,
and endeavours to make sense
of the often bizarre theories which
have grown up around the
tragedy.
Why Some People Are More
Employed Than Others
Toe strange paradox of growth and
unemployment
-oran Therborn
London: Verso, 1986; 181pp;
£18.95 hdbk, £6.95 ppbk
SBN 0-86091-817-3
Sometime in the 1970s the
olden age of 'full employment'
•. 1 the West came to an abrupt
end. Today there are more than
thirty million unemployed in the
eartlands of the advanced
i dustrial world and the numbers
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of jobless are projected to in
crease.
In this study the author under
takes a systematic comparison
of unemployment structures and
policies in the sixteen major
OECD states. He demonstrates
the inability of conventional
economic theory to account for
either the persistence of high
unemployment amid renewed
growth, or the wide diversity of
jobless levels between different
states.
Contrasting the chronic
unemployment of the UK and
Belgium with the relatively low
unemployment in Sweden and
Austria, he shows the con
sequences of different national
economic strategies. Invoking
the examples of Japan and the
United States, he weighs the
dangers of economic dualism
and the creeping 'brazilianisation'
of job markets.
His analysis concludes with a
summary of the different politics
of unemployment and their impli
cations for an alternative strategy
for the labour movement.

Turning the Tide
US intervention in Central America
and the struggle for peace
Noam Chomsky
London: Pluto, 1986; 298pp;
£5.95 ppbk
ISBN 0-7453-0184-3
Arguing that US policy in Central
America is crucial to its role as
world nuclear policeman, the
author calls for immediate dis
engagement from the area.
Taking an historical perspective,
he shows that the government,
aided and abetted by the media
and intellectuals, has escalated a
military presence that cannot be
in the interests of the American
people, North or South.

Socialism for Beginners
Anna Paczuska, with drawings by
Sophie Grille!

paralleled wealth and prosperity
to the break-up of centralised
political and religious controls.
This, they argue, resulted directl1
in rapid economic development
by allowing small enterprises to
make their own choices with
regard to innovation -whether in
the technical or organisational
field, or in the extension of trade.
The key themes in this reinterpre
tation of the complex reciprocal
relationship between science,
technology and the market place
are autonomy, experiment and
diversity.
The author's conclusions
question many assumptions
about the sources of western
economic strength, including
recent theories in which mass
production and the modern
corporation are given
instrumental roles.

London and New York: Writers
and Readers, in association with
Unwin Paperbacks, 1986;
176pp; £3.95/$6.95 ppbk
ISBN 0-04-320194-6
Another in the For Beginners
series of 'documentary comic
books', this book outlines the
age-old dream of freedom from
Spartacus to Solidarnosc. It
offers a guide to the socialist
hopes, ideas and theories of
Charles Fourier, Karl Marx, Flora
Tristan, Frantz Fanon and others;
and traces the great historical
and international struggles of
popular democracy by trade
unionists, feminists, peasant
rebels, utopians, anti-imperialists
and guerrillas.

How the West Grew Rich
The economic transformation of the
industrial world
Nathan Rosenberg and L.E. Birdzell
London: J.B. Tauris, 1986;
354pp; £16.50 hdbk
ISBN 1-85043-016-0
Why did industrialisation first take
place in the West? How did the
West - Europe and later the
United States - escape from the
timeless cycle of hunger and
hardship into sustained econ
omic growth and prosperity?
These are still questions that
arouse enormous controversy;
the western economic miracle
has been explained by everything
from slavery to science.
The authors reevaluate the
course of western history from
the Middle Ages to the present.
They attribute the West's un-

Arms in the 80s
New developments in the global arms
race
John Turner and SIPRI
London and Philadelphia: Taylor
& Francis (for SIPRI), 1985;
118pp; £4.95/$9.00 ppbk
ISBN 0-85066-298-2
This book is written for people
actively concerned about the
dangers of war. It points out what
these dangers are by providing
well researched and clearly
presented information on military
developments of every kind: in
nuclear and conventional
weapons; in 'star war', chemical
and biological weapons; in
military expenditure on military
research and development and
the arms trade.
Arms in the 80s is based on
World Armaments and Disarma
ment, the 1985 yearbook of the
Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI).
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The power
of the third system

C'

In 1973 New Internationalist magazine exposed the 'baby killer
scandal'. Regardless of the existence of adequate social and
economic amenities in the Third World - the availability of clean
water being one of them - the overzealous promotion by
manufacturers of artificial infant feeding products was linked to
illness, malnutrition and sometimes death. ANDREW CHETLEY
reviews the successes, failures and lessons of the baby food
campaign and describes how the raw energy of local and national
pressure groups grew into an international movement and
became a driving force for change.

A

fter more than a decade of
campaigning on the infant feeding
issue, a question which has to be
asked is: has anything really changed? The
answer is both yes and no.
Yes, there have been changes. Many
sectors of the world community are now
aware of the need for action to protect the
right of infants to adequate nutrition. As
a result of public exposure of the problems
and the public pressure this has led to,
there is less obvious promotion of bottle

Andrew Chetley
is a London based freelance journalist
and author of The Baby Killer Scandal,
Cleared for Export, Problem Drugs and
The Politics of Baby Foods.

feeding in many countries. An inter
national code exists which provides the
minimum standard for marketing behav
iour. A handful of governments have
adopted and begun to implement it. A
larger number are moving in that direc
tion, as well as launching public education
campaigns and better training pro
grammes for health workers.
One company, Swiss-based Nestle, has
been forced to negotiate an agreement
with pressure groups, committing itself to
abide by most of the provisions of the code
in most countries. Other companies have
changed some marketing practices, and
more appear likely. Two UN agencies, the
World Health Organisation and UNICEF
have somewhat increased their stature
and legitimacy through their efforts on
this question. The whole issue is slowly

becoming an integral part of popular
culture - a Nigerian based a novel on it, a
children's adventure comic book was
published in France, a play was performed
in Britain, and a calypso record on the
subject was brought out in the Caribbean.
Health workers in scores of countries
have changed practices in their own facili
ties. The International Baby Food Action
Network (IBFAN), its affiliate groups and
other nongovernmental organisations
(NGOs) have carried out a wide range of
activities to publicise the problem and
promote solutions. The establishment of
IBFAN was, itself, a positive step
forward, marking a new initiative in the
way NGOs organise internationally, and
serving as a model for similar networks.

Measuring 'success'
Nevertheless, an activist would not be
satisfied with the progress made. Given
what remains to be done, they might even
reject the appropriateness of using the
word 'success'.
The degree of progress can be measured
by six questions which are based on the
recommendations of a 1979 WHO/
UNICEF meeting on infant and young
child feeding:
- Do health systems provide adequate
encouragement and support for breast
feeding in their prenatal, delivery and
post-natal practices?
SOCIALIST AFFAIRS 3/86
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- Do adequate social and economic
supports for women exist, such as
maternity leave, creches and other com
munity and governmental support?
- Are weaning practices appropriate,
with emphasis on the use of local food
resources?

'The third system is
the driving force for
change. Loosely
structured, flexible to
the extreme, it is a
wild, exciting concoc
tion of ideas, strate
gies and plans that
range from sheer
madness to absolute
genius.'

- Do health workers, parents and the
general public receive clear, consistent
and correct information, education and
training about infant and young child
feeding?
- I:Ias the health and social status of
women improved so they can play a full
and active role in their community and
have access to adequate nutrition?
- Is the marketing and distribution of
baby milks and weaning foods appropri
ate, and have all companies and countries
implemented the international code?
The short answer to these questions is,
of course, no.
Yet the very success of the campaign
makes it paradoxically difficult to sustain
efforts to complete the process of change.
In the early 1970s, a ten-minute stroll
through a maternity ward, or a few
mfnutes listening to the radio was suf
ficient to collect ample evidence of heavy
handed promotion of bottle feeding,
coupled with inexperienced advice from
health workers. Today that promotion is
more subtle. The message on everY,one's
lips is: breast feeding is best, even if the
practical support to ensure it happens is
still lacking. At the same time, the expla
nations of the issue have become more
complex and the need for radical change
seemingly less urgent.
Part of the reason for this is the con50
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sistent line put out by the infant food
industry that 'the controversy is over'.
One of the first rules of marketing is to
repeat the essential message - usually the
brand name or a snappy catchphrase - so
that it sticks in the mind. So, from the time
the International Council of Infant Food
Industries (ICIFI) launched its own weak
and voluntary code in 1975, up to the
present, the industry has applied that
marketing strategy to its public statements
on the issue. At every point of change the launch of the ICIFI and its code, the
1979 WHO/UNICEF meeting, the pass
age of the international code in 1981, the
end of a seven-year boycott of market
leader Nestle in 1984 - the industry has
claimed: 'we've changed; the controversy
has ended'.
At first this chain was treated with
scepticism, but slowly, like water dripping
on stone, the scepticism has been eroded.
It may be comforting for those involved in
a campaign to believe that their efforts
have led to success and, in this case, to use
the assurances of the companies that they
have mended their ways as evidence for
their success. But it is a double-edged
sword. The relaxation of pressure means
that further changes are unlikely to occur.
After each of the major turning points
in the campaign, a hiatus set in. Activity
slumped, media interest waned, a belief
built up in people's collective conscious
ness that other topics could now be
pursued. The only way to prevent that
hiatus was to clearly articulate the �ext
step in the process - having first ensured
that the supporters of the campaign
understood that it was, indeed, a process,
not a single activity.
After the WHO/UNICEF meeting, the
next step was obvious - to develop a code.
Once the code was approved by the World
Health Assembly, the next step was also
fairly obvious, although much more diffi
cult to acllieve - to get the code imple
mented, including bringing about the
other changes that would reinforce its
effectiveness. However, With the end of
the Nestle boycott, the opportunity for a
single international focus disappeared,
and the options for further action have
become much more complex.
Other companies can be targetted.
Specific countries can be encouraged to
act as models. Improving the status of
women or strengthening work on appro
priate weaning foods are other possible
options, . as the questions mentioned
earlier indicate. None of these, however,
provides the sharp focus that existed in the
past. There is no single enemy, no simple
solution - not that there ever was, but by
targetting the infant food industry in
general and Nestle specifically, it was
possible to create the illusion of one, and
therefore concentrate effort and power.

From a sharp point to a broad
campaign
It is possible to draw lessons from the
campaign - both about the approach
needed to present information on a
particular issue and the organisational
strategies required to ensure action
occurs. With infant feeding, as with most
other issues, a very complex set of
interrelated factors was at play. Initially,
those factors were reduced - the industry
would say over-simplified - to a single
common denomi-nator and a single
target: the profits of some transnational
corporations (TNCs) were earned from
the ill health or death of infants and the
suffering of their parents. In its baldest
terms, the problem, cause and solution
reduced to: bottle feeding can kill; TNCs
promote bottle feeding; TNCs must stop
the promotion.
The industry was quick to retort that its
promotion of bottle feeding was not the
only cause, or even a significant cause;
that the reason bottle feeding kills is due
to incorrect preparation or utilisation, and
that stopping promotion is not the answer.
Some scientists, health workers and even
governments supported that view. The
objectors, of course, do have a point. The
control of inappropriate marketing prac-
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iliere \Vas no real unity of purpose. Each
2 \ity did have one thing in common: it
began from a recognition of an inter
:iational problem and the links between
the causes of the problem and the home
country in which the NGO was based. It
wa the dawning of an international
perspective amongst largely national
organisations. At this stage, the campaign
was like a relay race, with the baton of
action being passed from one group to
another.
The beginnings of coalition building
and some true internationalisation came
\\ith the start of the Nestle boycott in 1977
by INFACT, itself a coalition. When the
boycott spread to Canada and later to
other countries, the idea of working to
gether across national boundaries with the
s.arne objective, was introduced into the
:ampaign.
The international approach was rein
forced by the WHO/UNICEF meeting
and the establishment of IBFAN in 1979.
The meeting's recommendations and the
proposal for a code provided the necess
ary common focus, but the mechanics
were helped in that three of IBFAN's
founding organisations had a strong inter
national perspective. Both OXFAM and
War on Want were used to working in
partnership with groups in other countries
on a project support basis, although
neither had really tried to develop inter
national campaign strategies. IOCU was
an international NGO. It maintained
close links with scores of consumer groups
around the world and was increasingly
developing campaign topics to be taken up
jointly. Thus, the cycle was one of iso
lated, small-scale local activities, followed
by more public national action, then
larger scale international action - all
mutually reinforcing. Local and national
activities did not stop, but became
stronger and helped reinforce inter
national action.
With the passage of the code, the em
phasis swung back to national action, but
this time, with a difference. Emphasising
national action did not mean eliminating
international action, but implied a redefi
nition of priorities and a shift in the flow
of information and resources. When the
boycott ended in 1984, another shift was
beginning - a movement towards more
local action and a strengthening of grass
roots organisations. It is conceivable that
the pattern established in the infant feed
ing campaign is a recurring one and that
the ebb and flow amongst the three levels
of action will continue.

A model for action
The organisational pattern of IBFAN has
served as a model for other groups to
follow. A desire to achieve rational
52
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Milking profits: Indian bottle-feed manufacturer's advertisement
medicines use which emerged at local and
national levels in several countries is now
being transformed into an international
campaign, coordinated by Health Action
International (HAI), organised along
similar lines to IBFAN. A corresponding
concern over the health and environmen
tal hazards of some pesticides led to the
formation of the Pesticides Action Ket
work (PAN). Both these networks en
courage strong local, national and
regional action and identify po sible
focuses for international pressure. Like
IBFAN, they have looked to the UN
system as a forum to provide additional
legitimacy for their campaigns and
possibly international guidelines or
standards. HAI concentrates on WHO
and the UN Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD), while PAN
focuses on the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) and the UN En'Vironmental Programme (UNEP). Both
networks have also benefited from resol
utions at the UN General Assembly which
led to the establishment of a consolidated
list of products which have been banned,
restricted or not approved.
In an interesting development during
1984, representatives from several of the

networks met together to look at ways of
joining forces. The International Coal
ition for Development Action (ICDA),
the European Office of Consumers
nions (BEUC), PAN, HAI and IBFAN
set up a working group particularly to
lobby the European Community (EC) on
the question of hazardous exports. During
1985, IOCU, the European Environmen
tal Bureau (EEB) and the newly-formed
Seeds Action Network (SAN) became
part of this Coalition Against Dangerous
Exports.

What has the industry learned?
While NGOs have learned from the ex
periences of the infant feeding campaign,
so too have the TNCs, and not only the
infant food companies. The infant feeding
issue has become an essential case study
in management and marketing schools in
Europe and the US.
Within the business community, a new
concept -issues management- is develop
ing. Bob Leaf of the public relations firm
Burson-Marsteller advises that 'com
panies can't wait for a thing to become an
issue and then react. Because then they
are on the defensive. The key to the 1980s

Report of the 13th conference
of Socialist International Women,
Lima, Peru,
16-17 June 1986
There are many reasons for describing the
13th Conference of SIW in Lima as a
success.
Certainly, the choice of the theme,
'Equality- a Socialist Decade for Women'
raised a few eyebrows and gave food for
thought and question from the media. It
also sounded challenging for many male
comrades in the member parties of the

Socialist International. This, of course,
was intentional. SIW planned to declare a
Socialist Decade for Women, being well
aware that as long as the Socialist
International did not publicly subscribe to
its aims the effort would be in vain.
An SIW resolution concerning a quota
system for women's representation in
parties and support for the decade (see

.· ·LAM,

g.,rr>c

below) was presented to the SI for
consideration and was fully integrated
into the general SI Congress Resolution.
We believe that this will be of help to SIW
member organisations. Women in SI
member parties will take up these issues
with their parties, referring to the
unanimous decision of the SI Congress.
We hope that an impetus has been given
by this procedure. SIW will be closely
following developments in member
parties and progress will be noted and
publicised. At the end of this Socialist
Decade for Women, SIW will examine the
achievements and will ask the Socialist
International if it has complied with the
undertaking it gave in June 1986.
Another very successful aspect of this
Conference was the interest aroused, not
only in Latin America generally, but also
among the general public in Peru and, of
course, among the women members of
APRA. The large Conference hall was
almost filled with some 200 Peruvian
officials and APRA activists, who listened
with enthusiasm and stamina to the
speakers and parties in the debate. This
interested audience gave an atmosphere
of excitement and great importance to our
Conference.
SIW also did well as far as publicity was
concerned. From the General Secretary's
. arrival in Lima a week before the event,
newspapers, radio and television were
constantly requesting information and
interviews. We have collected a thick
folder of local press cuttings and also had
a wide coverage in the audio/visual media.
Thanks also to the devoted efforts of our
local press officer, the women's issue was
for some days in the centre of the news.

In the so-called 'young towns'
"Community improvement projects such as
the planting and care of trees, or the
construction and maintenance of basic
infrastructure in the pueblos jovenes. The
donor agencies have also been responsive
to women's groups which have organised
to prepare and distribute meals in
communal kitchens which serve anywhere
from a dozen to fifty families each.
The origins of the comedores vary.
Some were established through the
initiative of the numerous mothers clubs
which date from the early years of the
Alliance for Progress as well as the
organisational efforts of the reformist
military government headed by General
• Juan Velasco Alvarado (1968-1975).
Others are run by women's groups
organised more recently by Basic
Christian Communities and parish
officials. Still others are the result of
efforts undertaken autonomously by
groups of women brought together by
their common desperation to provide at
least one nutritious meal a day for their
families. As noted, the milk distribution
programme undertaken by the municipal
government of Lima provided another
incentive to organisation. Political
parties, especially the governing Peruvian
Aprista Party, have also entered the
arena.
No doubt, the food donations and the
comedores as well as the milk programme
have alleviated the extreme poverty of
many families. The presence of the
comedor has also facilitated work outside
the home for some women.
But to what extent has women's partici
pation in these activities promoted self
confidence in their own capacities, pride
in the importance of the work they
perform in and outside the house, a
greater sense of independence in a
notoriously male dominated society, or an
a\vareness of their oppression as a gender?
To what extent has their demonstrated
capacity to organise themselves to
onfront the daily problems of survival
encouraged and facilitated greater access
to the spheres of political power at the
local and municipal levels?

A myriad of women's groups have
participated in marches, demonstrations
and campaigns for the improvement of
public services and the provision of basic
infrastructure for the pueblos jovenes. But
have women obtained positions of re
sponsibility in district governments and
other traditionally male dominated local
organisations?
Since the rise of women's groups
struggling to resolve basic survival
problems has coincided with ths
flourescence of feminist action groups and
research centres, these issues have been
systematically studied.
Summarising the results of their
research, the members of those
milk
and
distribution
comedores
committes as well as other neighbourhood
organisations which encourage demo
cratic participation and rotation in
leadership positions report improved self
esteem and self confidence. The manage
ment of comedor budgets and the
planning of meals for large numbers of
people promote the development of
accounting, administrative and verbal
skills. The discussion and sharing of
experiences with other women facing
similar problems relieves anxieties,
alleviates social isolation and encourages
solidarity.
Women working in cummunity health
clinics, parish social service units and
feminist centres have also provided
courses on nutrition, child care, hygiene,
sexuality and even training for the
organisation of income-generating pro
ductive activities. These learning experi
ences have been vital for women who, in
many cases, have not had the opportunity
to even complete their primary education.
Some participants have even notecl
greater respect and understanding on the
part of their husbands who, quite often,
were initially resistant to their wives'
involvement in activities outside the
house. But there is little to suggest that the
sexual division of labour in the family has
been challenged or altered.
Comedores in some districts have
organised Federations to coordinate and

improve their services. In Villa El
Salvador, where Soledad lives, the
women's groups have also joined together
to form a Federation. Feminist groups,
addressing the specific problems of gender
oppression, have gained access to the
mass media with a frequency unimagin
able only five years ago. Radio
programmes. documentation centres, in
expensive publications series, cele
brations honouring women's act1v1t1es
have proliferated during the last few
years.
Women ha ·e certainly acquired a new
visability and they have demonstrated
their capacity to organise on a large scale.
Ke,·ertheless, the women's organis-
ations tend to remain isolated in their own
actiYities. Their primary concern with day
to day surYirnl programmes leaves little
time and energy for the discussion of
broader political issues, much less the
formulation of alternative public policies.
Relations and communication with local
governing bodies dominated by men are
consequently sporadic. The latter may
seek the assistance of the women's groups
for implementing or supporting certain
programmes, but few women have ob
tained directive positions in the insti
tutions of local power. Worse yet, many
among those who have done so tend to be
silenced when confronted with male
authority.
The rapid multiplication of women's
groups, especially in Lima but also jn
other coastal cities, responds to the
country's worst economic crisis of the
century. Most of the activities organised
by them represent collective efforts to
resolve the day to day problems pre
viously managed by women individually
inside their own homes. This also raises
the question of their long-term viability
should general economic conditions
improve.
Even the productive activities organ
ised by women - confectionary enter
prises, artisan workshops, restaurants -
tend to be extensions of traditional
household activities. In other words, most
organised women are still engaged in
'women's work' and they are perceived as
members of auxiliarity institutions by
most of the men who run the local govern
ments and political parties. In many cases,
moreover, the combination of work in and
outside the home, in addition to work in
community projects, further lengthens the
women's work day.
The achievement of the women's organ
isations should not be belittled. Much has
been accomplished and many seeds for
future change have been planted. How
ever, their current limitations need to be
clearly recognised with reference to the
advancement of women into spheres of
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public power. Although some women
have acquired important positions and
even influence at all levels of government,
the danger exists that a focus on survival
activities and the legitimate pride engen
dered among women by the succesful res
olution of their most pressing daily
problems, may diyert them from question
ing the fundamental responsibility of the
national government in resolving the
economic crisis. The demand for pro
found structural transformations in a
society whose distorted productive
apparatus channels 52 percent of national
income to 10 percent of the population
cannot be avoided.
The living conditions and social oppor
tunities of the great majority of the rural
population are even more crippling than
those found in most pueblos jovenes and
other poor districts in the coastal cities.
Soledad and her husband know this very
well and would not even consider the
possibility of returning to their native
Apurimac in the Andean highlands.
As in the urban areas, so in the
countryside, the women's work day has
been lengthening over the past decades.
Agriculture in general, and the highland
food crop economy in particular, have
been neglected by successive govern
ments, despite the agrarian reform carried
out in the late sixties and early seventies.
While food imports continue to increase
and are sold to the urban population at
subsidised prices, highland agriculture
stagnates.
Public investment, what there is of it in
the current crisis, is concentrated on the
coast and, especially, in the cities where
the population is politically organised.
Urban pressure groups exercise effective
leverage on governments. The highland
peasantry remains poorly organised and
the rural areas have been left without
basic infrastructure and services. It is
precisely in the poverty stricken highland
areas where Sendero Luminoso origin
ated. This is the messianic revolutionary
movement which 'interrupted' the normal
functioning of the Congress of the Social
ist International in Lima.
Incapable of scraping together a living
from their small plots, the male adults of
highland peasant families migrate season
ally in search of wage labour. Rural
women, who have always been involved in
production in addition to performing the
housework and raising children, are now
also taking on the productive and
commercial activities previously carried
out by men. Although much less is known
about their specific problems, the
women's promotional groups and non
governmental organisations which sup
port self-help projects in the countryside
report successes and difficulties similar to
those experienced in the urban settings.

There are differences however. The levels
of violence in some rural regions have
reached intolerable proportions. In other
regions, however, and in part because of
the absence of men during lengthy periods
of migration, women have not only organ
ised themselves but are also playing a
greater role in local governing
institutions.
The challenges of transformation faced
by the government of Alan Garcia Perez,
inaugurated in July 1985, appear over
whelming. Some progress can certainly be
noted, but a general evaluation would be
premature. But it must be stated that the
problems confronting Peru's women,
most of whom are poor, will not be
resolved without a fundamental trans
formation of the country's social class
structures and productive organisation.
Of equal urgency is a process of demo
cratisation to permit the incorporation of
those who have no voice in the current
. structure of policy making as genuinely
participatory citizens at all levels of public
power.The responsibility lies in the hands
of the government and the country's
organised political forces, including its
police and military institutions.
Women face the challenge of becoming
active promoters and participants in this
national process of transformation. How
will they enter the public sphere to address
the multiple forms of class exploitation
while increasing consciousness concerning
the equally multifarious manifestations of
gender oppression?- The disadvantages
they face, the inheritance of their
historical marginalisation, are enormous.
At least 22 percent of Peruvian women
have received no formal education in
contrast to 12 percent of men; the
differences in access to educational
opportunities are st'.Iiking at all levels of
the system. Almost a third of Peruvian
women say they have more children than
they want, and another 44 percent say
they do not want any more. However,
birth control information is not readily
available outside middle class circles, and
men are frequently opposed ooits dissemi
nation.. Maternity care is scandalously
deficient for the majority: it is estimated
that a third of all deaths among women
between the ages of 20 and 24 are caused
by complications associated with
pregnancy.
Most women who work are found in the
lowest paid and least prestigious occu
pations. In unionised enterprises where
the majority of workers and employees
are women, men continue to dominate
union. leadership positions. Women's
representation in congress and political
party leadership circles is more symbolic
than real and, despite some variations,
this remains the case right across the
political spectrum.

In Villa El Salvador, Soledad and
Ramiro do worry about the general state
of the nation. Both ask 'what will happen
to our children?'.
In recent weeks, the women and men of
Villa El Salvador, poor but organised into
the Urban Self Management Committee
(CUAVES) and the many other insti
tutions created during the last few years,
have taken on a leading role in promoting
marches and demonstrations for the
'Affirmation of Life'. This remarkable
community's struggle to create a partici
patory, egalitarian and peaceful society
has resulted in its nomination for the
Nobel Peace Prize.
Liisa North, a member of the Canadian
New Democratic Party, is a political
scientist studying in Peru.

Women
, in the
news
Germany. The SPD congress in August
introduced a quota of 40 percent women's
representation on all party committees
and electoral lists. Twenty-seven percent
of congress delegates were women. The
newly elected party executive has ten out
of forty women members. At the general
election in January 1987, the number of
women MPs should more than double.
Japan. SIW notes with great pleasure the

election ofTokako Doi as President of the
Socialist Party of Japan (see Socialist
Notebook).

Switzerland. Heidi Deneys has been
appointed vice-president of the Social
Democratic Party of Switzerland. She
succeeds Yvette Jaggi and the nomination
of a woman for the second time shows that
women have gained ground in the party.
In June of this year, the Swiss party
decided that every party committee and
polling list should include one third
women.
Finland. New president of the shop
workers' union - 80 percent of whose
100,000 members are women - is May
Len Remahl, elected in June. She is one
of three women recently elected.Tuulikki
Kannisto became President of theTextile
Workers' Union (45,000 members) and
Hilkka Hiikkilii president of the Rubber
and Leather Workers' Union (16,000
members). All these unions belong to the
largest trade union centre - Central
Organisation of Finish Trade Unions. In
the smaller Confederation of Salaried
Employees there are already several
women presidents and a woman is co
president of the Confederation.
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Women: Victims
and fighters
Shahid Nadeem
The last week of October every year is 'Amnesty International
Week' when the organisation, founded twenty-five years ago,
tries to focus public attention on the fate df prisoners of
conscience. SIW asked a former prisoner of conscience, now
Campaigns Coordinator of Amnesty International, to write about
the plight of women prisoners.
"She was raped several times. She
also saw many other women raped;
it was done publicly, in the presence
of other prisoners. If the women
resisted rape, they were stabbed with
knives or shot . . . " (from the
testimony of a woman prisoner in
Uganda in 1983 under the
government of Milton Obote).

M

any women around the world are
victims of human· rights
.
violations.Every day women are
being illegally arrested, tortured or killed
by government agents. Some are prison
ers of conscience: imprisoned for ex
pressing their opinions or because of their
involvement, real or suspected, in non
violent political, religious or trade union
activities. Others have been banned:
officially removed from society and
forbidden to write, publish, teach, travel
or attend social, business, professional or
political meetings. Many have disap
peared, without trace - suddenly taken
from their home, pulled from a bus or
forcibly abducted with their children.
Others have been imprisoned without trial
or sentenced by courts after unfair trials.
The victims include women of all ages,
from all walks of life: trade unionists,
agricultural
journalists,
workers,
physicians, lawyers and social, religious or
community workers. Some are in the fore
front of social and political change and
many are community leaders. Others are
victims of human rights violations because
they happen to be the wives, mothers,
daughters or friends of people considered
dangerous by the authorities.
An Ethiopian doctor and former head
of the wpmen's wing of a government
department, Negist Adane was detained
in August 1977. In July 1979 she
"disappeared". She was an official of the

All Ethiopia Socialist Movement,
Me'isone, which was one of the five
political groupings forming the officially
permitted Union of Marxist-Leninist
Organisations. It
supported
the
Provisional Military Government set up
after the 1974 revolution but came into
conflict with the government when it
criticised 'government policies. The
Ethiopian, Government has never
explained what happend to Negist and
four other Me'isone officials held in Addis
Ababa who suddenly "disappeared".
Seven women relatives of the late ,
Emperor Haile Selassie have also been in
prison in Ethiopia for many years, since
the 1974 revolution.The new government
first said they were being held in
'protective custody ...to save them from
the wrath of the people'. Held in a damp
room in a former clinic in the Addis
Ababa Central Prison, some of them have
been denied family visits for as long as
nine years. They include: Tenagnework
Haile-Selassie, aged 73, daughter of the
late Emperor, and her four daughters:
Aida Desta, former President of the
Ethiopian Women's Welfare Association;
Seble Desta, formerly Vice-President of
the Ethiopian Women's Welfare Asso
ciation; Hirut Desta, who underwent
surgery for skin cancer in 1983 and Sophie
Desta, who has had a number of illnesses
during her imprisonment.
The President of the Democratic
Women's Association of Nepal, political
activist Kalyani Shah was arrested with
her husband in June 1985. They were
among hundreds arrested after bomb
blasts in Kathmundu and elsewhere.Most
of those arrested were released in
subsequent months but about 100,
including Kalyani and her husband, were
' kept in detention without any publicly
announced charges. Kalyani's husband

was released in November 1985 and she
herself was finally freed in June 1986, after
a year's imprisonment without trial.
A former member of the banned Polish
trade union Solidarity, Danuta Skorenco
was arrested on 9 October 1985, together
with other Solidarity members.They were
accused of 'illegal possession' of a radio
transmitter, which was used to broadcast
Solidarity slogans on state television.
Held in Katowice, in the southeast of
Poland, she went on hungerstrike from 23
December 1985 for nearly three months to
protest against the prison conditions. She.
was believed to have been released as a
result of an amnesty announced in July
1986,
The Soviet physicist and poet, Irina
Ratushinskaya,
was
arrested
in
September 1982 apparently because of her
connections with the unofficial trade
union group SMOT (Free Inter•
Professional Association of Workers).
She was convicted in March 1983 of 'anti
Soviet agitation and propaganda' and
received the maximum sentences of seven
years' imprisonment and five years'
internal exile. The charge was based on
her poems, human rights documents and
articles written for the SMOT bulletin.
She was sent to the corrective labour
colony in Mordovia for women considered
to be 'especially dangerous state crimi
nals', where for many years inmates have
been systematically protesting against
their conditions by going on strikes and
hunger-strikes. She helped lead these
protests and has been ill-treated and
punished as a result.She has spent several
periods in punitive isolation in special cells
and in August 1985 was reportedly beaten
unconscious by prison officials in Savansk.
In one of her poems Irina
Ratushinskaya says:
0 Lord, what shall I say that hasn't been
said before?
Here I am under Your wind in my canvas
clothes,
Between Your breathing and pitch-black
death - ddad 0 my Lord!
What shall I say at Your interrogations, if
I am ordered
Not to be silent, but to turn and face my
countrywith its deadly amusements, its rags of
parting, deaf and dumb 0 my Lord!
How will You dare to judge,
According to what tribunal?
What will you answer, when I force my way
through and arrive when I stand up and lean my shoulder
against the glass partition and look in
And ask You for nothing.

An Egyptian Christian who converted
from Islam in 1978, Eman Mustafa
Tawfiq, was arrested by police in Cairo,
on 8 January 1986. Together with her two
sisters, Nagwa Mustafa and Ibtisam
Mustafa and another woman, Hala Anwar
Talib, they were held until July without
charge. They were reportedly accused of
'despising Islam'. The four women are
members of the Coptic Evangelical
Church, the largest church in the small
Egyptian Protestant community of about
200,000. It is believed that they may have
been detained because of their choice of
practice Christianity.
Many members of women's organis
ations have been detained under the state
of emergency regulations imposed
throughout South Africa on 12 June 1986.
They include Ivy Gcina, Chairwoman of
the Port Elizabeth Women's Organis
ation, Sister Bernard Ncube, President of
the Federation of Transvaal Women, and
several leading members of the Black
Sash, a white women's organisation which
has campaigned peacefully against
apartheid for a number of years. '(hose
Black Sash members still reported
detained in mid-September 1986 included
Louise Vale, Priscilla Hall and Ann
Burroughs
of
the
organisation's
Grahamstown branch. Another, Annica
Van Glyswyk, was deported to Sweden as
a condition of her release though she had
been resident in South Africa for more
than thirty years.

Torture and sexual abuse
In the course of its work Amnesty
International receives many reports and
testimonies from women political
ptrisoners about torture and inhuman
prison conditions. Some of these reports
and testimonies describe physical,
psychological and sexual humiliation.
Some women are physically tortured by
methods ranging from electric shocks to
mutilation. Many women are beaten
regularly. Many are deliberately denied
sanitary facilities. Others are not allowed
essential medical treatments. Women
prisoners have to put up with sexual abuse
and insults. Some are forced to watch the
ill-treatment of their children.
Jeanette Joffre Waghorn, a secondary
school graduate remanded in custody in
October 1983 in Chile, said in her
testimony:

"naked, I was struck and fondled and
obscene remarks were made to me; this
immediately produces a feeling of total
defencelessness and violated dignity
which succeeds in destroying for a while
one's sense of worth, especially in a
woman ..."

Paraguayan Saturina Almada was
arrested in 1968 and imprisoned for 10

Members of the Committee of Mothers, El Salvador
years without trial. She was then tried and
sentenced for another four and a half
years for her 'subversive activities'. She
described' the treatment of women
prisoners as follows: "Our cell was
searched every two days. They humiliated
us by raking around in our things ano even
by waving our underwear around like
flags. They made us take out of the walls
the nails on which we hung the small bags
holding our belongings or work as there
was no furniture at all in the cell."
According to Serna Ogur who spent 14
and a half months in Turkey's Mamak
Military Prison between 1981 and 1982:

"Morning and evening inspections were
the scene of daily beatings. They hit you
for the slightest infringement of rules:
looking sideways, not shouting your
name at the top of your voice, not
standing straight, not stamping your
feet like a soldier . . . These beatings
took place in the presence of the military
doctor, who was on the inspection team.
Our bodies were constantly black and
blue."

An Iranian woman student, aged 26,
was arrested in September 1981 and taken
to Evin Prison in Tehran. She gave the
following account of conditions there.

" . . . there must have been around 180 of
us in the cell. There were hardly any
sanitary facilities to speak of and we had
no change of underclothes and only one
bar of soap for each group of six people
to use for washing ourselves and our

clothes. We found that, after a while in
detention, we stopped menstruating."

In Namibia, a 40-year-old mother of
eight, Milka Nauyoma was arrested in
September 1981 and held in a corrugated
iron cell measuring three metres by two
metres for two months. She was
interrogated and tortured. Later she
described her experience:

"I never received any medical
treatment. I was never allowed to go for
exercise.
My isolation became
extremely depressing . . . My heart
would palpitate violently for no reason.
Sometimes I would awake from sleep in
a mood of terror. I started to fear that I
would be mistreated again or attacked
or killed."

In recent years Amnesty International
has received reports of the arbitrary
arrests and detention, torture and
execution of women in Iraq. Among those
arrested were said to be actual or
suspected members of prohibited political
organisations. Others include women
arrested as hostages while authorities
searched for their male relatives. In some
cases the wives and sisters of political
prisoners were also arrested and tortured
in their presence in order to force the
detainees to divulge information or sign
'confessions' renouncing their political
affiliations.
Archana Guha's case came to the
attention of an Amnesty International
delegation visiting India after the State of
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Emergency in 1975-77, during which
thousands
of political prisoners were held.
_,
.
She was crippled as a result of torturer m
a a Calcutta police station. She can now
walk again, as a result of treatment in a
hospital in Denmark specialising in the
treatment of torture victims, arranged by
Amnesty International.
In Iran, Tahareh Naqib was flogged and
then stoned to death in Qom in April
1986. She had been convicted of adultery
and murder. Several sentences of death by
stoning have been confirmed by the
Iranian Supreme Judicial Council and are
likely to be carried out soon.
Carmen Quintana Arancibia, an 18year-old Chilean student was among a
group of young people walking in the
street oan 2 July 1986 during a two-day
national stoppage called by the
opposition. According to witnesses the
group dispersed when a military patrol
appeared, but Carmen and her
companion Rodrigo Rojas de Negri, 19,
were seized. Rodrigo was beaten and
kicked by the soldiers and both he and
Carmen were dragged towards a side
street. There they were doused with petrol
by the soldiers and set on fire. Then they
were wrapped in blankets and put in the
van, their bodies still smouldering.
Rodrigo whose mother is a political exile
living in the USA, died in hospital.
Carmen is still seriously ill in a burns unit
at a Santiago hospital.
A 22-year-old woman in El Salvador,
who was detained around April 1985 by
soldiers and now a refugee, said:
"I was taken out of my house at 7 pm
by the army to a nearby hill and was
raped by 20 soldiers. I was menstruating
and was bleeding heavily and in pain.
They took no notice of my cries. They
stopped around midnight. They .hit me
to keep me quiet. They accused me of
being a terrorist . . . the army made us
pose with old guns for the press."
Another girl aged 15, detained in 1985
by soldiers, later said she was raped by
10 soldiers. She also said: "I saw five
men brutally beaten up by the army . .
. A soldier kept on saying that he had
this urge to cut a few heads with his
machete."

Strip-searching
Misuse of prison regulations or their
insensitive application can also result in
cruel and degrading treatment of women
' prisoners. Strip-searching of prisoners is
one such case. Amnesty International
believes that strip-searching entails cruel,
1 inhuman and degrading treatment when it
is carried out with the deliberate intention
of humiliating or degrading prisoners and
the practice of strip-searching, given it's

nature, is open to abuse and should only
be used when strictly necessary. The
organisation has asked the British
Government about reports that women
prisoners in Armagh Prison in Northern
Ireland were being strip-searched in order
to degrade and humiliate them. Amnesty
International asked the government to
respond to the claims that there were
often five to seven warders present during
strip-searching and that one woman, who
had given birth to a baby a few weeks
before, had to remove her sanitary towels
and breast padding during the strip
search.
Amnesty International also wrote to the
government about ,allegations that two
women held in Brixton Prison, London
were being strip-searched in order to
degrade arid humiliate them. According
to the allegations received by Amnesty
International these women were strip
searched virtually every day and some
times up to three times a day. In a letter
written in prison in March 1986 Martina
Anderson wrote:
"Friday 8th: Ella had three strip
searches (two in six minutes) and one
cell search. I also had three strip
searches (two in 25 minutes) and a cell
search. At times they have taken one
hour and 15 minutes to carry out the
search."

Victimisation of activists
Women actively involved in the struggle,
for human rights in general or for women's
rights, can themselves be deprived of their
human rights. In very many countries it
takes tremendous courage to become
involved. These determined women know
they might meet the fate of Marienella
Garcia Villas, president of the unofficial
Human Rights Commision of El Salvador,
who was assassinated in 1983 while
investigating human rights violations.
Another member of a Salvadorian
human rights group Maria Teresa Tula de
Canales, was abducted by unidentified
men believed to be members of the
security forces on 6 May 1986. She was
abandoned two days later in a San
Salvador park. She was questioned about
the work of her group, Co-Madres, the
Committee of Mothers and Relatives of
Political Prisoners, the 'Disappeared',
,and Assasinated of El Salvador. She
alleges that she . was raped and tortured
during her abduction.
"They told me they (Co-Madres) were
a bunch of rebellious and scandalous
old ladies ... After this they took off my
clothes, made vulgar remarks and
jokes, and touched my body. Then
three men raped me. I was left alone ...
then they returned and began asking
questions."

On 28 May Maria was seized by armed
men once again. Her detention was later
acknowledged by the police.
A feminist writer in Taiwan, Lu Hsiu
Lien is serving a 12-year sentence imposed
in 1979 because she founded a company
specialising in feminist literature.
Guatemalan feminist and poet Alaida
Foppa was abducted by armed men
believed to be members of security
services in December 1980 when she was
visiting her country to see her sick mother.
A leading Gautemalan intellectual,
Alaida Foppa was living in exile in Mexico
where she lectured, wrote art criticism and
poetry. She was one of the founder
members of the Mexican feminist
magazine Fem and presenter of the radio
program Faro de la Mujer, Women's
Forum. Her detention was never
acknowledged and she remains missing.
In Syria, Hind Qahwaji, a 30-year-old
agricultural engineer, was first arrested
for her membership of the Party for
Communist Action in October 1982. She
was released on 3 March 1983 and
rearrested on 21 March 1984. She was
tortured soon after her arrest and
reportedly had to undergo an operation
on her uterus as a result. She is currently
being held in Qatana Women's Prison,
where hygienic conditions and medical
facilities are reported to be very poor.
Imprisonment, torture, sexual humili
ation and persecution have not silenced
such women; they are playing an ever
greater role in the human rights struggle.
The stereotyped picture of a woman
suffering in silence has been shattered by
the courage and determination of these
campaigners against injustice.
In Argentina the Mothers of Plaza de
Mayo demonstrated for years to press the
government to provide information about
the whereabouts of their relatives who
'disappeared' during the 1970s. The deter
mination and perseverance of the Mothers
in the face of persecution, imprisonment
and death threats has inspired those who
care for human rights all over the world.
Similar organisations are playing a crucial
role in the struggle for human rights in
many countries around the world where
human rights are being systematically
violated.
Amnesty International works for
women victims of human rights violations
and women from all over the world are
working for Amnesty International, as its
members and supporters. Amnesty values
its relationship with women's organis
ations too. It believes that much can be
gained by cooperating to attain common
goals. The idea of a world where human
rights are respected everywhere can only
be fully realised when persecution and
discrimination against all groups,
communities and sexes is eradicated.
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Special UN session on
economic crisis
On 27 May-1 June, the UN
General Assembly in New York
held a special session on the
economic crisis facing Africa,
which thus became the first region
to have its economic problems
specifically considered by the
Assembly.
The session was convened in
response to an appeal by the 1985
summit of the Organisation of
African Unity (OAU) and had
been strongly advocated by the
1985-86 OAU chairman, President
Abdou Diouf of Senegal (who is
also general secrtetary of the
ruling Socialist Party).
To assist its deliberations, the
special session received a draft
five-year development pro
gramme for Africa entitled
'Africa's Priority Programme for
Economic Recovery 1986-90',
prepared by the OAU and the UN
Economic Commission for Africa.
The draft stressed the priority of
rehabilitating the continent's
agricultural sector and also called
for internationally agreed steps to
moderate the debt burden of
African governments.
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Coming ro_und: African farmer and tractor
In his opening address to the
session, President Diouf said that
the priority of agricultural devel
opment was 'the core of all our
work and the cornerstone of the
entire conceptual edifice' being
proposed in the draft programme.
The programme's cost over the
five-year period was estimated at
US$128 billion of which the
African countries would provide
$82.5 billion from their own
resources, with the international
community being asked to supply
the other $45.5 billion. In
addition, the programme called
for between $35 and $55 billion to
be made available in new debt
relief over the period.
President Diouf stressed that
the programme would commit the
African countries to 'take
measures to strengthen incentive
schemes, review public investment
policies and improve economic
management, including greater
discipline and efficiency of
resources'. He also recalled that
the African countries were seeking
changes in their trading relations
with the developed world, in
particular regarding the stability
of commodity prices and re
ductions in barriers to trade.
At the session no potential
donor countries announced
pledges to the programme, princi
pally because it had not been
intended that this should happen
immediately but also partly
because many developed countries
were concerned that it was too
ambitious and too costly.
Moreover, on the African
appeal for a multilateral confer-

ence on rescheduling the debts of
African states, the general
response of the representatives of
the creditor countries was that
each coufltry's problems should be
examined separately (as in the case
of Latin American debtor
countries). On the other hand,
some partial debt-relief measures
benefiting Africa were announced
to the session by the delegates of
Canada, Denmark and the
Netherlands.

Action programme

The special session concluded with
the adoption by consensus of a
document entitled the 'UN
Programme of Action for African
Economic Recovery and Develop
'ment 1986-90' and the passage of a
resolution calling on all govern
ments to take effective action to
implement its proposals. Based
largely on the OAU draft, the
document noted that the African
economic crisis had jeopardised
the progress of development in the
continent and was posing a threat
to millions of lives.
The UN document maintained
that some of Africa's structural
economic problems were attribu
table to exploitation and errors
during the colonial era but con
ceded that others had resulted
from the pursuit of misguided
policies by post-independence
governments.
On the debt problem, it stated
that the international community
was aware of the need to take
measures to alleviate the 'severe
and restrictive burden' resulting
therefrom and urged that 'existing
mechanisms should respond

flexibly and be improved as
appropriate'.

Diouf concludes OAU
term

President Diouf of Senegal
completed his one-year term as
OAU chairman at the organis
ation's twenty-second assembly of
heads of state and government
held in Addis Ababa on 28-30 July,
when he handed over to President
Denis Sassou-Nguesso of the
Congo.
During his chairmanship the
Senegalese leader secured
improvements to the internal
administration and finances of the
OAU, the return of Zaire to active
participation, the initiation of
negotiations in several inter
African disputes. Diouf was
widely respected for projecting a
more credible and realistic African
image on the international stage.
The UN special session on Africa's
economic plight (see above) was
seen as having placed the debt
problem squarely on the inter
national agenda, and the world
community had been influenced
by the president's tireless efforts
in the cause of South African
liberation, in particular his
repeated call for economic sanc
tions against the apartheid regime.
Moreover, at his prompting
member states ratified the 1981
African Charter of Human Rights,
under which governments or
individuals can request an OAU
committee to visit a particular
country to investigate alleged
abuses.
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Labor confronts
economic crisis
The Labor government has had to
implement a series of wide-ranging
economic austerity measures in an
effort to overcome a dramatic
worsening of the country's econ
omic situation in recent months.
On 19 August, Paul Keating,
the treasurer, unveiled what he
described as 'one of the toughest
budgets ever', with deep spending
cuts and sharp increases in taxes
for 1986-87. Although benefits for
the lowest-income groups will be

Australia's balance
of payments
Trade ...

Exports-imports,
in A$ billion

preserved, the proposed measures mitment to endeavour to keep
wage demands under control;
will significantly reduce social
spending and health care as part of specifically, they agreed in
principle to a renegotiation of the
overall net cuts of around A$2
accord on prices and incomes,
billion.
which had been one of the bench
The strong economic growth
that characterised Labor's first
marks of the Labor government's
ecnomic strategy (see 3/85, page
three years in office has slowed
because of a sharp fall in the com
74).
modity prices for Australia's
A more interventionist indus
trial policy, including import
primary commodities such as
quotas, was also approved by the
minerals and agricultural
products, which form the mainstay conference, having won the back
of its exports. As a result, the gap ing of both the right and left wings
between the cost of imports and
of the party and the trade
unions.
the value of exports has grown
steadily.
But calls from the party's left
The adverse international
wing for a more regulatory and
economic environment and its
expansionist approach - which
effects on the balance of trade has
would have included a pegged
dramatically pushed down the
exchange rate, restrictions on
value of the dollar - from A$1.40 corporate takeovers and no wage
to the US dollar to A$1.65 within cuts - were rejected.
the last twelve months. This in tum Joint efforts
has resulted in rising domestic
Addressing the harsh realities of
inflation and higher interest rates. . the national economy, Bob Hawke
On 11 June the prime minister
appealed for 'restraint with equity'
and Labor leader, Bob Hawke,
in his keynote speech to the con
appealed for austerity to confront ference. Referring to the need for
the growing crisis. Australia's
strong growth in the economy and
worsening balance of trade meant in employment accompanied by
that 'we have for the time being to
low inflation, he urged trade
accept reduced standards of
unionists to ensure the continu
living', he said.
ation of the accord on prices and
incomes.
On regional affairs, Hawke
stressed his government's commit
ment to maintaining the defence
alliance with the United States and
as well as its strong relations with
New Zealand despite the current
tensions between the two The conference of the Australian
countries over the latter's non
Labor Party (ALP) overwhelm
nuclear defence policy.
ingly endorsed the measures
The conference afforded formal
proposed by the Hawke govern
recognition
of.Indonesia's in
ment to deal with the country's
corporation
of East Timor,
acute economic problems.
The party's 37th biennial confer although delegates expressed
ence met in Hobart, the capital of concern at the way in which the
incorporation proceeded, and
Australia's southernmost state,
;
regretted there was no inter
Tasmania, from 7-11 July, as the
nationally supervised act of self
value of the dollar fell to its lowest
determination by the Timorese
level ever against major cur
people.
rencies. It was against this back
ground that the crucial economic
New ALP president
debate was held on the fourth day
In the only change in senior party
of the conference.
posts, Mick Young was elected
As an indication of the extent of
unopposed as ALP president by
confidence in the government's
the national executive at a pre
plans for economic adjustment and conference meeting on 3 July. A
recovery, the leadership of the
former sheep-shearer, he is at
Australian Council of Trade
present a special minister of state
Unions (ACTU) moved the
in the federal government and
general motion on economic
chair of the ALP's national campolicy; ·which included the clause . paign committee, and has held a
'Conference notes and endorses
number of major party positions,
positive initiatives outlined by the including that of national secre
tary. He succeeded Neville Wran,
prime minister to meet and
overcome the current challenges'. the former premier of New South
The trade unions affiliated to
Wales, who had announced his
the ALP also renewed their comretirement from politics in June.

Vranitzky succeeds
Sinowatz and calls early
elections
The controversial election in June I
of former UN secretary-general,
Kurt Waldheim, as Austrian
president (see 2/86, page 57)
ushered in a period of considerable
flux in the country's political life.
Waldheim's second-round
victory over Kurt Steyrer, the
candidate backed by the ruling
Socialist Party of Austria (SPO),
provoked the immediate resig
nation from the chancellorship of
Fred Sinowatz, who was suc
ceeded by Franz Vranitzky. Three
months later the ruling coalition
between the SPO and the small
centre-right Freedom Party (FPO)
was dissolved and early elections
set for November, some six
months before the expiry of the
current four-year parliamentary
term.

Party, trade unions back
Hawke approach
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Franz Vranitzky
New chancellor

Sinowatz announced his resig
nation on 9 June, the day after
Waldheim's victory, achieved in
spite of a major national and
international controversy sur
rounding his wartime. role as a
German army officer. Having lent
his own political weight to the
campaign to prevent Waldheim's
election, Sinowatz regarded the
outcome as a major personal
defeat, leaving him no option but
to resign.
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The new SPO-FPO coalition
government under Vranitzky was
sworn in ort 16 June and contained
several changes among the Socialist representation. Peter
Jankowitsch, formerly the SPO
international secretary, became
minister of foreign affairs in
succession to Leopold Gratz, who
also resigned following the
election of Waldheim; Ferdinand
Lacina took the finance portfolio;
Erich Schmidt replaced Gunther
Heiden as agriculture minister;
and Rudolf Streicher succeeded
Lacina as minister of transport and
public works.
Vranitzky, a 48-year-old
banking and foreign trade expert,
had been adviser to the then
finance minister Hannes Androsch
in 1970-76 and had subsequently
served on the boards of two major
banks before being appointed
finance minister in September
1984.
The new government's policy
statement, presented to parlia
ment on 18 June, contained no
major changes in direction.

FPO shift

In the new government the FPO
leader, Norbert Steger, remained
vice-chancellor as well as trade
and energy minister. But his
position became difficult when on
13 September the FPO party
congress voted by a substantial
majority to replace him in the
chairmanship by Jorg Haider,
leader of the right wing of the
party. This development caused
the SPO presidium to vote on 19
September in favour of the dis
solution of the coalition, on the
grounds that the FPO was no
longer a suitable partner in
government.
Although Steger offered his
resignation from the government,
Vranitzky decided that all existing
cabinet members should continue
in a caretaker capacity until
general elections could be held,
this date being fixed for
23 November.

tation for the first time with 2
seats. The right-wing Pe�ple's
Party (OVP) and the FPO again
won 30 and 2 seats respectively,
although the farmer's vote in
creased by 1 percent and the
latter's dropped marginally.
The SPO setback was attributed
in part to the federal government's
intention to restructure the state
owned industrial concern Voest
Alpine with consequential job
losses in Steiermark in particular.
• The SPO has appointed a third
general secretary, Heinrich
Keller. A lawyer and a former

Heinrich Keller
general secretary of the state tele
vision service, he joined Fritz
Marsch and Peter Schieder on 1
August. Keller will deal primarily
with political education, the arts
and the media; Schieder with party
organisational matters; and
Marsch with international affairs
(taking over foreign minister Peter
Jankowitsch's former tasks as
SPO international secretary).

Heavy defeat for BLP
The Barbados Labour Party
(BLP), lost decisively in general
elections held on 28 May, having
been in power for just under a
decade. Achieving the most

assassination attempt on 7
decisive margin of victory in the
island's constitutional history, the September on the country's
military ruler, General Pinochet.
. Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
Coming only days before the
led by Errol Barrow, won 24 of the
27 seats in the House of Assembly, thirteenth anniversary of the
against 3 for the BLP. In percent military coup which overthrew the
Allende government in 1973, the
age terms, however, the margin
attack - in which six members of
was less wide, with the BLP
the presidential guard were killed
securing 40.4 percent of the
popular vote against 59.5 percent and twelve others seriously
wounded - was followed by the
of the DLP.
immediate imposition of a 90-day
Having introduced an ex
pansionary budget on 2 April, the state of siege, which gives the
regime additional powers to those
BLP leader and prime minister,
already afforded by the dual state
Bernard St John, called the
elections a few months earlier than of emergency.
The authorities proceeded to
was constitutionally necessary.
arrest scores of people in house-to
The government campaigned on
the economic progress achieved in house raids in working-class
the retail and services sectors and districts, and prominent left-wing
on the reduction of unemployment politicians, journalists and trade
union leaders were also rounded
from 18 to 15 percent in the first
up. As part of a general crackdown
half of this year. But the DLP was
able to capitalise on the continuing on the news media, nearly all
decline of the key sugar and tour opposition magazines were
banned and the operations of the
ism industries and a net fall in
Reuters and Ansa agencies were
manufacturing output over the
suspended.
period of BLP rule. It also offered
A state of siege was last in force
major tax reductions (which the
BLP argued could not be afforded between November 1984 and June
1985 (see 4/84, page 76).
· without considerable hardship,
particularly in the public sector).
General strike
Having assumed the party and
Earlier, on 2-3 July, the regime
government leadership following
faced a major challenge when the
the death of Tom Adams in March mass organisations represented in
1985 (see 1/85, page 66), St John
the National Civic Assembly
lost his parliamentary seat in the
(ANC), formed in April (see 2/86,
elections, as did all his cabinet
page 59), began their threatened
colleagues except David Simmons, campaign of mass civil dis
the outgoing attorney-general.
obedience with a general strike
The BLP parliamentary leadership that paralysed the capital,
was taken over by Henry Forde,
Santiago, and major cities around
whci had been attorney-general
the country. During the days of
and external affairs minister in the action eight people were killed by
1976-81 BLP government.
· the authorities and over a
thousand were arrested.
Immediately afterwards, the
regime began to press charges
(under the internal-security law)
against seventeen members of the
ANC national council of 'inciting
Pinochet reimposes
subversion' and 'paralysing the
country'.
state of siege after

assassination attempt

A further repressive clampdown
has followed an unsuccessful

SPO loses in Steiermark
In regional elections to the legis
lative parliament of the south
eastern state of Steiermark, on 21
September, the SPO saw its share
of the vote fall by 5 points to 38
percent and its seat total from 24
to 22 as compared with the last
such poll in 1981.
· Former Socialist votes went
principally to three Green parties,
one of which secured represen-

Results of the Barbados elections 1986 (1981)
Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
others

percentage
59.5 (47.1)
40.4 (52.2)
0.1 (0.7)

seats
24 (10)
3 (17)
(0)
0

Call for elections

The parties of the National Accord
for the Transition to a Full Demo
cracy (except for the rar-right
National Union Party) launched a
campaign for free general
elections on 25 August, the
initiative's anniversary date.
The Accord was signed in
August 1985 by the Radical Party
of Chile (PR) and ten other parties
from the non-marxist left to
former right-wing supporters of
the regime. Its proposals for a
gradual, negotiated return to
democratic rule were rejected by
Pinochet in December 1985 (see
3/85, page 74, and 1/86, page 52).
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Referendum

Double victory for left
The centre-left opposition bloc led
by the Democratic Left Party (ID)
regained its parliamentary
majority in partial elections held
on 1 June, a year after defections
from the ID and the realignment
of a small centre party had given
control of Congress to the right
wing of the Social Christian Party
(PSC)- the party of the president,
Le6n Febres Cordero - and its
allies. A simultaneous consti
tutional referendum provided the
left with an overwhelming display
of support.
The elections were for the 59
provincially elected seats in the
71-member unicameral Congress.
(The 12 deputies elected on
national lists retain their seats until
1988.)
They were due in January 1986,
but were postponed by Congress
on 30 October 1985, on the
grounds that the issue of new
identity cards was incomplete. The
left-wing opposition had contested
this and condemned the move as a
'flagrant abuse of power' by the
president.

Despite persistent rumours that
the government intended to pre
vent the elections, which were
expected to show popular re
jection of Febres' authoritarian,
pro-US and monetarist policies, it
was eventually announced that
they were to be held in June, but
in conjunction with a referendum
on the seemingly uncontroversial
proposal that independent candi
dates be allowed to stand for
election.
The opposition resolved to turn
the referendum into a poll on the
popularity of the government, and
a national committee of eighteen
centre and left parties and popular
organisations campaigned for a no
vote. When voting took place on 1
June, the government's proposal
was defeated in all 20 provinces,
with 57.8 percent voting no and
only 25.2 percent yes (with 10.3
percent of ballots blank and 6.7
percent invalid, on a turnout of
63.6 percent of the electorate).
Rodrigo Borja, the leader of the
ID, described the result as 'the
people's punishment for an inept
and corrupt government which has
failed both in its domestic social
and economic policy and in its
craven and spineless foreign
policy'. The people had 'con-

demned government by deception
and lies ... they have rejected a
system which concentrates on
wealth and makes the life of the
poor unbearable'.

Partial elections

When nominations for the
congressional elections closed on
1 April, there were candidates
from sixteen parties. The voting,
left the opposition parties with a
sizeable majority. When added to
the nationally elected seats, the
results gave 17 seats to the ID and
43 in total to centre-left and
marxist parties against 27 for the
PSC and its allies and 1 seat for the
uncommitted People, Change and
Democracy (PCD).
Although the ID had won more
seats in the 1984 elections, the
1986 result confirmed its position
as the largest single party in
Congress and in terms of vote
share. The reduction in the
number of its deputies was com
pensated by the rise in support for
other centre-left and left parties,
including the Socialist Party (PS),
which took 6 seats in only its
second electoral outing.
Although the PSC actually in
creased its share of the vote, each
of the six parties formally or
informally aligned with it ex-

Heading the left: Rodrigo
Borja
perienced severe setbacks.
The turnout was about 76
percent, low by Ecuador's
standards.
The right was also rebuffed in
simultaneous elections - also
postponed from January - for 51
provincial and 461 municipal
councillors.

Socialist Affairs
Back issues 1977-'85

All back issues of Socialist Affairs from 1977
onwards are currently available: price per copy
£3. 50 ($6.00) post free.
Annual volumes can be supplied at £20.00 ($35. 00)
post free.
A set of all issues for 1977 "'.'85 (only 3 issues
published in 1983) can also be supplied: price for
the 43 issues £135.00 ($240.00) post free.
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Orders (with payment) to: Longman Group Ltd,
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then had the support of 36 of the
71 deputies, faced a number of
When Congress reopened on 10
minor crises before the 1986
August, depriving Febres Cordero elections, including several
of his majority, it seemed certain
instances of political violence.
that there would be more execu
The principal area of conflict
tive-legislature clashes of the kind between the government and the
· which had marked the first half of new Congress is likely to be that of
the presidency. The constitutional economic policy, as it was before
conflict over judicial appoint
the election. The Febres govern
ments, which had been resolved in ment has blocked wage rises,
mid-December 1984 (see 1/85,
limited subsidies, devalued the
page74), was followed by another sucre, deregulated and encour
dispute in March 1985 after the
aged foreign investment, partly to
president imposed a minimum
cope with the drastic decline in oil
wage lower thanthat sought by the earnings and partly to meet the
then opposition-controlled
requirements of the IMF and
Congress. As in the earlier
foreign banks for the extension of
dispute, the wage issue led to
a foreign debt in the region of
street violence and a one-day
US$7.5 billion.
general strike.
The opposition parties in the
The president's hand was
new Congress announced the re
temporarily strengthened in June constitution of the Progressive
1985 when five deputies of the
Democratic bloc (see 3/84, page
hitherto non-aligned Radical
67), led by tht; ID and including
Alfarista Front(FRA) and two
Popular Democracy (DP), the PS,
from the ID defected to the
the orthodox communist Broad
government side, depriving the
Left Front (FADI) and the maoist
ID-led Progressive Democratic
Popular Democratic Movement
opposition bloc of its narrow
(MPD). The opposition bloc is
parliamentary majority and of the supported on most issues by the
presidency and vice-presidency of Ecuadorian Roldosista Party
Congress. The government, which (PRE).

Opposition to Febres

Results of the Ecuadorian elections 1986 (1984)

seats
seats
provincial national

Opposition bloc
Democratic Left Party (ID)
Popular Democracy (DP)
Roldosista Party (PRE)
Popular Democratic Movement
(MPD)
Broad Left Front (FADI)
Socialist Party (PS)
Government bloc
Social Christian Party (PSC)
Democratic Party (PD)
Concentration of Popular
Forces (CFP)
Alfarista Radical Front (FRA)
Liberal Radical Party {PLR)
Conservative Party (PCE)
Revolutionary Nationalist Party
(PNR)
others
People, Change & Democracy
(PCD)

14
6
4
3

3
2
1

2
6

(25)
(4)
(3)
(3)
(2)
(0)

13
1
3

2

(9)

2
3
1
0

1

(6)
(4)
(2)
(1)

1

(5)
( 7)

(0)

ment negotiations.
The Nuremberg congress thus
consolidated the SPD's evolution
to an anti-missiles stance since it
went into opposition (the original
1979 NATO decision on new
missile deplyment in Western
Europe having been endorsed by
the then SPD-led government of
Defence, nuclear and economic
Helmut Schmidt).
policy issues dominated the con
An SPD administration should
gress of the opposition Social
do 'everything in its power' to
Democratic Party of Germany
(SPD) held in Nuremberg on 25-29 secure the removal of US missiles,
August, only five months before
but the resolution fixes no time
limit. This aim is linked to
the federal general elections due
in January 1987.
achieving a reduction of equiva
In these and other areas the 400- lent Soviet missiles deployed in
plus delegates endorsed new
the German Democratic Republic
policies with which the party will
and Czechoslovakia. In the latter
seek a governmental mandate
context, the resolution envisages
that an SPD chancellor would have
'after being in opposition since
October 1982. They also con'full freedom' to negotiate directly
with the Soviet Union, on the basis
firmed that the party's candidate
for the chancellorship in the
that 'where the vital interests of
elections will be Johannes Rau,
Europe are at stake Social
currently SPD premier of North
Democrats ]will take their own
Rhine-Westphalia.
initiatives'.
In advancing the concept a
'security partnership' with the
Defence plans
Soviet Union to inaugurate 'a
In an important resolution of
second phase of detente' in
defence strategy, the congress
Europe, the SPD's new policy
called unanimously for the
removal from Federal German soil envisages the taking of limited
of US intermediate-range nuclear unilateral steps and then seeking
missiles (cruise and Pershing) and reciprocation by the Soviet side,
ie. not making progress towards
pledged the party to reverse the
disarmament conditional upon a
November 1983 parliamentary
· vote giving final approval to new prior guarantee of reciprocation.
'Limited independent steps to
missile deployment. The resol
ution reaffirmed the party's com arms limitation and reduction
which do not harm one's defence
' mitment to continued NATO
potential', the resolution says, 'can
membership, but also declared
that 'the self-assertion of Europe' bring about and facilitate essential
should be one of the main goals of negotiations', a process which
'does not depend on the Eastern
. the Federal Republic in the
side joining in immediately or
spheres of defence and disarma-

SPD sets positions on
defence, economy
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simultaneously'. Within this
iramework, the resolution urges
:bat both NATO and the Warsaw
Pact should move towards purely
defensive postures, with the
former abandoning its 'follow-on
force attack' strategy and the latter
its strategy of 'rapid forward
mobility' based on tanks; it also
called for the creation of a nuclear
weapons-free zone in central
Europe.

Star wars

The Nuremberg congress pledged

an SPD government to renounce
the agreement with the Reagan
administration of December 1985
under which the Kohl government
affirmed its political support for
the US strategic defence initiative
(SDI) or 'star wars' and agreed
that negotiations should be
initiated on the mutual transfer of
technology, including SDI
research, by private concerns.
It also called for a 10-percent
reduction in Federal German
defence expenditure (with Federal
Getman forces being made 'not

capable of attacking' the Soviet
Union) and repudiated the present
government's intention to increase
the period of military conscription
from fifteen to eighteen months.

Nuclear energy

On the civil nuclear power issue,
the congress voted by an over
whelming majority for the phased
closure over a ten-year period of
the Federal Republic's nuclear
power stations (currently
numbering twenty).
In the continuing long shadow
of the Soviet Chernobyl disaster,
the party also pledged itself to
cancel plans for the first fast
breeder reactor at Kalkar and for
the building of a nuclear repro
cessing plant at Wackersdorf.

Rau's pledges

SEPTIEMBRE/OCTUBRE 1986
Director: Alberto Koschuetzke
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marca que no fue. Una comparacion de modelos; Fer
nando Alegr(a: Elite y contracultura. Proyecciones poH
ticas de la vanguardia hispanoamericana.
POSICIONES: XVII Congnt10 de la Internacional Socia
list&: Aesolucion sobre America Latina y el Cari be; Edgar
Camacho: Tropas norteamericanas en Bolivia; Peter
Glotz: Manifiesto para una nueva izquierda europea.
TEMA CENTRAL: Carlos Alzamora: La oportunidad de
la crisis; Jaime Paz Zanora: Como nos ven, como los
vemos. Las relaciones Europa y America Latina; Helio
Jaguaribe: Desarrollo recfproco. Perspectivas de una
justa asociaci6n; Jose Miguel lnsulza: lOuti espera Ame
rica Latina de Europa Occidental?; Wolf Grabendorff:
America Latina y Europa. Esperanzas y desafios; Alberto
van Klaveren: Europa y la democratizaci6n de America
Latina; Gianni Bonvicini: CEE: exitos y fracasos de un
modelo de integracion; Silvia Maria Canela: lPor que no
comerciamos mas con Europa? Proteccionismo v discri
minacionas de la Comunidad; Diilogo Sindical: CIOSL ORIT · FSM- CPUSTAL • CTM - CLAT.
ANUAL
BIENAL
SUSCRIPCIONES
(6 numerosl (12 n6meros)
(incluido flete aeNOl
America Latina
Resto del Mundo
Venezuela

US$ 20
US$ 30
Bs. 150

US$ 35
US$ 50
Bs. 250

PAGOS: Cheque en d61ares a nombre de NUEVA S0CIEDAD. Direcci6n: Apartado 61.712-Chacao-Caracas
1060-A · Venezuela. Aogamos no efectuar transferencias
bancarias para canceler suscripciones.

72

SOCIALIST AFFAIRS 3/86

In his address to the congress,
Johannes Rau said that the
Federal Republic should become
aworld leader in the application of
new technologies to adapt the
energy and chemicals industries to
forms of production which would
no longer pose a threat to the
environment.
Also on the environmentalist
theme, the chancellor-candidate
said that an SPD government
would establish a fund to finance
'ecological investments', to be
financed by a temporary 5-percent
tax levy on higher income earners.
He also gave a general pledge that
the exigencies of the industrial
society would be more closely
linked to the new demands of
environmental protection.
Other broad goals of the SPD in
government, said Rau, would be
to bring about 'social peace with
social justice', to make the SPD
the party of freedom, to achieve
sexual equality in employment and
education and to safeguard inter
national peace.
On the problem of unemploy
ment (currently standing at 2.2
million), Rau pledged that the
SPD would introduce a shorter
working week, implement pro
gressive taxation policies to
finance the creation of jobs for the
young unemployed and institute a
ten-year programme of public
investment. He also said that
measures were required to curb
the 'rapidly growing economic
power' of the country's large
banks.
The Nuremberg congress re
elected Willy Brandt for another
term as SPD chair. The former
chancellor and SI president
announced that he would
relinquish the post in 1988..

Labour moves against
Militant

The annual conference of the
opposition Labour Party on 29
September expelled eight promi
nent trotskyists by a vote of 6.1
million to 0.3 million (on the block
voting system), thereby upholding
earlier decisions taken by the party
executive in April and May.
The move, although applying
only to a small number of party
members, is expected to clear the
way for further expulsions of
alleged members in particular of
the Militant Tendency (so called
because its adherents identify
themselves with the trotskyist
monthly newspaper Militant).
Militant has been at the centre
of the debate on far-left influence
within the Labour Party-a debate
which centres around the concept
of 'entryism', the joining by
trotskyists and others of selected
local parties in order to take them
over - ever since an official party
report, endorsed by the executive
in June 1982, concluded that
Militant was 'an organisation with
its own programme and policy for
distinctive and separate propa
ganda which is determined outside
the structure of the Labour Party
and its annual conference'. Since
this contravenes Labour's consti
tution, membership of Militant
was deemed incompatible with
party membership. (Alleged
members deny that Militant exists
in any other form than as a group
of 'supporters' for the newspaper
of that name.)
Those expelled at the confer
ence were all from Liverpool, in
northwest England, where
Militant has gained considerable
influence at local and district level.
Following a strong attack on the
group by party leader Neil
Kinnock at last year's party
conference, the executive set up
an official inquiry into the affairs
of the Liverpool Labour Party.
The inquiry's report, submitted
and approved in February, con
cluded that in Liverpool the
Militant tendency was at the root
of abuses of the party's rules and
constitution. Expulsion proceed
ings were then initiated, and
although controversial both within
the executive and in the party at
large, gained the final unequivocal
· backing of the party conference.
. (A full report of the Labour
conference will appear in the next
issue.)

percent in 1983.
The results showed the SDP to
be running virtually neck and neck
with the PA as the country's
second strongest political
formation (after the Independence
Party), especially outside the
The opposition Social Democratic capital, where it trebled its vote in
the farming and fishing com
Party (SDP) recorded its biggest
munities. The SDP gains in the
post-war election victory in
countrywide municipal polls held countryside were made particu
on 31 May, increasing its share of larly at the expense of the
Independence Party, while the
the vote to 17 .5 percent as against
Progressives lost ground all round
11.7 percent in the 1983 general
elections. In a general swing to the and were thus relegated to fourth
place among the four traditional
left, the communist-dominated
People's Alliance (PA) also gained parties.
ground, taking about 19 percent of
the vote compared with 17.3
New appeal
percent in 1983.
The local elections were the first
Of the current government co
major test for the radical new
alition partners, the conservative reform programme adopted by
Independence Party finished
the SDP congress in 1984, which
about 2.5 percent down on the 42.7 set out proposals for new depar
percent it achieved in the previous tures in the spheres of taxation,
municipal contests in 1982 but
housing and pensions, and also for
marginally up on its 38.7 percent
a decentralisation of municipal
score in the 1983 general elections. administration and electoral
The centrist Progressive Party,
reform. The results were also seen
with 13.3 percent, was some 3
as a personal triumph for SDP
points down on 1982 and 5.7
leader J6n Baldvin Hannibalsson.
percent down on its 19.0 percent
The elections were the first since
share in 1983. Of the smaller for his election to the party chairman
mations, the recently formed
ship in late 1984 in succession to
Feminist Party fared badly, polling Kjartan Johannson. In 1985 and
4.0 percent as compared with 5.5
early 1986 he had conducted a

SDP policies, leader gain
voters' approval

The Arusha conference, held on September
4-5 1984, brought together members of the SI
Southern Africa Committee, representatives
of the governing parties of the Front Line
States, and ANG and SWAPO, in what was the
broadest high-level political gathering in
Southern Africa for many years.
This book makes available the speeches by
Julius Nyerere, ]oop den Uyl, Olaf Palme,
Kenneth Kaunda, Robert Mugabe, Oliver
Tambo, Sam Nujoma, Mario Soares and many
other participants at Arusha, as well as the
two communiques adopted and other
documents related to the meeting.
The Arusha Conference is obtainable
from the Socialist International,
Maritime House, Old Town, Clapham,
London SW4 0JW, United Kingdom.
Price £2.501$4.00 incl. post.

The
Arusha
Conference
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Separated: Posters in Ireland promoting opposing
views on divorce
'campaign of a hundred meetings'
throughout the country under the
slogan 'Who owns Iceland?'.

Ban on divorce upheld

The outcome of the referendum
was a serious setback for the
strategy - also strongly supported
by the prime minister and at least
a section of the Fine Gael Party of modernising and liberalising
the social fabric of the republic,
with the long-term aim of easing
the path to eventual reunification
with protestant-majority Northern
Ireland.
In the North, the Social Demo
cratic anlLabour Party (SDLP),
which is mainly catholic, expressed
regret at the result. Party leader
John Hume stated that 'respect for
diversity is the only basis on which
we shall ever unite this country'.

In a referendum held on 26 June
the Irish electorate voted by a 3-to2 majority against ending the con
stitutional ban on divorce. The
verdict represented a rebuff for
the centre-left coalition govern
ment of Fine Gael and the Labour
Party, which had initiated the
referendum to prepare the way for Labour proposal
On 26 February, a Labour
legislation enabling the courts to
sponsored
bill that could have
grant a divorce in circumstances
paved the way for the introduction
where couples had been living
of divorce was defeated in parlia
apart for at least five years.
ment by 54 votes to 33. The main
In Ireland an estimated 70,000
people are currently tied to failed conservative opposition party,
marriages, many of them living in Fianna Fail, abstained, while (in a
free vote) only a minority of Fine
'outlaw' unions which they are
•unable to regularise because their Gael followed the prime minister
in support of the reform.
original marriage is legally indis
But despite the bill's defeat, the
soluble. Ireland's 1932 consti
Dail unanimously approved a
tution specifies that 'no law shall
proposal to hold a referendum on
be enacted providing for the grant
of a dissolution of marriage'. (The 16 May.
only other European country with • Speculation that the govern
a prohibition on divorce is Malta.) ment would be forced to call an
Opinion polls at the start of the early election (a year before the
referendum campaign had indi
expiry of the five-year parliamen
cated over 60 percent support for tary term) increased when on 10
legalisation of divorce; but opinion June a former minister, Joe
swung sharply during the cam
Bermingham, resigned from the
paign, influenced by the deter
Labour Party after an internal
mined opposition of the Roman
dispute, thus depriving the govern
Catholic Church (to which 99
ment of a committed overall
percent of the population belong). parliamentary majority.
In a 59 percent turnout, 935,843
This resignation and the defec
votes (63.5 percent) were cast
tion in April of a Fine Gael deputy
against the proposed amendment to the newly formed Progressive
and 538,279 (36.5 percent) in
Democratic Party reduced the
favour.
combined strength of the coalition
The Labour Party campaigned
parties to 82 in the 166-member
vigorously for a yes vote, calling
lower house facing 72 Fianna Fail
for an end to the church's veto on deputies, 5 Progressive Demo
divorce.
crats and 6 other voting members.
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Economic measures
curb inflation, provide
platform for growth
A sharp fall in the rate of inflation
and a significant improvement in
the balance of payments have been
the most dramatic results of the
emergency programme adopted a
year ago to overcome the country's
acute economic crisis.
The austerity measures included
a three-month wage and price
freeze, a one-time devaluation of
the shekel and a freezing of the
exchange rate, the imposition of
credit controls, and government
expenditure cuts.
Announced by the prime
minister and Labour leader,
Shimon Peres, on 1 July 1985, they
had been agreed by the national
unity government, the Histadrut
trade union federation and the
employers' organisation (see 4/85,
page 78; 1/85, page 77).
Israel's consumer price index
Monthly increase 1984-85 and 1985-86

In the first few months of the
programme's operation, prices
rose by an average of only 1-2
percent per month, compared to
some 16 percent per month in the
period leading up to last July. This
year, consumer prices are ex
pected to rise by 21 percent lowest figure for over a decade whereas they had reached a peak
of 445 percent in 1984 and 185
percent in 1985. Although price
controls on about half of all
commodities and services have
been lifted in recent months, there
are no signs of a return to high
inflation.
The country's financial situation
has also improved markedly
during the twelve-month period
July 1985 from the budget deficit
fell from 15 percent to 8 percent of
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gross national product, the
external current account balance
showed a surplus for the first time,
and foreign exchange reserves rose
to over US$3 billion.
It was reported in mid-April that
wages, whose real value had fallen
by one fifth between June and
October 1985, had returned to
their levels of the previous March.
As a further relative success,
unemployment was held to 7
percent of the labour force,
although it had been expected to
rise to 10 percent as a result of the
measures.
Several unanticipated external
circumstances benefiting the
Israeli economy, such as the
collapse in the price of oil and
other raw materials and the fall in
the value of the US dollar (to
which the shekel is effectively
pegged), also contributed to the
success of the emergency
programme.

Peres' call for growth

In February, with the economic
situation much improved, the
prime minister called for a return
to a policy of growth, warning that
vital sectors of the economy were
on the verge of collapse. And the
1986 budget agreed subsequently
provided emergency financial
assistance to troubled sectors,
including state-owned companies
and health-service schemes.
Since then various ministerial
committees have been set up to
examine the possibilities of
stimulating growth without
endangering the new-found
economic stability.

New laws on racism,
contact with PLO
In a compromise between the two
wings of the national-unity govern
ment, parliament on 6 August
passed, in conjunction, two
controversial bills, one restricting
racially motivated attacks and
another restricting contacts with
putative terrorist organisations.
The anti-racism bill, passed by
57 to 22 votes, bans 'persecution,
degradation, disdain or enmity on
the basis of colour, racial affili
ation or national-ethnic origin'. It
is intended primarily to curb the
activities of groups like the
extreme-right Kach movement led
by Meir Kahane, which advocates
the expulsion of all Arabs from
Israel and the occupied territories.
In late 1984 - following the
election of Kahane to the Knesset
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No to Racism: Cut and Save
Until the Coming al the Messiah
- the opposition United Workers'
Party (MAPAM) had originally
sponsored a bill outlawing racial
incitement, but agreed to with
draw it in favour of a government
sponsored bill. However, the
latter was heavily amended during
its passage through parliament,
and MAPAM and other left-wing
parties voted against it in its final
form on the grounds that it was
toothless.
MAPAM deplored the 'sacrifice
of human values on the altar of
political expediency' signified by
the compromise between the
Labour leadership and right-wing
and religious parties.
In return for the passage of the
anti-racism law, the Labour Party
agreed not to oppose a bill making
unauthorised contacts with
officials of 'an organisation
deemed by the government to be a
terrorist organisation' liable to
prosecution.
The bill, long demanded by the
right-wing Likud group strength
ens previous legislation under
which it had to be proven that
contacts were actually intended to
harm national security.
Although the new law does not
mention the Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO) by name,
Israeli governments have always
described the PLO as a terrorist
organisation.
MAPAM and other left-wing
parties also opposed this bill,
saying it could hamper efforts to
obtain a negotiated solution to the
Arab-Israeli conflict.

e On 18 August Israeli and

Soviet diplomats met in Helsinki
to discuss the resumption of
consular ties. Although the first
official contact between the two

countries since the Soviet Union
broke off relations with Israel
during the 1967 Six Day war did
not last as long as planned, it was
agreed to continue contacts.
And in a further development,
the prime minister, Shimon Peres,
and the Soviet foreign minister,
Eduard Shevardnadze, met at the
United Nations in New York on 22
September to discuss the steps
necessary for the normalisation of
relations between the two
countries.
• The Labour Party appointed
Avraham Hatzamri as director of
the international department on
1 August. He was previously the
head of its Latin America section.
Peres meets Hassan and Mubarak,
page 77

ITALY

Craxi retains reins until
March 1987
Italy's longest-serving post-war
government collapsed on 27 June
when Bettino Craxi, the leader of
the Italian Socialist Party (PSI),
submitted his resignation as prime
minister after dissension between
the five coalition parties had made
his position untenable. Sub
sequent efforts to establish a
coalition headed by the Christian
Democrats (DC) failed, however,
with the result that Craxi resumed
the helm on 1 August at the head .
of a new government of the same
five parties.
Under the new coalition agree
ment, Craxi will serve as prime
minister until March 1987, when
he will hand over to a Christian

Bettino Craxi
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Democrat.
Craxi had become Italy's first
Socialist prime minister in August Regional elections in
1983 at the head of a centre-left
Sicily
coalition of the PSI, the DC, the
Democratic Socialists (PSDI) the Elections to Sicily's 90-member
Si's other member party in Italy), regional parliament held on 22
the Republicans (PRI) and the
June, involving some 10 percent of
Liberals (PLI) (see 1 /84, page 80).
the entire Italian electorate, pro
His resignation on 27 June, after
duced a disappointing result for
an unprecedented 1,050 days in
the PSI, which increased its vote
power, was offered after two
marginally from 14.3 percent in
government-sponsored finance
1981 to 15.0 percent and main
bills had been defeated in secret
tained its representation at 14
ballots in the Chamber of Deputies seats. The PSDI increased its vote
the day before.
from 3.0 to 4.3 percent and
Having asked Craxi to continue doubled its seat total from 2 to 4.
. in a caretaker capacity, President
Of the two major formations,
Cossiga on 10 July requested
the Christian Democrats slipped
Giulio Andreotti, a Christian
from 38 seats to 36 (41.4 to 38.8
Democrat, current foreign
percent) and the Communists
· minister and a former premier, to from 20 seats to 19 (21.7 to 19.3
investigate the possibilities of
percent). The neo-fascist Italian
forming a new cabinet. By 21 July, Social Movement (MSI) jumped
however, attempt had failed,
from 6 seats to 8. The Republicans
whereupon the president turned
retained 4 seats, the Liberals 3 and
to Craxi again.
a local formation 1.
By the end of the month, the
PSI leader had secured the
agreement of the other four parties
for a new coalition, on the basis of
an understanding with the DC that
he would vacate the premiership
at the time of the next PSI congress
in March 1987. At that point a
Christian Democrat would be
come prime minister for the
remainder of the legislative term
(due to expire in mid-1988) and
Craxi would revert to the post of
secretary of the PSI.

New ministers

As sworn in on 1 August, Italy's
forty-fifth post-war government
contained five new ministers as
compared to its predecessor. Two
Socialists obtained new appoint
ments, namely Fabio Fabbri
(without portfolio, responsible for
relations with the European
Community) and Salvatore
Formica (foreign trade). Of the
other three PSI members in the
cabinet, Claudio Signorile (trans
port) and Gianni De Michelis
(labour and social security) re
tained their posts, and Nicola
Capria (tourism) moved from
foreign trade.
The three PSDI ministers are,
as before, Pier Luigi Romita
(budget and economic planning),
Franco Nicolazzi (public works)
and Carlo Vizzini (regional
affairs).
The new government received
votes of confidence in the Senate
on 6 August by 181 votes to 114
and in the Chamber of Deputies
two days later by 352 votes to 227.

all Palestinians, were given
sentences ranging from thirty
years imprisonment to six months.
Four of the fifteen accused were
acquitted.

PNP's electoral
comeback

In Jamaica's first genuine electoral
contest since 1980, the opposition
People's National Party (PNP) led
by Michael Manley inflicted a
heavy defeat on the ruling Jamaica
Labour Party (JLP) in local
council elections held on 29 July.
In a 60 percent poll, the PNP
took control of eleven of the
island's thirteen councils, leaving
only two to the conservative JLP,
which in 1981 had won all on the
tide of its 1980 general election
triumph over the PNP. The voting
split showed 57 percent of the
popular vote going to the PNP,
with the JLP gaining 43 percent in
what was effectively a two-party
contest.
The elections were widely seen
as a popularity test for the six-year
old JLP government of Edward
Seaga, who on 6 May had pre
sented an expansionist budget on
the strength of projected higher
economic growth rates deriving
from lower world oil prices.
Although he attempted to paint a
bright picture of the island's
economic performance, the reality
was one of decline in the key
• The required 500,000 signa
bauxite, bananas, sugar and
tures to ,call three referendums
tourism industries. The PNP
proposing reforms of the judicial
attacked government for its
system were submitted on 9 July.
economic mismanagement, mani
They were collected in a three
fest in continuing redundancies,
month campaign sponsored by the
price rises and currency
PSI and the Liberal and Radical
devaluations.
parties.
For Manley and the PNP the
The three parties launched the
results signified a major electoral
initiative 'for a more just justice'
resurgence, following the party's
because of the incapacity of parlia
decision to boycott the 1983
ment to pass reforms rectifying
general elections (see 1/84, page
anomalies and removing abuses in
79) because the electoral register
Italy's administration of justice.
was out-of-date and therefore un
• Eleven men charged with
fair. Since then the JLP has held
involvement in the h1ijacking of
all 60 seats in the House of
the Achile Lauro cruise liner were Representatives, amid mounting
convicted on 10 July in Genoa.
pressure to call new elections to
Among them were the leader of
reestablish a democratic two-party
system (see 4/85, page 85).
the Palestine Liberation Front
(PLF), Muhammad Abbas, and
Although Seaga and the JLP have
two of his associates, who were
repeatedly stressed their intention
found guilty of organising the hi to carry on for the full five-year
jacking in October 1985 (see 4/85, parliamentary term, the outcome
page 73) and sentenced to life
of the July 1986 local elections has
imprisonment. All three were
increased the pressure for general
tried in absentia) the eight others, elections.

LDP juggernaut rolls on
Both the Si's member parties in
Japan suffered badly in general
elections held on 6 July, resulting
in the return of the Liberal Demo
cratic Party (LDP) to another term
of office with a substantially
increased majority.
As compared with the previous
contest in December 1983 (see
1/84, page 79), the Socialist Party
of Japan (SPJ) lost a quarter of its
representation in the lower house,
falling to 86 seats, while the Demo
cratic Socialist Party (DSP) fell
from 38 to 26 seats. Principally on
the strength of SPJ and DSP
losses, the LDP climbed to a
massive 304 seats out of 512 in the
House of Representatives, en
abling Yasuhiro Nakasone to form
another government.
Of the other opposition parties,
the Clean Government (Komeito)
party lost ground marginally in
both houses, while the Japan
Communist Party (JCP) retained
its strength in the lower house and
gained 2 seats in the upper house.
Further down the scale, the small
New Liberal Club lost 2 of its 8
seats in the House of Representa
tives (and subsequently disbanded
to seek reunion with the LDP),
while the (Shaminren) Social
Democratic Federation took its
seat tally from 3 to 4.
In simultaneous partial elections
to the (upper) House of Council
lors, the SPJ and the DSP fared
better. The former actually gained
a seat as compared with its pre
election strength and now has 42
of the 252 councillors, while the
DSP slipped 2 seats, from 14 to 12.
It should be noted, moreover,
that in the lower house elections
the SPJ and DSP results were less
poor when seen against the
numbers of candidates presented
by the two parties - 138 and 56
respectively - whereas the LDP
put up 322 candidates.
Nakasone, who had called early
elections to the lower house as a
means of beating off the challenge
to his leadership from the younger
generation of LDP leaders, des
cribed the outcome as 'the voice of
God, the voice of heaven'. Shortly
before the announcement of his
new administration, he secured
agreement from the three main
potential successors to the LDP
leadership that his own term of
office, which under party rules had
been due to expire in October
SOCIALIST AFFAIRS 3/86
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1986, should be extended by at
least one year.

New SPJ leader

Within the SPJ the elections result
was seen as particularly disap
pointing in view of the efforts

Takako Doi
made since the fiftieth party con
vention of December 1985January 1986 to broaden the
party's basis of support (see 1/86,

page 63).

Accepting responsibility for the
defeat, SPJ chairman Masashi
Ishibashi resigned on 28 July to
gether with the entire 32-member
executive committee. As a result a
leadership election was held in the
first week of September among
the party's 86,000 members.
There were two candidates for
the succession, namely Takako
Doi, an SPJ vice-chair, and Tetsu

Ueda, former chief of the party's
education and propaganda
bureau. The results gave a con
vincing victory for Doi, who
gained 83.3 percent of the 70,400
party members who voted.
Doi, aged 57, thus became the
first woman to lead a major
Japanese party. Without factional
affiliation within the SPJ, she had
campaigned on a platform of
further sweeping reform of the
party, maintaining that it should
return to the spirit of its foun
dation as 'guardian of Japan's
pacifist constitution'. A former
university law lecturer, Doi has
entered politics in 1969 and has
stood successfully for the House of
Representatives in seven success
ive elections.

Results of the Malaysian elections 1986 (1982)
percentage
seats
National Front (BN) alliance
57.4 (60.5) 148 (132)
Democratic Action Party (OAP)
20.1 (19.6)
24
(9)
Islamic Party of Malaysia (PAS)
15.5 (14.5)
1
(5)
others
7.0 (5.4)
(8)
4

National Front, relying on its
massive majority in parliament,
pushed through amendments to
the election laws reducing the
campaigning period from two
weeks to nine days and raising the
level of candidates' deposits five
fold (a ploy to discourage oppo
sition politicians from contesting
seats). Opposition statements
were blacked out by the state
owned radio and television and,
on government instructions,
neglected by most of the press.
DAP gains ground in
And despite a ban on public rallies
(in effect since 1978) the prime
marred election
minister, Mahathir Mohamad, was
allowed to hold mass meetings
The opposition Democratic
throughout the country.
Action Party (DAP) performed
Consequently, for the DAP the
well in federal and state elections
held on 2-3 August, making a dent elections were 'by far the most
in the entrenched position of the ,unfair and undemocratic in
Malaysia's_ history'.
ruling National Front (BN)
.The National Front, a broad
alliance, which was nevertheless
coalition of thirteen parties
returned to power with a large
headed by the dominant United
majority. The DAP was able to
Malay National Organisation
attract increased support outside
(UMNO), took 148 of the federal
its traditional base in the urban
seats, a gain of 16 on its perform
Chinese community, thereby in
creasing its representation from 9 ance in the previous poll in April
1982. It thus retained the two
to 24 seats in a House of Repre
thirds majority required to enact
sentatives enlarged from 154 to
constitutional changes, despite a
177 members.
The DAP achieved this result - vigorous campaign by the DAP
the best in its twenty-year history and other opposition parties to
- against considerable odds. The prevent this happening. But the

Results of the Japanese elections 1986 (at dissolution) (1983)

Houseof
Councillors*

Houseof Representatives

Liberal Democratic Party (LOP)
Socialist Party of Japan (SPJ)
Clean Government Party (Komeito)
Japan Communist Party (JCP)
Japan Democratic Socialist Party (DSP)
New Liberal Club (NLC)
Social Democratic Union (Shaminren)
others
vacancies

percentage
49.5 (45.8)
17.2 (19.5)
9.4 (10.1)
6.4 (7.3)
8.8 (9.3)
1.8 (2.4)
0.8 (0.7)
5.8 (4.9)

304
86
57
27
26
6
4

2

seats
(249)
(110)
(59)
(27)
(37)
(8)
(3)
(7)
(11)

(250)
(112)
(58)
(26)
(38)
(8)
(3)
(16)

seats
143 (131)
42 (41)
25 (26)
16 (14)
12 (14)
2
(2)
11 (13)
(11)

'126 of 252 seats up for election
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two BN components based in the
Chinese community, the Malay
sian Chinese Association (MCA)
and the Malaysian People's Move
ment (Gerakan), both lost seats to
the DAP at federal and state level.
Of the remaining 5 federal seats,
4 went to independents and only 1
to the fundamentalist Islamic
Party of Malaysia (PAS), which
thus failed to increase its
representation, the party's parlia
mentary strength having been
reduced to one since 1982 because
of splits.
Mahathir had called the elec
tions a year earlier than necessary
in the light of dissension within the
ruling coalition over the govern
ment's pro-Malay policies and
against a background of increasing
economic problems. The govern
ment was also beset by evidence of
financial corruption in high places
and by the scandal surrounding
the loss of nearly one billion US
dollars by the Malay owned Bank
Bumiputra.
Fielding 64 candidates for the
federal parliamentary seats, the
DAP campaigned strongly on
democratic socialist platform
advocating the creation of a
genuine multi-racial society in
Malaysia. It condemned the cor
ruption apparent in the country's
ruling circles, focusing in
particular on the involvement of
pro-government Chinese leaders
in the Bank Bumiputra scandal,
and also attacked the repressive
tendencies of the administration
dominated by the majority Malay
community.

State gains

In the eleven state assembly
elections in West Malaysia the
DAP also made significant gains,
increasing its aggregate total of
seats from 12 to 37. The party did
particularly well in Perak, winning
13 seats against 33 for the BN, and
in Penang, whiere it took 10 seats
againsts the BN's 23. But neither
in these two states nor in the other
nine was the DAP able to prevent
the BN from being returned to
power with majorities of over two
thirds.
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Guard paramilitary force put
down the mutiny.

In their aftermath, rumours of a
credit, since no new loans from
possible military coup had spread abroad have been received for
and the guerrillas began to fulfil
over a year.
'Unprecedented' crime
I their threat to take ten victims for
Prison riots, army
Amid growing evidence of
every one of them killed in the
atrocities, a government com
excesses
prisons. Violence and terrorist
munique declared on 21 June that attacks have not diminished in
the high number of deaths at
The Aprista government of
recent months, and consequently
Lurigancho indicated that
President Alan Garcia experi
the state of emergency in force
Congress of renewal
'excesses were committed in the
enced its most serious crisis since
since February (see 1 /86, piage 67)
coming to power in July 1985 when use of force'.
was again extended on 1 August.
At its sixth congress, held in
When evidence came to light
prison uprisings by members of
Since the Sendero Luminoso
Lisbon on 27-29 June, the oppo
that scores of prisoners from
the extreme-left Shining Path
began its insurgency in the Andean sition Socialist Party (PS) elected
Lurigancho had been shot in the
(Sendero Luminoso) guerrilla
mountains in May 1980, more than a new leader, revised its pro
head after they had surrendered,
movement were put down by the
5,000 guerrillas, soldiers and
gramme and declaration of prin
President Garcia described the
security forces amid great
civilians have been killed as a
ciples, and altered its structure and
executions as 'a horrific crime ...
bloodshed in mid-June.
result of guerrilla warfare.
organisation
in favour of greater
unprecedented
in
the
country's
The events overshadowed the
Another 2,000 people disappeared decentralisation.
history', and announced that an
SI Congress, gathering in Lima on
during the counter-insurgency
inquiry would take place. Such
New leader
20-23 June.
programme of the previous con
assurances were also extended to servative Belaunde government.
On 18 June Sendero prisoners
Vitor Constancio, a 42-year-old
the Socialist International after
carried out coordinated mutinies
economist, was elected general
• Following the formal resig
in the Lurigancho, El Fronton and expressions of concern by the
secretary with a 79-20 percent
nation of the entire cabinet prior
Santa Barbara prisons near Lima, Congress (see SI NEWS, pages 25majority over the only other con
to the first anniversary of his
28).
and took nine hostages. Given the
tender, Jaime Gama, the former
In the week following the prison government, President Garcia
foreign minister. He succeeded
fact that the Peruvian Aprista
massacres, the minister of justice, appointed four new ministers on
Party (PAP) was hosting the SI
Mario Soares, who resigned all
26 July. They are: Willy Harm
Luis Gonzales Posada Izaguirre,
party posts on his election as
Congress, the uprisings were
Esparza (navy); Orestes
and the commander of the
clearly timed to cause maximum
president of the republic in
Rodriguez Campos (labour);
February (see 1/86, page 68).
embarrassment to the government Republican Guard, General
Maximo Martinez, tendered their Javier Labarthe Correa
by taking advantage of the fact
Soares had led the party since its
(fisheries); and Carlos Blancas
resignations. And ninety-five
foundation in exile in 1973.
that Peru was a focus·of world
members of the Republican Guard Bustamante Qustice).
attention.
Having held several junior
were also being investigated for
· ministerial posts, Constancio was
The government, as President
their alleged participation in the
Garcia declared at the opening
appointed minister of finance in
session of the Congress on 20 June, Lurigancho massacre.
the government, formed by Soares
IMF declares Peru
Responding to calls by left-wing
'urged the rebels to surrender. A
in 1978. But following policy
opposition groups for the resig
differences, he refused party and
peace commission went to the
'ineligible'
nations of the three armed-forces
prisons to beg, to implore the
ministerial office after 1981 and
ministers and the minister of the
prisoners to avoid bloodshed'.
left political life to become
On 15 August the International
interior, as well as to demands that Monetary Fund (IMF) declared
When this attempt failed, he
governor of the Bank of Portugal.
the inquiries should cover atroci
instructed the armed forces to
In his leadership campaign,
Peru ineligible for new loans until
ties in all three prisons, the Aprista some US$158 millions in arrears
restore order in the prisons and
Constancio argued that in order to
party issued a statement calling for to the fund were paid off. Peru
free the hostages.
regain and increase its former
'respect' for the armed forces and thus became the first Latin
In the subsequent military
strength, the PS would have to
declaring that it could not allow
action, 124 prisoners were killed
develop a clear strategy of dis
American country to have its
'hatred to come between civilians credit cut by the IMF.
in Lurigancho prison alone, ac
tinguishing itself not only from the
and soldiers'.
cording to an official commun
communist left but also from the
The decision came two weeks
Following negotiations between after President Garcia announced right. Only in this way would the
ique. Estimates of the total
President Garcia and the chiefs-of the continuation for at least
party be able to capture the
number of dead vary greatly, with
staff, the joint command of the
unofficial estimates suggesting
support of the social groups that
another year of his government's
armed forces admitted that 95
voted for Soares in the presidential
that at least 250 inmates were
policy of limiting foreign debt
prisoners had been executed in
killed and some human rights
repayments of 10 percent of export elections and thus recover lost
ground. He attributed the serious
earnings (see 3/85, page 61).
organisations putting the figure as Lurigancho in a report presented
to a closed session of the standing Furthermore, he warned that
high as 400.
defeat in the parliamentary
All three prisons were declared committee of Congress on 7 July. because of falling oil and minerals
elections in October 1985 (see 4/
military zones and journalists were On 23 July, the army general who prices, export earnings were
85, page 52), which ousted Soares
expected to be reduced by as much as prime minister, to 'excessive
barred from entering them, which had been in charge of the oper
ation at Lurigancho was arrested. as one sixth this year; the room for
partly accounted for the lack of
pragmatism', a neglect of prin
Two days later, in an already
manoeuvre to pay off the foreign
information on the number of
ciples and a loss of identity.
planned cabinet reshuffle (see
casualties.
debt would therefore be even
In his acceptance speech he
below), the navy minister, Julio
smaller than it had been in 1985.
But it was clear that the most
reiterated these arguments, and
President Garcia accused the
violent confrontations took place Pacheco Concha Hubner, was also
also stressed that he wanted to
replaced.
IMF of acting 'with insensitivity,
bring the PS back to power without
in El Fronton, where naval
As SOCIALIST AFFAIRS went to
incomprehension and the rule of
forging party alliances.
marines took eighteen hours to
an unjust, inhuman system whose
crush the determined resistance of press, the congressional inquiry
The new leader strongly criti
into the prison massacres had still logic is deaf to the ears of the
the prisoners, who had prepared
cised the economic policies of the
world'.
fortifications, including a network to be set up.
Social Democratic (PSD) minority
The events of June served to
of trenches and tunnels.
In spite of the drastic nature of government. He accused it of
the measure, it is not expected to failing to exploit those trends
Two prisoners were killed in the emphasise the obstacles faced by
the Aprista government in its ef
Santa Barbara women's prison,
have much impact on Peru's pros favourable to national economic
fort to transform Peruvian society. pects for obtaining new foreign
where units of the Republican
development for the maximum
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Personnel changes

percent (10 points down on 1982),
the PSOE took 184 seats in all, as
against 202 in 1982. Maintaining
its countrywide support and its
dominance in the south and in
working-class areas, the party
polled44 .1 percent of the vote, 2.8
percent down on its showing in the
previous elections.
Among the opposition forma
tions, the conservative Popular
Coalition (CP), a three-party
alliance led by Manuel Fraga
Iribarne, increased its share of the
vote marginally to 26.2 percent,
but its uneven spread of support
resulted in a net loss of 1 seat,
leaving it with 105. The Coalition
groups Fraga's Popular Alliance
(AP), the Popular Democratic
Party (PDP) and the Liberal Party
(UL).
In third place came the Demo
cratic and Social Centre (CDS),
led by Adolfo Suarez, a former
prime minister, which took 9.3
percent of the vote and 19 seats, a
gain of 17. The communist
dominated United Left (IU)
General elections called four
alliance improved marginally in
months early on 22 June resulted
percentage terms on the 1982
in a convincing victory for the
performance of the Spanish
Spanish Socialist Workers' Party
Communist Party (PCE), and
(PSOE) led by Felipe Gonzalez,
gained 7 seats.
who was thus returned for a second
A feature of the elections was
consecutive term as prime
the strong showing of regionalist
minister. Although the PSOE did parties. In Catalonia, the centre
not quite repeat its landslide
right Convergence and Union
victory of 1982, the party still re
(CiU) came second to the PSOE,
tained a comfortable majority over taking 31.1 percent of the vote in
all other parties combined in the
the region and increasing its total
350-seat Congress of Deputies.
from 12 to 18 of the 47 seats. In the
Gonzalez called the elections on Basque country, the separatist
21 April, four months before they United Peopile (Herri Batasuna,
were due.
HB), the political wing of the ETA
In a turnout of around 71
guerrilla movement, gained 17. 8

As part of the organisational over
haul, the congress also adopted a
number of changes in the compe
tence and election of the party's
leading bodies. Under the new
rules, the general secretary will
now be chosen as part of a list of
candidates for the national
secretariat, the party executive
directly chosen by the congress.
Manuel Tito de Morais was
elected president of the party.
Having been the PS' first national
secretary until 1974 and subse
quently president of the
Portuguese parliament, he takes
over from Antonio Macedo, who
was elected honorary president.

Party strategy

Soares against his right-wing
opponent.

Revised principles

All the proposals put forward by The congress also approved un
the new party leadership were
animously a revision of the party's
approved by majorities of over 80 declaration of principles.
percent, thus indicating a mood
The new declaration sets out
for change among the delegates,
seventeen fundamental principles
both in terms of policy and
guiding the Socialist Party.
organisation.
Primary among these are the
The main motion on party
values of equality, freedom,
strategy, submitted by the general solidarity and the need to defend
secretary, emphasises that the
political democracy. It also
renewal of the PS cannot mean
emphasises the struggle for a more
'the abandonment of the ethical
egalitarian society and for an 'open
and cultural values that are part of economy' in which several types of
the heritage of Portuguese and
ownership, 'private, public and
European socialism'.
social' can coexist.
The PS, it argues, 'has been, of
The declaration stresses that the
late, a party without causes of its PS 'does not favour any particular
own. It sacrificed itself into cophilosophical or religious doctrine'
. alition for the sake of coalition and and 'entrusts total doctrinal free
into government for the sake of
dom of choice to its activists'. It
government. It has isolated itself removes the references in the
from its electorate. Debate and
previous declaration to Karl Marx
the internal life of the party were and marxism as a 'source of inspi
substituted by the logic of the
ration' for Portuguese socialists.
machine'.
The declaration defines foreign
As an alternative, the motion
policy as 'the defence of the
establishes 'the primacy of
national interest and indepen
collective decision making' and
dence, and an instrument for the
proposes a profound decentralis
building of a new international
ation of power and resources
order' based on peace and human
towards the regional and grass
rights. The entry of Portugal into
roots organisations.
the European community (at the
The motion rejects the possi
beginning of this year) is described
bility of a popular front with the
as a 'decisive historical turning
communists, but also refuses to
point towards the modernisation
accept the use of the PS 'as an
of our society and its transform
instrument of social containment
ation into a more just and more
by the economic and political
caring society'; the importance of
right'.
the existing ties with Brazil and
As an important step in the
the Portuguese-speaking countries
modernisation of the PS, the
of Africa is stressed; and partici
motion calls for a convention of
pation in the NATO alliance is
the democratic left, to facilitate a described as 'indisputable'.
'fruitful dialogue' with indepen
· Subsequent chapters of the
dent and socialist and social
declaration clarify the position of
democratic forces that supported
the PS on political, social,
the presidential candidacy of
economic and cultural democracy.

Gonzalez leads PSOE to
second term

Results of the Spanish elections 1986 (1982)
seats
seats
percentage Congress Senate
Spanish Socialist
44.1 (46.1) 184 (202) 124 (134)
Workers' Party (PSOE)
Popular Coalition (CP)
26.2 (25.4) 105 (106) 63 (54)
Democratic and Social
9.3 (2.9) 19
(2) 3 (0)
Centre (CDS)
Convergence and Union 4.7 (3.7) 18 (12) 28 (7)
(CiU)
United Left alliance (IU)*
4.6 (3.9)
7
(4) 0 (0)
Basque Nationalist Party 1.6 (1.9) 6 (8) 7 (7)
(PNV)
United People (HB)
1.1 (1.0)
5
(2) 1 (0)
Basque Left (EE)
0.5 (0.5)
2
(1) 0 (0)
others
7.9 (14.6) 4 (13) 2 (0)

'1982 figures for Communist Party (PCE)
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A rose for Felipe: Felipe Gonzalez and little girl at election rally
percent of the vote, thus increasing
its representation from 2 to 5, but
will continue to boycott the central
parliament; and the left-wing
Basque Left (EE) also gained
votes and a seat; the ruling con
servative Basque Nationalist Party
(PNV), on the other hand, lost 2
of its 8 seats. In Aragon, the
Canary Islands, Galicia and
Valencia regional parties also won
1 seat each.
In simultaneous elections for
the 208 directly elected seats in the
Senate, the PSOE maintained a
comfortable majority. It returned
124 senators against 63 for the CP.
A further 42 seats in the Senate
are to be filled by representatives
of the regional parliaments.

Continuity

The victory, said Gonzalez,
'allows us to take forward our
project of progress with stability
and conti1rnity'. He added that 'we
shall govern with a spirit of
dialogue and aim to cooperate
with all political and social forces'.
PSOE had campaigned on the
need for continuity in government
and on the administration's record
in laying the groundwork for
progress through its austerity
programme.
Presenting his new govern
ment's programme at the opening
of parliament on 22 July, Gonzalez
said that its priorities would be, as
before, the reduction of inflation
and the budget deficit. At the same
time, policies aimed at slowly
stimulating the economy and
creating jobs - unemployment is
running at 22 percent, the highest
in Western Europe - would be
further encouraged. He an
nounced in particular special
measures to alleviate youth
unemployment.
In a reference to the latest
bombing campaign by ETA, the
Basque separatist organisation,
Gonzalez said that his government
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would 'never' negotiate with 'a
band of murderers'. He called on
European countries to negotiate a
legal agreemennhat would allow
police to pursue alleged terrorists
in any country to prevent attacks.
ETA, which pursues its aim of
independence for the Basque
country by violent means, claimed
responsibility for setting off a car
bomb in Madrid on 14 July which
killed ten civil guards and injured
fifty-five people as well as for a
rocket attack on the defence
ministry and a further car bomb on
the day before the opening of
parliament.

New cabinet

The new Gonzalez cabinet was
sworn in on 26 July and was largely
unchanged as compared with its
predecessor. Four new ministers
were appointed - Luis Carlos
Croissier, Manuel Chaves, Julian
Garcia Vargas and Virgilio
Zapatero- and Joaquin Almunia,
previously the minister of labour,
was appointed to the newly
created ministry of public
administration (which will be con
cerned primarily with reforming
the country's administrative
structure at national and regional
level).
The full lineup of the 17member cabinet is as follows:
Felipe Gonzalez (prime minister);
Alfonso Guerra (deputy prime
minister); Francisco Fernandez
Ordonez (foreign affairs);
Fernando Ledesma (justice);
Narcis Serra (defence); Carlos
Solchaga (economy and finance);
Jose Barrionuevo (interior);
Javier Saenz Cosculluela (public
works and urbanisation); Jose
Maria Maravall (education and
science); Manuel Chaves (labour
·• and social security); Luis Carlos
Croissier (industry and energy);
Carlos Romero (agriculture,
fisheries and food); Joaquin
Almunia (public administration);

Abel Caballero (transport, com
munications and tourism); Javier
Solana (culture, and government
spokesman); Minister of Health,
Julian Garcia Vargas (health); and
Virgilio Zapatero (parliamentary
relations, and cabinet secretary).
• Socialists will also head both
chambers of the Cortes in the new
legislative period. The Congress
of Deputies elected Felix Pons as
president, and Jose Federico de
Carvajal was reelected president
of the Senate.

Victory in Andalusia
Although it lost votes, the PSOE
easily maintained its overall
majority in its traditional southern
stronghold of Andalusia in elec
tions to the regional parliament
also held on 22 June.
PSOE gained 47.1 percent,
compared to 52. 7 percent in the
first regional election in 1982, and
60 seats, a loss of 6. The right-wing
Popular Coalition (CP) gained
22.2 percent of the vote (up 5
points) and 28 seats, a gain of 11;
the communist-led United Left
alliance (IU) gained 17.9 percent
more than double its share in the
general elections - and 19 seats, a
gain of 11; the Andalusian Party
(PA) won the remaining 2 seats in
the 109-member assembly.

Civil war anniversary
On 18 July Spain commemorated
the fiftieth anniversary of the
beginning of the three-year civil
war which resulted in the Franco
dictatorship.
In a statement, the government
described the conflict, in which
some 500,000 people lost their
lives and almost as many were
driven into exile, as a 'tragic' event

and urged that the 'spectre of war
and hatred' never again be allowed
to return to haunt the Spanish
people. It expressed the hope that
'this anniversary will settle once
and for all the reconciliation of all
Spaniards'.
No official ceremonies were
organised to recall the start of the
conflict, reflecting the mood of
· reconciliation as well as the
historical connotations of the
· anniversary - it was a national
holiday under Franco, abolished
only after the restoration of
· democratic rule in 1975.

·e

On 14 August the government
granted official diplomatic status
to the mission of the Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO) in
Madrid. Although it will not have
the status of an embassy, the
mission will enjoy all diplomatic
privileges except immunity for its
members and inviolability.
In January this year, Spain
established full diplomatic
relations with Israel (see 1 /86, page
71).

Kalnins resigns after
twenty-two years
Bruno Kalnins announced his
resignation as chair of the Socialist
Union of Central and Eastern
Europe (SUCEE), an associated
organisation of the SI, at its
conference in Stockholm on 17
May. An exile from Latvia, he had
held the post since 1964.
Speakers at the conference
representing ten exiled social
democratic and socialist parties
from Central and Eastern Europe
reiterated their determination to
struggle for the end of Soviet
communist domination in their
countries.
They also noted that the .
presence at each major SI meeting
of the representatives of the
countries subjected to communist
dictatorship was a reminder of the
existence of problems and matters
which could not be ignored.
The newly elected executive
elected includes Andor Bolcsfoldi
(Hungary) as chair; Vilem
Bernard (Czechoslovakia) and
W.T. Berzins (Latvia) as vice
chairs; and Tadeusz Prokopowicz
(Poland) as secretary. Kalnins,
who is also an SI honorary
president, was elected honorary
chair.
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subsidies were not affected by the
the country's foreign exchange.
measures.
The collapse of the world oil
price had reduced Venezuela's
While the main trade-union
1986 oil export revenue by more
federation broadly backed the
than $5.1 billion by mid
plan, the private sector objected
September. Earnings for the full
to certain elements of the package,
year are now expected to be $7.9
in particular to a requirement for
billion, against an original
businesses to convert $6.9 billion
estimate of $12.6 billion (see 1/86,
of their estimated $14 billion
page 73). This year's earnings will foreign debt into 15-year low
be barely 40 percent of those of
interest government bonds.
Ecevit acquitted
the peak year of 1981.
Although passed by Congress, this
•· was abandoned in August, when
Responding to the
Biilent Ecevit, the former prime
consequences of the fall in income, the government announced it
minister and leader of the
would study alternative 8- to 12Republican People's Party (CHP) President Jaime Lusinchi on 17
year bond plans for private debt.
July
announced
a
21-point
econ
disbanded by the military in 1981,
In late August and early
omic
adjustment
plan,
which
was acquitted on 23 September by
· September the government an
Ankara's central criminal court of included a partial devaluation of
nounced the details of the liberal
the bolivar, the relaxation of
breaching a ban on his involve
ised foreign investment rules,
.
foreign
investment
regulations,
ment on party politics. He had
designed to attract new industries
the
prohibition
of
some
agricul
been indicted on 4 June on charges
and to encourage reinvestment by
tural
and
manufacturing
imports,
of violating this restriction by
those already established.
tax reforms (such as a rise in
addressing the DSP's founding
corporate
taxes
and
new
taxes
on
•
President Lusinchi on 29 July
convention on 18 May.
property and on earnings from
welcomed the economic accords
The ban, imposed on some
abroad), export incentives for
signed that day between Argentina
hundred political leaders, is
non-oil goods and other measures. and Brazil, and said that his
enshrined in the present military
The package is aimed at saving administration favoured the
inspired constitution.
foreign
reserves and pulling the
formation of a Latin American
In recent months Ecevit has
national economy out of a pro
common market.
campaigned extensively for the
longed recession, while protecting
The accords are aimed at
DSP, which was founded in
a range of benefits for low-income
promoting economic cooperation
November 1985 and is led by
Rahsan Ecevit, his wife (see 4/85, groups. The government's housing between the two countries as well
projects and youth training
as laying the basis for wider
page 81).
schemes as well as the food
regional integration.
The court accepted Ecevit's
argument that since he was under
a legal obligation to vote he was
also under an obligation to support
a party. The ruling formally
cleared the way for Ecevit and ·
other political leaders (including
Social Action Party (SAP) slipped
Demirel) to campaign openly in
from 73 to 51 seats, the Thai
the byelections (see above),
Citizens' Party from 36 to 24 seats
although they still face a con
and the National Democracy Party
stitutional ban on holding party
Civilian parties do well from 15 to 3.
office.
Among the opposition forma
In April parliament had adopted
Notwithstanding the pervasive
tions, the right-wing Thai Nation
a bill lifting the prohibition on the
Party lost 10 of the 73 seats it had
expression of opinion on domestic political influence of Thailand's
won in 1983, whereas the pro
powerful military establishment,
or foreign policy by the group of
military United Democratic and
civilian parties performed well in
political leaders. But restrictions
general elections held on 27 July, People's parties, in their first
preventing banned politicians
elections, secured 38 and 18 seats
when 3,813 candidates from six
from establishing relations with
respectively. Other formations
political parties remained in force, teen formations contested 347
seats in the House of
which made significant showings
resulting in the former prime
were the United Thai Party (19
Representatives.
minister's indictment.
The elections were called early seats) and the recently formed
Community Action Party (CAP),
after the defeat of the previous
which took 15 seats.
government on 1 May over a
taxation proposal.
Immediately after the elections
There was a 61 percent turnout, the DP agreed to join a new
coalition under the continued
significantly higher than the 53
percent recorded in the last
premiership of General Prem
Measures to cope with general election in April 1983.
Tinsulanond, who has been prime
Of the outgoing coalition forma minister since 1980 and does not
loss in oil revenues
tions, the centrist Democratic
belong to any party. The coalition
Party (DP), the country's oldest
also includes the SAP, the Thai
The Democratic Action (AD)
party, emerged from the elections Nation Party and the People's
government has introduced a set
Party, with Citizens' Party, the
with substantially increased
of emergency measures to cope
United Thai Party and the CAP
strength, winning 100 seats as
with the shortfall in oil earnings,
which generate some 90 percent of against 56 in 1983. In contrast, the pledging external support.

Motherland Party (ANAP) 233
Social Democratic Populist Party
(SHP)
85 ·
Correct Way Party (DYP)
24
Free Democratic Party (HDP) 21
Democratic Left Party (DSP) 4
Citizens' Party (VAP)
2
31
independents

Opposition comeback
Opposition parties achieved a
major comeback in byelections for
eleven vacant National Assembly
seats held on 28 September, in the
first relatively free electoral
contest since before the military
takeover of 1980.
The Si's two new consultative
member parties, the Democratic
Left Partv (DSP) and the Social
Democr.t,.,c Populist Party (SHP),
were among the twelve registered
partie w put up candidates - the
first time that all political forma
tions were able to do so since the
restricted general elections of
November 1983 (see 1/84, page
42).

Although the byelections were
held in predominantly conserva
tive areas, the SHP gained 22.7
percent of the vote and the DSP
8.7 percent. Largely in conse
quence of the left-wing vote being
split, the only left-wing candidate
to win a seat was the Erda! Inonu,
the leader of the SHP.
The ruling centre-right Mother
land Party (ANAP) won six of the
contests, but the party's share of
the vote fell to 32 percent com
pared with 45 percent in the 1983
elections. The principal victor was
the conservative Correct Way
Party (DYP), which won four of
the by-elections and recorded
some 24 percent of the vote. This
party is associated with Suleyman
Demirel, the prime minister at the
time of the military takeover.
As a result of the byelections,
the composition of the 400member National Assembly is as
follows:
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THE LAST WORD
It never rains,
but ...

The rains have returned to Africa,
but so have the locusts.
According to the Food and
Agriculture Organisation, the
eggs of the Senegalese grass
hopper are hatching 'at very high
densities' and begin to threaten
the seedlings of sorghum and
millet. Depending on conditions,
the infestation could reach
plague proportions. Threatened
areas include western Mali,
Guinea-Bissau, Burkina Faso,
Chad, Gambia, Mauritania, Niger
and Senegal. This year's threat
ened plague is expected to have
the scope of a 197 4 outbreak,
which was the worst ever re
corded. At that time, 'an
estimated 20-30 percent of
crops were lost across the
region, destroying millions of
tons of food grains'.

=·o-n The International Herald Tribune, 18 September 1986

Pressed for time
ighspeed decision-making and production lay behind the
appearance of Mission to South Africa as a Penguin Special on
ursday 12 June, in time for its launching at a Marlborough
ouse, London, press conference.
The Eminent Persons Group finalised its report at the
ommonwealth Secretariat from 4-7 June. Final changes were
· corporated over the weekend; the ink on the report was barely
ry when the Penguin editor received the typed manuscript on
onday 9 June.
At 6pm the typescript reached Penguin's designer, who was
s ill marking the text for publication next day in the back of a van
avelling the hundred miles from London to Penguin's printer
ichard Clay in Suffolk. The whole book was typeset by the small
ours of Wednesday morning and Clay's proofreaders were at
Nork before breakfast, with a Secretariat officer present to
advise where necessary. Cover and illustrations were processed
ring the day, the printing presses were running by Wednesday
e ening and binding began during the night.
The result: finished
pies left for London
y 9am on 12 June,
eaching Marlborough
ouse by noon, with
pies in the
' okshops the
same day.
-·
Commonwealth
Currents,
:.�g st 1986

'At first I was frightened, but now
that I have heard all the explanations,
1· am still frightened'.
Polish woman on Chernobyl accident

Ma Supial!

The odds of survival for a premature baby born in a
developing country are low. Therefore, the news from
the minister of health of Colombia, South America,
heralds something of a breakthrougt,. At an international
health conference at the Carter Center in Atlanta,
Georgia, Efrain Otero Ruiz described a technique
recently developed in his country to rescue those
premature infants born in places where there are no
high-tech neonatal nurseries to get them through the
first tough months. These infants, weighing as little as
two and a half pounds, he said, are strapped between
their mothers' breasts in a brassiere-like sling and kept
there until they grow to the size of a normal infant. They
are warm and protected, and have constant access to
their mothers' milk and the omnipresent emotional
reassurance of the mothers' heartbeats. They also do
not suffer the psychological trauma that premature
infants in the developed world undergo when they are
taken from their mothers and laced in incubators. This
approach, using so-called 'kangaroo mothers', says
Otero, has produced an infant survival rate that is as
high as the high-tech approach of the developed world.
From World Development Forum, 15 August 1986
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World Affairs

Longman publish a wide range of reference titles dealing with international affairs which present
factual, unbiased acco�nts of the major issues and themes of the current world scene.

Keesing's Contemporary Archives

Keesing's is the international news reference
service recording and indexing world events.
Published monthly, the journal presents com
prehensive and impartial reports covering all
major national and international political and
economic developments; extensive summaries
of important treaties, conferences and charters;
and items of general importance, eg. energy,
population and space research. More than just
a compilation of current events, the Keesing's
volumes build into a continuous and permanent
record of contemporary history.
0022-9679
Annual Subscription

Volume 32, 1986
UK £70.00
Overseas £82.00/$179.00

China and the Soviet Union,
1949-84

0 582 90276 2

The deterioration in Sino-Soviet relations in the
post-war period is detailed in this fully objective
reference work which focuses on the causes
and manifestations of hostility between the
world's two largest Communist powers. It
follows a broadly chronological framework and
is substantially based on reports published over
the last forty years in Keesing's Contemporary
Archives. A map is included to illustrate the
geographical aspects of Sino-Soviet relations
and there is a comprehensive index.
0 582 90265 7

203 pages
£20.00

State Economic Agencies of the
World

A comprehensive reference guide providing
detailed information on around 2000 state
agencies and organisations worldwide which
are currently active in economic spheres such
as national, regional and sectoral planning;
industrial development; agrarian reform; export
promotion etc. Entries not only give the name,
address and top officials of each agency but
also present concise information on history,
aims, current activities and financial structure.
Each section of the book is introduced by a
brief description of the prevailing economic
conditions of the particular country.
0 582 90253 3

From the Six to the Twelve,

The Enlargement of the European
Communities
The creation in Western Europe of the world's
largest trading and economic cooperation bloc
has been one of the most significant develop
ments of the post-war international scene. Now
encompassing twelve independent nations, the
European Communities exert a major influence
on the economies and politics not only of the
member states but also of the world as a whole.
This reference guide traces in detail the
progressive enlargement of the European
Communities from the original six member
states. Also covered are the 1972 decisions of
Norway not to join the Communities, the re
negotiation of the United Kingdom's member
ship terms, and the withdrawal of Greenland in
1985.

546 pages
£25.00

£20.00

OPEC, its Member States and the
World Energy Market

An objective reference guide to the
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) and the oil industries of its member
states. The book covers the formation and
subsequent policy of OPEC, particularly its
pricing decisions since the early 1970s, and
charts the changing balance of world oil power
up to early 1986. There are also detailed
profiles of OPEC member countries which
focus on the development and structure of their
oil industries in the post-war period.
approx. 400 pages
0 582 90267 3
Probable publication: (July) 1986 Probable price: £48.00

You can order these titles by sending a cheque
made payable to Longman Group Limited to:
Promotion Dept, Longman Group Ltd,
6th Floor, Westgate House, Harlow,
Essex CM20 1 NE, UK.
Or telephone on Harlow (0279) 442601.
further information on Harlow (0279) 442601.

Longman:

►-►

Registered in England 872828
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