




Mantime House 
Old Town 
Clapham 
London SW4 0JW 
United Kingdom 
Telephone 441- or 01-627-4449 
Telex 261735 SISEC 
Telefax 441- or 01-720-4448 
Cables INTESOCON LONDON SW4 

Publ rs 

n@eren1 Luis Ay@'@ 
st 

Editor's assistant 
Jon Barnes 

Socialist International 

Women Bulletin 
Publisher and Editor 
Mana Rodriguez-Jonas 

Annual subscription rates 
(41ssues) 
Unrted Kingdom £12 
Unrted States, Canada S25 
Other countries £15 or US$25 

Subscrintion enauiries 
United States and Canada 

Socialist Affairs 
280 Albert Street 

-Ottawa
Ontario K1 P 5G8 
Canada 

All other countries
Longman Group (Subscriptions) 
Fourth Avenue 
Harlow CM19 5AA 
United Kingdom 

Publishing and advertisement 
enquiries
Longman Group
Westgate House
The High 
Harlow CM20 1 NE 
United Kingdom
Telephone
44279- or 0279-442601

Typesetting 
Archetype 
Colour origination 
Masterlrth 
Design 
Archetype 
Printing 
Devonshire Press 

Signed articles represent 
the views of the authors 
only, not necessarily those 
of SOCIALIST AFFAIRS or the 
Socialist International. 
We welcome unsolicited 
manuscripts. Articles should be 
between 2500-3000 words, and 
accompanied by the author's 
biography. 

© 1987 Socialist International 

All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced, 
stored In a retrieval system or 
transmitted In any form, or by any 
means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording or 
otherwise, without the prior 
written perm1ssIon of the 
copynght owner. 

ISSN 0049-0946 

There is no one model 

In October, the Council of the SI met in 
Africa, a continent which is suffering more 
than its fair share of severe crises - a huge 
debt burden, acute and recurrent famine, 
aggravating ecological problems and a 
rapid growth of a population suffering from 
lack of jobs, housing and food, and often 
also from lack of water. 

The fact that malnutrition has increased in the past few years in ten African countries 
must come as a shock. 

As far as the debt issue is concerned, many African countries, particularly in the 
Subsaharan region, are, judging by economic indicators, in a virtually desperate 
financial position. The political consequences of this situation cannot as yet be 
foreseen. 

Without a reduction of debts on the one hand, and a limitation of debt service on the 
other, there is no way out of this situation. What we demand is constructive 
development aid policy- a policy that pursues the struggle against hunger and misery 
by concrete measures, a policy that is oriented towards the satisfaction of basic human 
needs, and a policy that is adapted to local conditions. 

We in the Socialist International will do whatever we can to make sure that the 
peoples of Africa will enjoy solidarity and assistance from other countries. Those of us 
who come from industrialised countries have recognised that what is at stake here is 
both a moral challenge and, in the long run, the defence of common interests. 

During our discussions in Dakar we talked much about democracy in Africa, and its 
relation to development. 

Part of the 'fresh start' that the 1976 Geneva Congress meant for the International 
was, among other things, our determination to leave earlier eurocentrist tendencies 
behind. 

One point that I would like to stress is that we have learnt not to impose rules, let 
alone models, on each other. We have also realised that democracy is not only political 
in nature, but that it has a cultural and a socio-economic dimension of considerable 
amplitude. 

A sort of 'European pseudomorphosis' -that is, the transfer of forms without 
maintaining the same contents - has sometimes led us astray. The principle of 
pluralism and steps in the direction of more real democracy will certainly continue to be 
of crucial importance to us. 

But if we define our understanding of democracy in global terms, we will have to 
properly appreciate the traditions and living conditions prevailing in different parts of 
the world. N'$edless to say, this applies also to Africa. 

We will have to consider this important point in our work on the International 's new 
declaration of �r,jnciples, one of the tasks which we have set ourselves for the next 
congress. 

In this context, we Will be able to use some of the ideas expressed in the Mandate of 
Lima, the text we adopted last year. We said there that 'there is no one model for 
socialism, but there are basic values and fundamental conceptions of political, 
economic and social rights .... We believe that socialist theories must be adapted to a 
changing world society so that each people and each generation can set their own 
stamp on the reality of their time and place'. 



Focus on 
nuclear energy 

T�e _nuclear-en�rgy industry and some western governments were quick to 
d1sm1ss the accident at the Chernobyl reactor in April 1986 as an isolated 
incident, attributable to inferior Soviet technology and inadequate safety 
standards. 

It is true that the Chernobyl plant was different from most of those used·outstde 
the Soviet Union, and that serious mistakes were made (as the Soviet 
government itself later admitted). Nevertheless, the self-righteousness and 
complacency seem misplaced. 

For one thing, Chernobyl was by no means the first serious nuclear accident -
witness the Windscale fire in Britain in 1957 and the Three Mile Island meltdown 
in the United States in 1979. For another, it is clear that in the wake of 
Chernobyl public confidence in nuclear power is severely shaken; opinion polls 
are registering growing opposition both to the expansion of the nuclear option 
and to its existence altogether. 

As a result, the industry's claims on performance, cost-effectiveness and safety 
are increasingly being put to the test, and in many cases they have been found 
seriously wanting. Is it true then, in the words of Peter Jankowitsch, Austria's 
socialist foreign minister at the time of Chernobyl, that nuclear power is 'a 
faustian bargain which has been lost'? 

A genuine debate has begun - also within the left - as to the desirability of 
nuclear energy. This Focus aims to contribute to this debate by examining, in 
three contributions, the effects of the Chernobyl accident on public opinion and 
governments, the state of the nuclear energy industry worldwide, and the 
problems associated with plans to phase out nuclear energy. 

Within the limited space available it has not been possible to deal with all the 
questions raised. In future issues, we hope to inc_lude f�rther_ c�ntributions to the
debate, highlighting in particular the range of viewpoints w1thm the left. 
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full employment, I propose to use 
precisely that name in order to describe 
an agenda that goes far beyond anything 
ir e\·er signified. My reasons are political, 
not rhetorical. There is an enormous 
re onance to the ideal of full employment 
among great masses of people in the 
,vest. It was not an accident, for 
instance, that the last campaign of Martin 
Luther King. was for an economic and 
social bill of rights in which the very first 
right would be a constitutional guarantee 
of a job. 

S ince the politics of my rhetoric 
might cause some confusion - and 

since it is of critical importance for the 
left to be clear on the meaning of full 
employment in the future as contrasted 
ro the past - let me take some of the 
objections to the idea. The point is not to 
engage in a polemic, but to clarify the 

Metal fatigue: Striking workers at 
a metal factory in Stuttgart, 
Federal Germany, demanding a
35-hour working week

Dieser 
Betrieb 
ird 

IJestreik 

'The old notion of 
full employment is 

no longer 
achievable. That, 

however, does not 
mean that it is time 

to abandon the 
commitment to 

create work for all 
capable of doing it. 
This must remain a
central value of the 

left.' 

HORIZONS WORK 

positive proposals that are being made 
here. 

In Contradictions of the Welfare State 
Claus Offe writes that full employment 
has been undermined by the very 
workings of capital itself: 'The goal of 
absorbing the entire life energy of society 
into labour markets and industrial 
production has been rendered utopian'. 
Therefore society needs 'socially useful 
alternatives to the idea of full employ
ment through wage labour.' 

On the first count, I quite agree -
which is why the concept of redefining 
the working life is so central to all that 
follows. The left should look to a 
fundamental shift in the relation between 
free time and wage labour. 
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Essential Works of 
socialism 
Edited by Irving Howe 

----

New Haven and London: Yale 
University Press, 1986; 599pp; £12.95 
ppbk I £40.00 hdbk 
ISBN 0-300-03571-3 (ppbk), 0-300-
03558-6 (hdbk) 
Bringing together crucial texts 
of major socialist figures, this 
anthology traces the internal 
evolution of socialist thought 
from Marx onwards, including 
writings from the social demo
cratic, bolshevik and non-mar
xian traditions. Updating the 
first 1970 edition, the current 
anthology provides key mate
rial from modern socialist 
thinkers. 

Green Gold 
Bananas and dependency in the 
Eastern Caribbean 

Robert Thomson 

London: Latin America Bureau, 1987; 
£12.95 hdbk I £3.95 ppbk 
!SBN0-906156-36-X {hdbk) I 0-
906156-26-2 (ppbk)
Bananas, like sugar before 
them, have been described as 
the Eastern Caribbean's 'green 
gold'. This book looks at the 
history, recent developments 
and future prospects for the 
banana industry in four Eastern 
Caribbean islands- Dominica, 
Grenada, Saint Lucia and Saint 
Vincent. It focuses on condi
tions for the small farmers and 
includes a detailed study of the 
Geest company, for which the 
banana business in a good 
year can be a 'licence to print 
money'. 

In Search of Work 
Charles Leadbeater and John Lloyd PORTBAfT OF 
Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1987; 'fflE �� 
232pp; £3.95 ppbk itteOtJIIR'SliteoftM 
ISBN 0-14-022773-3 Oa\.;d�� The authors ask how we should I -�VIUl 
respond to the persistence of f\\111�__.WIU!li!QfOI�
mass unemployment, the �� advent of microelectronic 
technology, the emergence of 
a new class of flexible workers 
on the fringe of the full-time 
labour market? Can we re
fashion the tools of education, 
training and economic policy to 
regain 'full employment'? Can 
societies which hold up that 
goal, but deny employment to 
millions, maintain their social 
cohesion? In short, do we need 
a new philosophy of work? 

The authors talked to com
panies and trade unionists, 
ministers and their advisers, 
people in and out of work in 
Japan, Europe and the United 
States, and draw on case 
studies of IBM, Hitachi, Barc
lays Bank and the Ford Motor 
Company, as well as a survey 
of employers in the five leading 
economies. 

The Soviet Union under 
Gorbachev 
Prospects for Reform 

Edited by David A. Dyker 

London: Croom Helm, 7987; 227pp, 
£25.00hdbk 
ISBN 0-7099-457 9-1 
The accession of Mikhail Gor
bachev to power has raised 
hopes for change both within 
the Soviet Union and in Soviet 
relations with the rest of the 
world. 

This book discusses the 
problems facing the new 
leadership's reform program
me. It looks at the political 
changes made so far and at 
proposed changes to agricul
ture, industry and foreign rela
tions. 

The contributors also assess 
how radical Gorbachev may be 
in the future, how his proposed 
reforms can or will be im
plemented and what opposi
tion they will encounter. They 
also address the question of 
whether Gorbachev can man
age to generate the momentum 
for economic reform while at 
the same time resisting press
ure for political reform. 

Portrait of the enemy 
The other side of the war in 
Vietnam 

David Chanoff and Doan Van Toai 

London: J.B. Tavris, 7987, 240pp; £ 
14.95 hdbk 
ISBN 1-85043-059-4 
A great deal is known about 
what happened to Americans 
during the Vietnam war. Yet 
never before has the story 
been told from the perspective 
of the individual Vietcong and 
North Vietnamese. 

This book aims to provide a 
counterbalance to the image of
the North Vietnamese and 
Vietcong as cold, iron-willed, 
single-minded revolutionaries 
willing to sacrifice themselves 
to further their cause. 

The book contains personal
narratives from a wide cross
section of Vietnamese society. 
They describe the experiences 
of guerrillas and propaganda 
chiefs, on the Ho Chi Minh trail, 
in reeducation centres in the 
North and in the prisons of the 
South.; they reveal heroism and 
dedication, brutality and social 
control, and the traumatisation 
of a people in the grip of 
revolution and war; they also 
tell of the agonising dilemma 
for parents whose children 
faced conscription, of anti-war 
sentiment, of North Vietnamese 
draft dodging, and of the shock 
for Vietnamese war veterans 
treated, like their US counter
parts, with indifference on their 
return home. 

The German Greens 
A social and political profile 

Werner Hulsberg 

London; Verso, 1987; 257pp; £29.95 
hdbk I £9.95 ppbk 
ISBN0-86091-185-3 (hdbk), 0-86091-1 
( ppbk) 
This book provides an analysis 
of the German Greens, 
perhaps the most successful 
radical movement of the 1980s, 
situating them within the con
text of post-1945 German 
history. 

The author traces the politi
cal practice of the Greens, the 
social makeup of their suppor
ters, and the fundamental 
. tenets of their political prog
ramme. He argues that the 
Greens offer the left in Ger
many a unique opportunity to 
leave a political ghetto, and 
calls for a synthesis of ecologi
cal ideas with socialism. The 
important questions raised by 
the new social movements 
should, he says, lead to a 
redefinition of socialist 
emancipation. 

The Ayatollah and I 
Hadi Khorsandi 
Translated by Ehsan Javan 

London & New York: Readers 
Int ernational, 1987; 160pp; 
£3.95/$7.95 ppbk 
ISBN0-930523-37-7 
The author's early satire, sharp 
but apolitical under the Shah, 
was radicalised by the Iranian 
Revolution of 1979, sparing 
neither the mullahs nor their 
opponents. This collection of 
his recent post-revolutionary· 
writing includes humorous 
essays and parodies of the 
mullahs' pronouncements, ser
mons, war strategies and inter
views with a seNile press, and 
offers insights on the chador, 
the war and lrangate. 


















































































